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SLAVERY AS KNOWN TO EARLY BUDDHISTS 
By B. C. Law 

Slavery is a very old institution. It existed, even in 
its worst form, in Egypt, Sumeria, Chaldea, Babylonia, 
Assyria, Phoenicia, Greece and Rome, China and Persia. 
It existed in different forms and degrees when Megasthe- 
nes visited India as Greek ambassador. A tegular trade 
in slaves was carried on in all these countries. It is rightly 
observed that slavery and idolatry of various kinds and 
forms darkened the social and religious life of the ancient 
peoples, and that they were the two dreaded evils against 
which the human soul cried for relief, release, and emanci- 
pation. 

If Megasthenes had paid the highest compliment to 
India on the ground that no person was held as a slave 
and all were treated as free, even the foreigners not being 
used as slaves, it was, as Rhys Davids sought to explain, 
for the reason that the kind and form of slavery which exis- 
ted then in India was nothing when compared with the 
Greek or the Roman form.^ But the better explanation 
seems to be that the Greek ambassador distinguished simply 
between de Jure and de facto slaves. In India of his time 
all men were held equal and all Indians passed as free 
citizens in the eye of law. He did not omit to mention 

« — ' ■■'i '''■ ■' 

^ ^uddMst . ■ ' . ' 
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aat both the philosophic view and the law of the land 
ombined to see all men free in India, allowing property 
(1 hr unevenly distributed'-^ 

In corroboration of the above testimony of Megas- 
henes we may cite the bold pnarujuncement in the 
<-autiliya Artha^rtstra^ that servdtude shall not be the condition 
of un Aryan, aldiough it may be proper for the Mkeehas 
to scl! or hold children to slavery-^. Accordingly it pres- 
cribes the following laws to safeguard the position of 
slaves and ttt merit the admiration of all right-thinking- 
men. 

Employing a sl-ave to carry the dead or to sweep urine 
or the leavings of food, etc., keeping a slave naked or hurt- 
ing or abusing him or violating the chastity of a female slave 
shall cause the forfeiture of the value paid for him or her. 
When a man commits or helps another to commit rape with 
a female slave he shall not only forfeit the purchase value but 
also pay a certain amount of money to her and a fine of twice 
the amount to the government. The ransom necessary for 
a slave to regain his freedom is equal to what he has been 
sold for. Failure to set a slave at liberty on the receipt 
of a required amount of ransom shall be punished. If a 
pregnant female slave is sold ot pledged without any pro- 
vision for her confinement, her master shall -be punished, 
as well as the abettor. Selling or mortgaging the life 
of a slave once liberated shall be punished with fine. 

The statement in the Arthaiastra regarding the slave- 
trade among the Mlecchas has its strong | support in an inci- 
denml statement of the Buddha, putpotting to say that the 
Yonas, Kambojas, Gandhatas, and othei* peoples of the 
Ftontier countjties admitted just two 'social grades of mas- 

' ^ ^ '} McCrifidie, Ammt India, pp. 38 and m., 

Arihaiasira (Revised and edited' 'by-R. ■' Shfima Sastri), 19x9,, 
p. i8i : Mie^hinUmad&^b prqjaffih vih^ 9 ^unMdhiitMih Na fiwmyasja 
lidsfhbipah. 

' >%•; 
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ters and slaves {ayja, dasd) without meaning an impassable 
social barrier between the two : 

ayyo htitvd daso hoti, daso hutvd ayyo 
They are typically the peoples of the XJttarapatha or North- 
Western India who are described in Mahdbhdrata, XII, 
207, 43 as terrible Mleccha tribes : — 

Uttarapatha-janmanah kirtayisyami tan api. 

Yauna-Kamboja-GandharahKirata-Barbaraih saha. (43) 
They are again the peoples whom the Pali scholiast Buddha- 
ghosa characterises as Persianised in their social organization 
PPirasaka-vat}nd or Parisaka-vanna)®. 

The Vidhurapandita Jataka speaks of the four kinds 
of slaves ; 

(i) those born of slave parents or begotten on slave 
women {antojdta)^ (2) those purchased with money {dhanak- 
kUd), (3) those reduced to slavery under coercion by bandits 
{karamardnttd) and (4) those who took slavery of their own 
‘uccotd {sdmafhddsabyamipagatd). 

Slavery might be incurred through capture’ or 
commuted death sentence or debt® or voluntary self-degra- 
dation* or judicial punishment^*. 

The Manusathhitd (viii. 415) distinguishes seven 
kinds of slaves: (1) those who are captured during the war, 
(2) those who serve in return for maintenance, (3) those 
who are born in the house, (4) those who are bought, (5) 
those who are received as gifts, (6) 'Ibose who are inheri- 
ted from the father, and (7) those who are made slaves by 
court sentence. 

*■ Majfbima Nikiya, ii, p. 149. . 

* Papa^a-sSdanJ, III, p. 410 . 

SumaitgilavilSml, i, p. 800. 

IV,220; V, W. 

« VI, 521. 

* Vituga, I, 72 ; SumaAgaht, I, 168. 

JafaMa, I, 200. ? 
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The Arihaidstra list is made up of at least ten kinds 
>f slaves, while Niimda’s law book recognizes a still larger 
lumber. Thus the number of classes increased in time, 
:ind slaver}' assumed a feudal character since, perhaps, 
it reccivetl a legal sanction from the Brahmin law givers 
headed by Manu,*' 

'fhcrc is a mention of six kinds of slaves in the Jain 
Hicraturc also. They are as follows: (i) slaves from very 
birth {gabbhd)-, (z) those who were bought (iz>w); (3) those 
wlio were unable to pay their debts {anqya); (4) those who 
were made slaves during famine (duhbhikkhd)-, (5) those who 
could mat pay fine {sdvcmihd)\ and (6) those who were taken 
prisoners {t'uddha')-'v'AQ Pinda NirjukJ/, 319; Mahdmsiha Sdya, 
p. 28; J. C. Jain, Life in Ancient India as depicted in the fain 
Canons, p, 107. 

The individuals, captured in predatory raids were re- 
duced to slavery They became slaves of their own accord^-k 
Children born to slaves were also slaves. In the majority 
of cases we find that the slaves were employed as house- 
hold servants. They were also employed to cultivate 
lands. In the house of a pious Brahmana named Dham- 
mapala even the slaves and labourers gave alms and ob- 
served the precepts and fasts^*. The slaves were regarded 
as the property of the master*®. The Sonahanda Jltak^ t® 
speaks of manumitted slaves. 

The Jatakas contain instances where the slaves were 
bought for 700 kahapapas*^. Traffic in human beings {satta- 

'‘Manu, VIII, iudrafn tu panned dasjam krtam akrtam tm 
paj dasjayaiva hi srfo 'sau Brdbmanasja 'Smydfnhhuva ; 

Jataka, iv, 220. 

Vimya Texts, i, 191. 

: i^JSt. iv, m. 

VistQha Jataka, Jataka, Hi, 129. } ' 

'^ptaka. No. 582. ' ' ' ■ 

Jataka, Ui,B4i8. 

: i/'' ■■ -id,- r y- y 
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vanijja,’ mantis savikkayaY^ implied slave trade. According 
to the iVIilinda, rooms in a well-iaid city or town had lo be 
made for the residence of the various classes <jf pcojiie, 
including slaves and slave-girls^'^. 

The Pali work Apadana refers to household servants 
{pessikapi^. The sXsiyqs (Ddsa-kammakaras) laboured tor others 
in return of some payment (bhataka), whether in kind or in 
money®^. The profession of a slave was hereditary. The 
agriculture labourers received the customary wages. The 
day labourers returned to their own houses in the cvening.^^'-* 
The slave or servant was an adjunct in all households, cap- 
able of rendering domestic service. The male and fetnalc 
slaves were domestic servants who, resided in the houses 


of their masters and performed all household duties.- * C-hil- 
dren born of slave parents generally took to the same pr(j- 
fession®^. There was a home-born slave by the name (.)t 
Birani®®. The captives or prisoners of war could be enslaved. 
A beautiful maiden, whenever caught as a prisoner of war, 
was used as a slave®® {ddslhhogena hhmjmantt)- Slaves, specia- 
lly female, were given away as gifts {ddnaih'Y^'^ . A village 
superintendent was made a slave of the village because he 
slandered the villagers, before the king®®. Ministers conde- 
mned to death by the king for jealousy were given awa\' as 
slaves®* adasi). Attendants and menials belonged 

Ahgutfara Nrkaja, iii, 208. 

' ® MI Undo, p. 331. 

Apadana, II, 357 foU. 

*1 Jataka, II, 139 ; HI, pp. 129, 257, 26 & 444 ; V, 212 ; 29!1 ; 

Cf. AcardHga Sfitra, I, 2, 5, 1. 

Jataka, iii, 445. 

I, pp. 200, 226, 350. 

I, p. 451 ; 

Jataka, vi. p. 117. 

IV, p. 220. ; 

Ibid., vi, pp. 462, 464, 503, etc. ■ ' . ■ ■ '■ , . 

I, p, 200. -’y '''-'y-' 


^^Ibid, VL p.380. 
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i:o the category of slaves'*®, A master had an absolute right 
over his slave*'. A female slave was considered as one of 
the members of tiic household®*'*. A master was courteous 
enough to accept the words of his slave w'ith due honour®®. 
Slaves were permitted to learn reading and writing and 
handicrafts along with the ^sons of their masters®^. Some- 
times they were appointed as store-keepers or guards of 
property®®. In some instances the suffering and happiness 
of the slaves were linked up with those of their masters.®'* 
For the slightest fault a slave was beaten, imprisoned 
and branded®''. A female slave was thrown down at the 
door of the house and beaten with rope-ends by ircr ntaster 
because she could not bring home her wages®®. The slaves 
could be rightfully given away to another®®. Some runawa} 
slaves were seeking opportunity to free themselves from tlic 
clutches of their masters^®. Slaves coukl regain freedom on 
payment'^'- or through voluntary manumission by their mas- 
ters*’'*. A slave was ordinarily engaged in cooking*®, fetching 
water**, pounding and drying rice*®, carrying food and 
watching the field*®, giving aims*’, handing plates and dishes, 

8" ThM., iv, pp. 3120, S62. 

8' Psalms of (he Brelhreu, p. 300 ; Ibid., p. 22. 

8- ibid., iii, p. 102. 

^Ubid., V, pp. 485-86. . 

8* Ibid., 1, p. 451. 

5>s I, p. 225. 

*•» Ibid., vi, p. 28.5. 

^Ubid., I, p. m. 

88 ibid., I, 402. 

tL 286. 

*^Bid., I, pp. 452, 458. 

Ibid., VI, p. 547. 

« Ibid., V, p. 818. 

V, 106. 

V, 284, 418. 

*SM,I,484. 

168. 

"imfiv, 67 . 
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bringing Spittoon and fetcbing fans during meals^s, and 
sweeping tbe yards and stables^®. Slavery was so common 
that not only the kings and wealthy people but also t!ic 
Brahmins and recluses and villagers and larmers kept slaves 
in their custody®'*. 

Slaves ( (1(1 so) were drawn from all classes under ven- 
ous circumstances. 'Their lot was miserable and iheir slatus 
low. But in spite of all that, they occupied a position in 
society. 'J'hey could not be regarded as impure l-iccausc 
they had to work for their masters in manitok! houi'.eh(i!d 
duties like helping their masters in dressing and undressing, 
assisting in the care of their bodies, preparing and scin'ing 
food, and cleansing the house. They were not counted as a 
caste. 

Female slaves could be emancipated only with the 
consent of their masters. The position of a female slave 
was rather pitiful. A slave woman like a Roman slave- 
girl was the property of her master who had every? control 
over her. She was generally illtreated. A painful instance 
of ill-treatment is found in the Majjhma Nikaja. A woman 
named Kali was the maid servant of a householder’s wife 
living at ^ravasti. She was skilful, and capable of tioing 
her duties well. Kali in order to test whether the fame 
of her mistress as a gentle and considerate lady? was due to 
her or not once rose late in the morning. Her mistress 
showed her dissatisfaction at this. On the secontl day she 
rose up late and was rebuked. On the third day she rose 
up still very late and was sf> severely beaten by her mis- 
tress that her bead was broken®'. 


Ii>id, I, -458. 

Ibid., vi, 188. 

Ibid., n, 428 ; hi, 101 ; v, 105 ; yi, 117. 

' MajjUma Nikaya, i, pp. 125 tfh; (X Co^mmiary, 

pp. 206 ff. ; . ' ... 
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fn addition to other household duties, a slave-woman 
luiskcd paddyS’^, pounded rice®’‘h and went to market®'*. 

A slave-woman could obtain freedom if she could 
prove herself worthy of it. A daughter of Anathapindika’s 
slave was given freedom when she defeated a Brahmin in 
argument and proved herself to be a woman of religious 
disposition®®. : 

The consent of the master was necessary for the marri- 
age of his female slaves. Pasenadi, king of Kosala, had to 
secure the consent of the master before he could marry 
Mallika, the daughter of a slave wminan. 

Alaid-servants being of low birth were naturally un- 
cultured and of low spirits. Some of them were in the habit 
of stealing coins or articles. But the influence of the Buddha’s 
dharma had a splendid effect on their character®®. 

It is not a fact that the Buddha had not exerted himself 
in the interest of the slaves and servants. The fact that 
bondage and indebtedness were held as positive disquali- 
fications for admission into the Buddhist religious order 
and fraternity®’ is not to be pressed as an argument. The 
slaves and debtors were excluded because the Buddha wan- 
ted to see Brotherhood founded by him as an association 
of free men. Among the philosophers and religious tea- 
chers who pleaded for the cause of equality and liberty, 
the Buddha ranked foremost if he w'as not the pioneer of 
the movement. He described servitude (dasavya?}/) as 

a most painful state of woe along with debt (imr}i)^ impris- 
onment {bandhandgaraifi-prison), illness {rogarfi)^ and journey 

Dhammapada Commy.^ iii, 

^^Jdtaka No. 45. 

Dbammapudu i, 208. 

^Vhcrlgathl Com my. pp. 1.90 ff. 

Dhammapada Commy. I, 208 fF. ; Mahdmmsa, 214 ; Vlmammaiifm 
45-47, ‘01-92. ' ■ , ■ 

Vinaya i. p* 7d^Na pabhaj0iabh 

Na bhikkhape ddso pahhdjetabho* 
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through a wilderness''*® (J^cintiraddbanamaggai/}). Me couiplc- 
tely refrained From accepting male and female slaves 
(Ddsi-ddsa-ptifiggahcim pcithnratdf’^. Wt prohibited tratlic in 
human beings {sattevanijjd') or slave-trade on the part of the 
updsakas^'^. Jn accordance with a dear Jataka maxim no man 
should offer himself to slavery. In order to ameliorate the 
condition of slaves and servants (dasa-kammakara) the Buddha 
laid down the five essential duties of a noble householder 
towards them, namely, “employing them according to their 
capacity, giving them proper meals and wages, attending 
them in times of illness, sharing with them delicacies and 
special dishes, and occasionally granting them leave”®*. 

It may be said that the religious movement in India prior 
to Manu was directed to obtain emancipation from all kinds 
of bondage, physical, moral, intellectual or spiritual. 
A change took place along with the Brahmanical re-action 
against liberal and progressive thoughts. Slavery, instead 
of being abolished, came to be regarded as a necessary so- 
cial institution. The classes of slaves increased in number, 
and there is no evidence of any attempt being made to 
impro’re their position in life. 


D/gha Nikc^ia, i, p. 73 
Dlgha, i, p.5. 

AHguttara 'Nikuja, iii, p. 20iS: ImS kbo bhikkhtipg piUeet twmpA 

ifpiSiikem akaramjiti. 

Dtgha Nikija, iii. p. 

“Yathabalatii Jcammanta-samvidhaaeim, bbatta-vettanattuppadS- 
0em, ac^hadyaaam ’iraslmie sambibMgcm, satotye 

vossaggeiia/" 

F# 1 




MARRIAGE IN OLD AND MEDIEVAL BENGAL 
ACCORDING TO SMj^TI NIBANDHAS^^ ^ 

{Continued from 

Divorce in the truest sense of the term means a comp- 
lete dissolution of the marriage tie. We have seen above 
that even in cases where a marriage is void ab initio, which 
is good ground for divorce, the wife is not deprived of her 
maintenance so that the marriage is not dissolved. At 
best, the desertion of the wife in the circumstances men- 
tioned above means only a judicial separation of the bed and 
board of the husband and wife who cannot claim a restitu- 
tion of conjugal rights against each other. 

Divorce proper, however, seems to have been enjoined 
even by Raghunandana, on the strength of certain autho- 
rities in extreme cases of adultery of wives. Instead of 
being punished physically the wife shall be deserted for 
the following offences; — 

1. Commission of adultery with a man of inferior 
caste resulting in her pregnancy. 

2. Adultery with disciple (of the husband ?) and son. 

3. Addiction to other heinous vices and causing 
waste of wealth. 

As regards the punishment for the first offence the 
verdict of Bphaspati is ' the severest. He says that she may 
either be deserted or even killed. Raghunandana is nor 
so unrelenting in this matter because he cites a verse that 
such a wife may be purified by penances so long as she does 
not conceive. Anyway, none of the texts dwelling upon 
the desertion- of the wife for her adultery 'makes any provi- 
sion whatsoever for her maintenance. Thus adultery 
seems to be the only ground for proper divorce-according 
to the'smyti dig'ests'of Bengal.^y" ' 


IZ 
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So fat as the prohibitory rules in marriage are con- 
cerned the doctrine of factum valet applies to a great extent. 

In all the above cases except where a mar- 
\ Scope r.t tiictum j-j^ge is void thc mattiage, once performed, 

is not invalidated by the mere non-obser- 
vance of the directory rules. Even in the guardianship of 
marriage, which is one of the most important factors, 
factum valet operates to the fullest extent in the Bengal 
school. The one great condition for a person to be fit 
for offering a girl in marriage is that he must be free 
from the defects of insanity, apostacy, etc. as pointed out 
above. Otherwise according to Narada, the act done 
by him will be regarded as not done. Raghunandana, 
the practical jurist of Bengal, here shows a flash of 
.originality in construing Narada’s authority as annulling 
only such acts as betrothal, etc. when done by persons having 
any of the above draw-backs. He argues that the ceremony 
of marriage being the primary thing can never be annulled, 
when once performed, due simply to such secondary things 
as the defects of the giver.®* He is, however, not clear as 
to the results of a marriage where the person offering thc 
girl is not included in the list of legal guardians. 

The smrti writers of Bengal have made a good deal 
of astrological speculation about the auspicious times 
for marriage. The months from Asadha 
to Kartika and the months of Pausa and 
Caitra are prohibited in general as marriage 
in these months is supposed to forebode different kinds of 
misfortune, but the two months last named are particularly 
tabooed. In abnormal circumstances, however, such as 
war, imminent death of parents, and the girFs exceeding 
the highest , limit of marriageable age one should not 


Suitable time for 
marriage. 


at 


— UdvSha-taftPa. 
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wait for auspicious time. But Raghunandam seems to be 
inclined to the view that in all cases particularly had 
times such as Malamasa and Sankranti etc. arc to he 
avoided at any cost even if bad months are left out 
of consideration. A girl should be married away within 
the even number of years from conception in her mother’s 
womb. According to Raghunandana one should take 
into account the solar month i.e., the period of Sun’s stay 
in a Zodiac. This means that in citing the mantras in a 
marriage one should mention the solar month in which 
the ceremony takes place. From the work of Gopala 
Nyayapancanana it seems that ^rinatha-acarya-Codamaiii 
held the opposite view that the lunar month should be 
mentioned. On certain authorities Raghunandana shows 
that although gifts in general are condemned by night 
vet for the gift of a girl night is the best time. Marriage 


Marriage 

compiete. 
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bride) according to Bfhaspati, The view that the father’s 
gotra of a married woman is not changed so long as her 
graddha called Sapindikarana is not performed, has been 
characterised by Tlaghunandana as being applicable only 
to persons belonging to certain limited branches of certain 
Vedas. The injunction of Gobhila-* which requires a 
woman after Sapta-padi-gamana to salute her husband by 
the “gotra” raises the doubt as to whose gotra should be 
mentioned by the said woman — that of her father or that of 
her husband. Here Raghunandana, on the authority of 
Bhattanarayana, who was probably one of his paternal ances- 
tors, interprets Gobhila’s text as referring to the husband’s 
gotra and not to that of the father] of the girl as interpreted 
byBhavadeva and some other writers. Again, on Bhattana- 
rayana’s authority Raghunandana proves that the marriage 
ceremony of the Brahmanas belonging to the Sama-veda 
comes to an end with this salutation by the wife. The 
ceremony of Yajurvedi Brahmanas, however, is complete 
with the sitting together of the bride and the groom on 
a piece of bull-skin. 

The acceptance of bride’s price (Sulka) by the father 
of the bride is so severely condemned that the father 
’ receiving ^ulka is said to fall into worst 

btWc^wice. plunge seven gene- 

rations into sin. This practice is prohibited 
even for Sudras. The silence of Bengal writers on bride- 
groom’s dowry can perhaps be explained by the wide 
prevalence of Kulinism in Bengal. As stated above it 
was at one time considered very good for a girl to have a 
fCulin husband. Among the Kulins again a great rigidity 
attached to the ruie that a Kuhn girl, belonging to a parti- 
cular* section (Mela), musf be married to a Kulin Brahmana 




GoW-s Gr/jya~m/ra, Ed. 
Oindrakanta TarkSladkgra, dalciitta, foOS* Vol. I. p. 38S (II. S.18) 
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of the same section. These rules naturally resuhed in the 
comparative dearth of bridegrooms, fience the dcman<l 
for Kulin bridegrooms was far in e.\:ccss ot die supply 
of brides. Thus the question of suppl}' anti demand 
adjusted the respective prices of bridcgrtioms and brides. 
While the latter were extremely cheap the former hati lo be 
purchased at a very high price which was very often pro- 
hibitive with the result that sometimes a po<m Brahmana 
became utterly destitute in marrying his daughter to a Kulin 
husband. There seems to have been a social necessity 
for condemning ;the practice of acccptitig bride’s price. 
Partly from fear of degradation and partly to elevate ihcir 
position in society tbe Brahmanas at tme titne seiected 
Kulin bridegrooms for their daughters. 'I'his re.suUcd 
in the plurality of wives in the case of Kuhns and a dearth 
of brides for the non-kulins so that the latter in their 
ejuest for suitable brides were compelled to resort to the 
reprehensible practice of purchasing girls. 

On the authority of Yajnavalkya Raghunandana or- 
dains that with regard to the offering of their sisters in 
marriage only those of the brothers who are initiated shall 
have the sole authority in the absence of other preferential 
guardians. The same verse of Yajnavalkya requires all 
brothers, irrespective of initiation, to contribute I’uriyaka 
of Nijam^a (own share) towards the marriage of sisters. 
Now the word Turiyaka has puzzled many writers both of 
the Dayabhaga and Mitaksara schools. 'I’hc sum and subs- 
tance of the elaborate, and sometimes bewildering, discus- 
sion of the Mitaksara on the word Turiyaka is that it means 
a fourth part of the share that would have been allotted to the 
girl concerned had she been a male child. Thus when there 
are four brothers and one sister the ancestral property shall be 
divided into five equal parts and the brothers shall spend 
an amount equivalent to 'I* 6f I the property 'in the 
matriage of the sister. The remaining- portion of | ?i,e. 
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5 ■“ 20 (~/o) shall be equally disttibutccl among the 
brothers. In arriving at this conclusion, which is certainly 
very plausible, the Mitaksara raises many other interpre- 
tations that may possibly be put on this word and cleverly 
demonstrates the absurdity of each. The Dayabhaga, follo- 
wed by no less a person than Raghunandana himself, cuts 
the Gordian Knot and takes the word to imply ‘Vivahocita- 
dravya’ or things sufficient for the ceremony of matriage. 
Sulapani’s view is rather vague. 

The Bengal school had always a strong disfavour tor 
the idea of giving any share of paternal property to girls 
and in this case also perhaps the psychology working be- 
hind the distorted meaning of the word Turiyaka, which 
can mean nothing but a fourth part, was that by accepting 
the real meaning the Bengal jurists might expose themsel- 
ves to the risk of allotting a definite share of the property 
to girls. It is probable that to obviate all sorts of compli- 
cations that might arise in future they resorted to this 
ludicrous vvay of explaining Yajnavalkya’s text. 

The husband cannot use his wife for sexual gratifi- 
cation whenever he likes. In this matter he must have 
a great consideration for the feelings of his wife. It is his 
bounden duty to cohabit with his wife after each of her 
monthly courses until she conceives. In doing so he must 
avoid the festive occasions (Parva-varjam). 

Among the faults of wives are mentioned drinking, 
association with undesirable persons, separation from hus- 
band, sauntering here and there, untimely sleep, and resi- 
dence at others’ houses. A woman during separation from 
her husband, who may leave home on some errands, shall, 
besides praying for his welfare, abstain from excessive 
decorations but must not, in any case, altogether forsake 
; ornaments lest she should look like a widow. 

We can have glimpseS; of some very interesting cus- 
tonas in connection with mariaage some of them Being 
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Utterly inexplicable. The father of a girl shall not take 
his meal at her house till a son is born to her''*^. 1'hc prohi- 
bition is stricter when the girl is married according to 
the Brahma form of raarriage. The rule prohibiting a 
girl from eating at the husband’s house after taking meal 
at her father’s residence appears meaningless unless wc 
take it to imply that a newly married girl should not eat at 
both places in the course of the same day. But the object 
of this injunction is obscure though it may be supposed to 
have some justification from the hygienic point of view. 

The peculiar sound known as Huludhvani®® made by 
women on festive occasions is regarded in Bengal as very 
auspicious in marriage also. None of the authoritative 
Nibandhakaras of Bengal e.xcepting Ragh- 
suporadtions tinandana refers to Huludhvani — a fact 

mMrfagc°" which probably shows that it was to<E well- 

known to need any gastric injunction, 
llaghunandana with his meticulous attention to details 
could not perhaps remain satisfied without pointing out the 
authority on which this custom was based. Raghunandana 
citing the authority of the southerners seems to support the 
view that sneezing, though generally regarded as very 
ominous, is auspicious, in the seven acts viz. Vivaha etc. 
It seems to have been customary for both the bridegrocEtn 
and the bride to get shaved before marriage only the cutting 
of nails being prescribed for the bride. In sacred rites such 
as marriage the uttering of words like Svasti Punyaha 
etc. by Brahmanas is considered very auspicious. I'hc 


It may be iK^ted that this custom prevails even to-daj' parii- 
culady in some parts of East Bengal. 

The term Ululi meaning the same thing occurs in the 
Atharvaveda (HI. !!).(>). The later lexicographers spell the word variously 
as Hukhul), Hulibuli and Huluhulu, Also see Chdndo,^fa-upanqad 
(HI. 19,3) and N 4 tfadia-cari^a, XV^, 51. For an interesling’ami infor- 
mative dSscussiom on Huludhvani sec K, K. Handiqui: Bag. Tr. of th 
NaifaSti-carita^ ,pp. 5il-2, - 
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modes of uKcfing tlicse words diftcr in die eases of ililf- 
cixiit castes. 

Raghunandana refers to the custom of wearing on 
ilic forehead the mark of mixture of cowdung, cow's urine, 
curd and sandal paste as this mark is supposed to bring 
good luck and, cause. freedom fto.ai, diseases. , But he is not 
clear as to the person who should wear it althougli from 
th.c commentary it seems to have been ii rule for the 
bride. 

The custom of the bride and bridegroom looking at 
each otheds face known as Jambula-malika o\: Alukha-Can- 
drika^^ during the progress of the ceremony is hinted at 
by Raghunandana. 


The custom of the bride and the^ grooin looking at each 
other's face known as Makhacatidrika and Subha-drsti in eastern and 
western Bengal respectively, still prevails as an indispensable part of 
the ceremony. It Is, however, n(jt known how the word Jambula- 
malika, obviously meaning a garland of Jambula (Ketaka flowers, 
acquired the sense of Mukha-candrlka which means Mukha-darsanani 
according to Raghimandana. By quoting a verse from tlie Ihrkamsti, 
which contains the word Jambuia-maiika Raghunandana remarks 
that the verse refers to the practice of bringing the bride and the 
groom face to face, in which garlands of flowers were used. This 
suggests that the term Jambula-malika, originally meaning a garland, 
gradually came to signify ttie part of the eeremony in which 
such a garland was to be used. Nilakant.ha, however, in his com- 
mentary on the Harivama interprets Jambula-mafika as jesting 
compliments addressed to the • bridegroom by his female relatives 

bpt docs not speak of tile 
particular point of the ceremony when these jesting complcnicnis were 
actually addrcvssed to the bride-groom. This interprefan'on of Nila- 
katitha seems to imply that the practice of the female relatives oi 
the bridegroom accompanying him to the bride's house prevailed 
in those times, otherwise the presence of the former at the mar- 
riage ceremony, which as a general rule, was performed lU the 
bride's house becomes unlikely. The fact that Raghunandana 
says nothing in this connection about these female rckfives of the 
bridegroom accompanying him in the bridal procession probably 
indicates that the custom incourse of time died out at least in Bengal. 
It may be added that in a Bengal marriage no female used to accom- 
pany the bridegroom to the bride*s house though of late the custom is 
found rather widely' particularly in western Bengal and rarely also in 
the eastern part of the Province* The Bengal writers preceding and 
succeeding Raghunandana is silent on Mukha-candtika, 
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Among the customs after martiage is mentioned the 
practice of the mother-in-law receiving the daughter-in- 
law with clothes, refreshments etc. The mother-in-law 
should moreover engage her to religious duties, cook 
ing and supervision of the household articles. It is 
interesting to note that these customs survive in Bengal 
even to-day although sometimes in slightly modified 
forms. These modifications are very often ludicrous 
and indicate the degeneration of the present day Hindus 
who 'are concerned only with the letter and not the 
spirit of ^the rules. For example, fathers, unable to 
disoblige the daughter’s new relation, takes meals at 
the houses of daughters and pays a pice or two as if 
to show that they have taken food in exchange of money 
which they can do everywhere. But this is only self- 
deception. Again we see that a girl when leaving her father’s 
house for the first time after marriage is provided with 
some quantity of foodstuff for her use at the rime of taking 
her first meal at the husband’s house. But these articles 
are seldom or nether used for this purpose. 

Besides those mentioned above many (ither customs, 
popularly known as Strl-acara, are observed in a Bengal 
marriage of the present day. Some of them mas' probably 
be traced to the primitive stage of civilisation. For ins- 
tance, sometimes we meet with certain charms designetl 
to enable the wife to have the husband completely under 
her control (cf. Vagi-karana-mantras). 'hhese lead one to 
suppose that customs of this nature probably mark a com- 
promise between the Aryan and the non-Aryan practices. 

The texts do not show any sign of these customs 
having any legal force so that a breach of these rules has 
got nothing to do with the validity or otherwise of a tnarri- 
age. But these women’s practices or Stri-acaras are more 
than law to women who will consider a marriage irregular 
without the observance of these minor customs. 
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With regard to the place where marriage can be per- 
formed nothing is specifically mentioned so far as Sama- 
vedi marriage is concerned. The Yajurvedi 

Places suitable ■ < . i i , 

for the ceremony Brahmaiias should hold the ceremony in 
'■ compound of the main residential house 

after thoroughly cleansing and purifying the compound 
and placing fire in it. 

The- importance of marriage as a sacrament is no less 
than that of other samskaras as Upanayana etc. It will 
be erroneous to suppose that the Hindus 
Importance of Upon marriage as merelv a means of 

maririage. t ^ . 

sexual enjoyment. Nor was marriage re- 
garded as an act that could be done al^solutcly at one’s 
sweet will. In '.he well-disciplined and regulated life of the 
Hindus marriage was a sacred and bounden duty of every 
Dvija (twice born) in the second stage (Garhasthya-a‘5rama) 
of life. For the ^Qdra there was only one stage of the 
householder. A house-holder without a wife was a contra- 
diction in terms for “house” has been declared as nothing but 
the wife herself. Thus a householder without a wife is 
without a house so to say. In fact the words Sahadharminl 
and such other synonyms of BhSr)"a imply that the wife is the 
counterpart of a man and without her his life is imperfect, 
so much so that a man without his wife is precluded from 
perfortning many of the rites enjoined by the {^astras. 
These are the reasons why marriage at the due time is very 
strongly advocated. One should never remain out of 
one or other of the four A^ramas; otherwise he will be 
doomed to perdition. This point is emphasised by Raghu- 
ngndgna but is not dwelt upon by the earlier and later wri- 
ters. This seems to indicate that at least in Raghunandana’s 
time in Bengal life-long celibacy was looked down. 
It will be seen later that one might remain a bachelor for 
whole life bpt in that case he would have to abandon the 
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duties of a householdef and perforin those of a sannyasin. 
The agramas are four for Brahmanas, three for Ksatriyas, 
two for Vai^yas and only one for T^iidras. The above 
rule clearly indicates that one should not deter marriage 
as well as other Saniskaras when they become due. 

Here a question naturally arises as to what should be 
the position of an old widower who by losing his wife 
becomes an Ana^ramin or fallen from a^ramas. Here 
Raghunandana cites an authority which designates a wido- 
wer aged forty-eight and above as Raiidas'ramin so that 
when he loses his wife he is fallen from the Grhastha- 
a^rama no doubt but for him is created a fifth asrama 
called Randa. This is certainly an ingenious contrivance 
evidently designed to enable such a man to perform cer- 
tain gastric duties which a man without an agrama is nor 
entitled to do. By citing this authority Raghunandana 
seems to discourage the reprehensible practice of marrying 
one’s daughter to an old man who may even be an octo- 
genarian. Marriage being such an important institution 
we find certain noteworthy exceptions to the rule of 
Parivedana and also certain other important rules. It 
has been pointed out above that although Parivedana is 
highly sinful yet a man marrying before his elder brother 
who willingly abstains from marriage when it is due does 
not incur any sin whatsoever. Then again impurity (Agauca) 
consequent upon the death of parents, though an obstacle 
to the performance of most of the religious duties, docs 
not stand in the way of one’s marriage wdien it is one’s 
due. So long as a suitable bride is not available a man fit 
for marriage should perform the duties of a snltaka. If he 
is a sannyasin he will, of course, be devoted to the duties 
of Sannyasa and shall not take a wife like the Gjhastha. 

The sacredness of the institmtion of mastkge is empha- 
smd by ^rinStha, who ekes a number of authoritative 
texts in support of his view, bry saying that only tha| man 
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has a right to marry who, with untarnished Brahmacarva, 
prosecuted the Vedic studies strictly according to the 
rules enjoined by the ^astras. This necessarily implies, 
as ^rinatha points out, that a man, once fallen fr<-)m Brah- 
macarya, must perform the requisite penances before he 
can be entitled to enter into the second stage of life, viz., 
Garhasthya. These rules at once show that marriage 
in those times required a great sense of responsibility in 
one who intended to marry and was not an arbitrary and 
rash act of thoughtless yoiingmen. 

Srinatha further holds, on the authority of i\Ianu 
and others, that the second stage of life or Garhasthya, 
of which the taking of a wife forms an essential part, is 
superior to the three other aSramas. It is the Grhastha 
who is expected to support the members of other aSramas 
so as to enable them to go on with their own duties by 
providing them with food and shelter whenever necessary. 

Many ate the benefits accruing from the proper gift of 
a daughter in the midst of tumultuous sounds of various mu- 
sical instruments, these last being supposed to 

Kanya Sampra- ^^ivc awav all cvils. Besides attaining heaven 

i'Mm— Merits o£ . . ■ / ■ . . ; ■ 'd ; 

for eternity the giver of a daughter m mar- 

riage enjoys many other advantages in the world hereafter. 

Raghunandana’s attitude is that it is marriage and 
not mere betrothal that causes a man’s ownership over 
the bride so -that a contract of betrothal can 
^Mects of betro- avoided under certain circumstances and 
there can be no specific performance though 
damages ate sometimes allowed to the aggrieved party. 
Although there ace authorities prohibiting a man from 
withholding the marriage of a girl who is betrothed yet 
such i withholding is allowed if it is for the interest of the 
girl, e.g. when the nominated bridegroom proves to be 
impotent and otherwise an undesirable person. If a man 
after paying Sulka to the girl, who is betrothed to himself, 


marriage TN old ANB medieval BENGAL 25 

goes awR}'^ to a foreign land and does not return within a 
year the girl may be married away to another man. The 
contract of betrothal is irrevocable under special circums- 
tances. A bridegroom refusing to marry a faultless gir! 
betrothed to him shall have to undergo pecuniary punishment 
besides being compelled to marry that particular girl, 'fhc 
father withholding a girl after betrothal without suHicient 
cause and thus violating the contract shall suffer punishment 
besides paying, with interest, whatever money was spent by 
the proposed bridegroom in giving ornaments etc. to the 
bride. In the event of the bride’s death the person to whom 
she was betrothed shall take back what-ever he gave the 
bride after, of course, adjusting the expenses incurred in this 
connection by both parties. Thus betrothal is sometimes an 
irrevocable contract and the welfare of the girl in question 
plays a considerable part in making such a contract irrevocable. 

The position of slaves, described by Raghunandanu 
in the Udvaha-tattva, is rather interesting. Slaves arc of 
two kinds — 

^^age? Bhaktadasa-one becoming a slave 

for food. • 

2. Badavakrta-onc becoming a slave by rnarr\’ing 
the woman slave of somebody. 

Woman-slaves arc also of two classes: — 

1. A woman not originally a slave but enslaved by 
the master of the slave who marries her. 

2. A woman who herself becomes a slave. 

The first kind of woman-slave naturally becomes 
the slave of her husband’s master. A woman slave of 
one master, i.c. a woman slave of the second class, l»cing 
married to a man slave of the, other remains a slave of her 
own master, but her husband’s master may have propri- 
etory rights over her at the permission of the former. 
The man slave in this case is not transferred to his wife’s 
master. ’ . , - 
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The children born of such a union should he distri- 
buted equally among the two masters. Those begotten 
on a woman slave by any person (who is not a slave) except 
her husband ate in the possession of her master and not 
of the person giving birth to' them. 

The way in which Raghunandana deals with slavery 
here tends to show that slavery prevailed in his time and 
that slaves were regarded as mere chattels. 

Eight forms of marriage seem to har-e been recog- 
nised in India from a very remote date. In the form 
^ called Brahma the bridegroom is invited 

Forms of marriage. ' 

and the girl, adorned with ornaments 

according to the father’s capacity, is given away to him. 
The child born of such a union is believed to sanctify not 
onlw itself but also ten generations both upwards and 
downwards, i.c. twenty-one generations in all. 

The Daiva is that form in which the girl is given 
away to a Rtvik engaged in sacrifices and in the Arsa form 
the giver of the girl presents a couple of cows received 
from the bridegroom. The children of these couples 
sanctify fourteen and six generations respectively. 

That form of marriage is called Prajapatya in which 
the gift of the girl is preceded by the words meaning 
“Practise religion jointly.” The children born of such a 
couple purify six generations. 

In an Asura marriage the giver of the girl accepts 
from the bridegtooffl mdney exceeding the amount pres- 
cribed by SSstras and a Gandharva marriage takes place 
at the mutual agreement of the bridegroom and the bride 
independently of their respective guardians. 

The bridegroom’s forcibly taking away the bride 
constitutes the Raksasa matriage while in the eighth and 
the meanest form^ viz. PaiStea, a man willing to marry 
a girl outrages her modesty while she is asleep, intoxicated. 
Of otherwise loses control over herself. 
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The first five (or according to some four) forms 
were regarded as approved forms and the rest as dis- 
approved ones. 

From this account we are not in a position to know 
which forms were actually in vogue in the Hindu society 
of Bengal as depicted by Raghunandana. But unlike the 
writers of Dharmasastras Raghunandana and his predece- 
ssors and successors in Bengal snifti say nothing about 
the suitability of particular forms to particular castes. 

By quoting a series of smrti texts and introducing 
Nandimukha Subtle discussions of a purely academic nature 
Sraddha. Raghunandana concludes that the beginning 
of. the caremony of marriage is marked by the Nandi- 
mukha or Vfddhi Sraddha which is obligatory. This 
Sraddha is to be performed by the father in the recognised 
ceremonies (Samskaras) of both the son and the. dauglitcr. In 
the case of the son the father should perform Sraddha 
only on the occasion of his marrjdng for the first time 
and not in his subsequent marriages if any, which cannot 
be included among Saiiiskaras because he becomes Sams- 
kfta by the first marriage; it is enjoined that Vyddhi-^raddha 
should be performed only once before a particular Satins- 
kara. 


In Vrddhi-Sraddha the father should oti'er pindas to 
his three male ancestors in each of the paternal and mater- 
nal lines. As regards the Sraddha of the three maternal 
ancestors it is inferred from a verse of Vfddha-'S’ajhavaikya. 
The fatlier being unable to perform Vrddhi-s'raddha due 
to his sojourn abroatl or any physical indisposition his 
son oc any one specifically empowered by the Isastras may 
perform it as his representative though not formally tqipo- 
inted by him. Persons other than the father shall perform 
the Sraddha of the ancestors of the father and not of 
those of themselves, that is to say, they will perform 
ddha exactly of those persons to whom the father, if able, 
F. 4 ■ 
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would have offered pindas. In the event of the father’s 
death or subsequent marriages of the son the son himself 
shall perform Vfddhi-graddha. He will not, of course, offer 
pindas to the father who may be alive. Without Vfddhi- 
^taddha Vivaha remains impure; hence it must be perfor- 
med also by grand-father etc. who may have to give away 
their grand- daughter in marriage. The mother, however, 
herself making Kanya-sampradana shall not perform 
this Sraddha to which woman as a class are not 
entitled. 

Here Raghunandana raises a controversy as to whe- 
ther a Samavedi Brahmana should perform Vyddhi-^raddha 
separately of the female ancestors. By introducing a series 
of arguments and counter-arguments he shows that no 
separate ^raddha of any female is to be performed in 
any case except in her death anniversaries. 



SANSKRIT DRAMA IN A COMPARATIVE LIGHT 
By K. C. Pandey 
{Continued from Vol. V. pt. 4.) 

Unity of F able or Action 

Unity of fable in the sense of its oneness,, according 
to Aristotle, consists not in the whole series of incidents 
being related to one man or one time, but in its being 
logically connected with one end, in | each succeeding member 
of the series being necessarily or probably being connected 
with the preceding. Tragedy is the highest product of 
the imitative art. Artistic imitation is imitation of (.>nc 
thing only, not only in the case of the art of painting but 
also in that of tragedy. The only difference in the latter 
case is that it imitates not one thing but one action. This 
must be a whole, the parts of which arc so related with 
one another that if any one of them be displaced or taken 
away the whole will become wholly different or changed. 

Unities of Time and Place 

The unity of place and the unity of time imply such 
division of the original plot into presentable and unpresent- 
able that the presentable part which has to be addressed 
to the eyes and not to the ears, is concerned with incidents 
which may be represented as happening in one single place 
and at one single time. They also imply conveying infor- 
mation through the ears to the audience about such inci- 
dents as are unpresentable in or through action by sudt 
means as chorus, messenger and prologue etc. 

The unities of time and place were necessary in Greek 
drama because of its peculiar constitution. Chorus was 
an important part of it. It remained in the orchestra even 
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during the interval between two episodes. Jt was repre- 
sented by a group of elders who were sympathisers of 
the hero and therefore to whom he expressed his thoughts 
and feelings. It represented spectators in the drama. 
The whole tragedy, therefore, from prologue to exode was 
naturally one single continuous scene without any break 
such as could permit the change of place and time. 

Conception of Action in Engiisii Drama 

English dramatists have considerably modified Aris- 
totelian conception of Dramatic Action. They do not 
recognise “mamiers” or moral habits and sentiments, 
the discussive energy of reason, as the sources of dramatic 
action. The heroes of English tragedies are not neccssarih^ 
men of strict moral principles. Some of them have no 
moral principles. English dramatists present ‘‘Character” 
manifesting itself in action such as logically leads them to 
tragic end. They, substitute character for manners. They 
present an individual whose individuality is made up of a 
multiplicity of physical, intellectual, (moral and even immoral 
tendencies. These tendencies of an individual constitute 
his character. According to Aristotle, manners were not 
essential for tragedy. For, he recognised even such tragedies 
as are without manners. Thus while, according to Aris- 
totle there could be a tragedy without manners, according 
to English dramatists there can be no tragedy witliout 
character. 

Comparison 

If we retain Aristotelian conception of perfect action, 

which implies perfect agent; and substitute basic mental state 
or basic motion for character in the English conception of 
tragic action, we would have a clear conception of action 
in Sanskrit' Drama. Action in Sanskrit Drama is a series 
of actions, which springs from a basic emotive tendency, 
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aroused by R situation, in which an ideal person finds liiiu- 
self. With such a conception of action in his mind, Sans- 
krit Dramatist, cannot logically present the hero as mcci ing 
a tragic end. Hence there is no tragedy in Sanskrit . 

S imi lari ly in the Method of Treatment of the Subject Matter 

Bharata does not expound a theory of Drama, lie 
does not treat drama philosophically. He is not concerncti 
with any metaphysical, ethical or logical principles, in terms 
of which he has to present his views. His point of A'iew 
is practical and not theoretical. He does not expound, 
but speaks aphoristically to instruct the would be drama- 
tists. ■ 

Let us, therefore, see on what lines , he wants the w« luld 
be dramatists to be instructed. Suppose some one speci- 
ally gifted to write a drama discovers a story, historical or 
otherwise, fit in every way for dramatic presentation. 
The question arises : what should he do to dramatise it ? 
Should he reproduce all the historical facts or should he 
modify them in some way ? If the latter be the case, on 
what lines should the modification proceed ? 

The first thing for dramatisation of a set of e%'ents, 
historical, contemporary or imaginative, is to fix upon 
what is going to be the object of achievement, and who 
is to be represented to achieve it. In short, first of all the 
plot should be analysed with a view to determine upon the 
hero of the piece and the object of his .achievement. The 
value of such an analysis is obvious. Once the hero is 
chosen, he has naturally got to receive more attention and 
has to be kept in the forefront, relegating all others, what- 
ever their importance, into the back-ground. Such a 
question, therefore as is generally raised in the case of 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, ‘‘who is the hero of the piece, 
Brutus or Caesar” cannot arise in the case of Sanskrit 
drama. 
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Once the plot has been analysed in the above nuinner, 
more attention has naturally to be given to the central theme, 
'rhe main stf)ry represents the hero achievdng one of the 
goals recognised by the Indian Society. But no achie\’c- 
ment is possible without any serious effort on tlie part 
of the ambitious. Action, therefore, is an essential part of 
the story. Hence the question that naturally arises, is, 
how is the action to be presented or what is the methoii 
to be followed in the presentation thereof, i. e. what method 
does Bhatata, as interpreted by Abhinava, suggest for 
adoption in this case ? 

The reply is that the presentation of action Iras to 
be in consonance with the basic mental state, which is 
primarily intended to be presented. Therefore, only as 
much action as can go with such mental state, lead to it 
and reveal it as far as possible, admits of presentation in 
a Sanskrit Drama. It is, however, necessary for mainta- 
ining the unity of the story as a whole, not entirely to ignore 
or leave out those portions, which do not go with the 
intensity of emotion or feeling. Accordingly the action 
has to be divided into two kinds, (i) that which is to be 
actually presented on the stage (Dygya) and Ti) that which 
is simply to be hinted at or communicated tSucya). 

The former is to be kept very distinct from the latter. 
For it is on this basis that the dramatic story is divided into 
acts (Ahka) and the informative scenes of different kinds 
which, according to the need of the occasion arc introduced 
either in the beginning or at the end of different acts, such 
as (i) Viskarabhaka, (ii) Culika, (iii) Ahkasya, (iv) Ahkava- 
tara and (v) Prave^aka. Accordingly such actions, as long 
journey, battle, rebellion, feast etc. are not to be presented. 

This method of division of action of the plot is accepted 
by Aristotle. The means of communicating the unpresen- 
table according to Aristotle are prologue, chorus and mess- 
engers. 
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Unities of Time and 'Place Maintained in each Act 
We shall be able to uiidefstand better the importance 
of this method of presentation in the eyes of Sanskrit drama- 
tists, if we take into account the following facts; — 

Sanskrit dramatist takes the greatest possible care not 
to introduce anything on the stage, which is likely !<-> 
shock the spectator’s sense of reality of the presented. 
The stage, being of the limited size and the drama being 
intended to be presented within a fixed duration of time, 
he does not present on the stage all such things as do not 
fit in with the temporal and spatial limitations ot the stage 
presentation. He, therefore, naturally has to content him- 
self with giving information about such things as big 
battles, long journeys and rebellion etc., through the in- 
formatory scenes. 

He has to maintain the unity of time and consequently 
of space within each act of drama. For, the dramatic action, 
according to Indian dramaturgist, has to be divided into 
five parts, on the basis of five stages of action; and each 
stage has to be presented in a separate act. The continuity 
of the dramatised story has to be maintained, after the 
end of an act through introduction^ of Hindu (recollection 
of purpose) which is like a thread and strings together 
the various stages of action, presented separarcl)- in sepa- 
rate acts. 

The action and events, presented in an act ought to 
be such as do not extend over more than five MuhOrtas-. 
For, that is just the duration of time, for whicli the actrtrs 
can act and spectators can'^ witness the performance at 
a stretch, without feeling any inconvenience, due to inter- 
ference with tlie daily natural routine. Thus, if the events 
and action connected with one stage of action be such as 
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consistently with unity of time, cannot be presented in 
one act, there arc two ways of dealing with such a part of 
story — 

(i) It may be split up into two acts. 

(ii) The less important parts of it may be presented 
ill informatory scene^. 

It may be pointed out here that the informatory scene also 
cannot cover a period of more than a year®. And even if 
in the original story the events be scattered over a longer 
period, the dramatist has to modify the plot so as to 
compress them within the prescribed time. 

Just as the principle of unity of time is maintained 
within an act so the principle of unity of place also is up- 
held within the same. The scenes of action within an 
act cannot lie so far apart from one another as cannot be 
reached by the hero within the time necessary for presenta- 
tion of act. If they be far distant from one another they 
have to be presented in separate aers. If after an event or 
action that is presented in an act, there is to be presented 
another which is related to a far distant place, so that the 
hero cannot reach within the rime limit of an act, the act 
should terminate with the presentation of the hero as starring 
on his journey. But if the hero has got the means of trans- 
port e.g. aeroplane such as can enable him to reach far dis- 
tant places within the prescribed time, the scenes of action 
lying far apart may be presented within the same act.'’ 

Thus it is clear that the statement of Professor k'cirh 
in his “Sanskrit Drama” that Sanskrit dramatists were igno- 
rant of the principles of unities of time and place, is bascrl 
upon his own ignorance of the dramatic technique in Sans- 
krit drama. 


* N. S. 22S. 

5 N. S. 228. 

® A. Bh. Ch. 19 (20) if) V. 50 (MS). 
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As regards the principle of unity of action in Sans- 
krit drama, we have to say only this much that if there is a 
principle that a Sanskrit dramatist cannot violate, it is this 
principle. Sanskrit dramatist aims at presenting a basic 
mental state in such a manner as to bring alxjut the identi- 
fication of the aesthete with the focus of the situation so 
as to make him experience the emotion of the henj. He, 
therefore, cannot introduce any action, which is not in har- 
mony with the basic mental state. 

Unity of action in Sanskrit Drama is both .w/yiv/zre 
and It^ is subjective in so far as the whole senes 

of actions springs from a single subjective principle, the 
basic emotion. It is objective in so far as the scries of act- 
ions is logically related to a single end. 'fhe Sanskrit con- 
ception of unity of action presents an advance on CJrcck 
and English conceptions. For the latter recognise objec- 
tive unity only. 

Analysis of the Main Pht 

Any action, if conceived of as complete, has five parts- - ' 
fi) Before any action, that » is to lead to any considerable 
achieyement, is actually begun, there has to be clear consci- 
ousness of what is intended to be achieved, eagerness and 
determination to get it and decision as regards the ways 
and means of attainment, (ii) Once the action is planned 
out, the next stage will naturally be the actual beginning of 
the execution of the plan, (iii) This will naturally give 
rise to some hope of attaining the wished for. Tlicsc three 
stages are common to every action, whether it is going to 
be a failure or a success, (iv) After this stage there arises the 
difference between the tragic and the commie or non-tragic 
action. In the former case the ambitious reaches as near 
his goal as he ever can and then he meets some such obsta- 
cle or hindrance as he can never get over and, therefore, 
F. 5 ■ - . 
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begins to recede from it. This can be represented to be 
the fourth stage of action, (v) And then he meets his dof)ni. 
Butin the comic or non-tragic action, though undoubtedly 
the pursuant of his goal meets difficulties, but they are not 
such as he cannot overcome; or, such arc his inner and 
outer resources that he gets over all of them and becomes 
certain to achieve the objective. The final stage is natur- 
ally the realisation of what he had set his heart on. 

In a good drama, which has to present action as a 
unity, and the action of which has to be complete in itself, 
these five stages are clearly distinguishable^ In all Shakes- 
pearean dramas all these .stages of action arc clearly distin- 
guishable. In fact each of the five acts of a drama is intend- 
ed to present one of the five stages of action. It is interest- 
ing to note in this connection that this is just the basis of 
division of the main plot into acts fAiikas) in Sanskrit 
drama. And a good drama (Nataka) can nc\'er have less 
than five acts. When there are more than five acts, the ad- 
ditional acts present some one or the other of these five 
stages, which could not be well presented in one act. But 
more than two acts cati never be occupied witii the pre- 
sentation of the same stage. It is because 'of this that the 
number of acts in a drama can never exceed ten.'^ 

These stages in the case of a comedy in Englisli 
are generally called (i) canse, (ii) growth, fiii) height, (iv) 
consequence and (v) close. In the ease of a tragedy, liowcver, 
the last two ate differently called, because of the difference 
in the turn that action takes. They are called (i) fall, be- 
cause it represents the fall from the height which is reached 
by the hero; and (ii) catastrophe, because herein he meets 
his doom. In Sanskrit also . they are called by words 
which have almost the same implication as the first five, 
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mentioned above. They are— (i) Arambha, (ii) Yatna, (iii) 

Praptyaga (iv) Niyatapti and (v) Phalagama.® 

Comparing the division of action into different stages 
by Bharata and Aristotle, we find that while Bharata divides 
action into five stages, Aristotle does so into three. But 
Aristotle’s subdivision of the middle is such as includes 
additional stages admitted by Bharata and English drama- 
turgists. 

(i) There is perfect agreement between Bharata and 
Aristotle in the conception of|the first stage. Both give it 
names which imply the same thing. One calls it T^rdravihha. 
The other calls it beginning, (ii) The middle is subdivided by 
Aristotle into (i) complication, (2) resolution, (3) revolution 
and (4) discovery. The last two are implied in resolution. 
In Sanskrit we have three parts of the middle — (i) Yarna, 
the use of the chosen means by the hero, or some one closely 
connected with him, for the attainment of the desired end. 
Aristotle has nothing corresponding to it. Of course 
complication presupposes it. (ii) Praptya^a corresponds 
to Aristotelian conception of complication inasmuch as 
it involves ignorance of some particulars on the part of 
hero; it implies that there is a cover which shrouds certain 
facts; it implies reversal in fortune of the principal character, 
(iii) Niyatapti corresponds to resolution or disentanglement. 
For, it is concerned with the removal of shroud, clearing 
of mystery, as a result of which the hero becomes certain 
to realise his objective. 

This is, however, to be noted here that there is no- 
thing in Sanskrit, corresponding to fall and catastrophe in 
English tragedy, because in Sanskrit we have no tragetly 
in the strict sense of it in English. We have already explai- 
ned why we have no tragedy in Sanskrit. 
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Thus though Sanskrit drama differs from both Eng- 
lish and Greek dramas, particularly tragedies, in respect 
of the object that it presents and the effect that it aims at 
producing in the spectator, yet there is fair similarity in 
the treatment of the subject matter and the' technique 
adopted for it. 


WHITEHEAD AND SANKARA 

By P. Nagaraja Rao . 

{Continued from Vol. Pt. 4) 

It is a reciprocal superimposition. When the body is 
ill or well one says I am ill or well, when it lacks the sense 
of sight or hearing, one says, I am, blind or I am deaf. We 
too well know that the senses belong to the category of the 
not-self, as any piece of external matter. In spite of the 
diametrically opposing characteristics we still identif}' the 
one with the other. It is further argued with great cogenct' 
and persuasive skill that unless there is superimposition 
on the atman of the anatman, it is hot possible to have 
knowledge or Unless one identifies himself with 

his sense organs, one cannot become the knowing subject. 
The subject-object relation presupposed in knowledge im- 
plies and necessitates the assumption of maya. Thus Sankara 
points out that in everything we need maya. Even the 
effort to transcend maya has to be made in the world of 
maya.®“ 

An adequate description of maya in terras of finite 
categories, the advaitin has not been able to give us. He 
holds that maya is not real because it is destroyed at the 
time of Brahman realisation. It is not unreal because we 
cognise it. So it is difficult to brand it as unreal and relegate 
it to the category of the barren woman’s son and horns of a 
hare. 

It cannot be described as the Real and the unreal, for 
such a description violates the Law of ccaitradiction. Nor 
can it be described as non-real-cum-noa-unreal, because it 
is of a positive nature. For want of any description the 

** S 5 afakara’s commentary on V0dMt0 sMtm. Ad^SSa 
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advaitin describes it as indetetminable or (immicdnl'ni. It 
may be urged against the advaitin, that his concept of maya 
is not intelligible. He admits it and says, why expect perfect 
intelligibility from what is itself called avidya ? Practical 
efficiency belongs to maya and maya alone and n<jt to Brahman. 
The advaitin’s metaphysics is like that of Kant, critical. He 
finds .the accepted canons of logic and the categories of 
thought self-contradictory and discrepant. The ultimate 
truth which the advaitin accepts rests on intuitive 
realisation. There is always an unexplained element in all 
theories. The doctrine of maya does not recklessly accept 
any and every position, nor does it dogmatise about anything. 
It examines every categot)'- and tenet and shows up the inner 
contradictions. The term maya expresses the limitation of 
human knowledge. Finite knowledge is possible only in 
limits, our understanding is hedged in by limitations and 
when we cross the fence we are not able to describe. The 
English Absolutist Bradley tells us, that ‘ to show how and 
why the uni-\^erse is, so that finite existence belongs to it, 
is utterly impossible. That would imply an understanding 
of the whole, not practicable for a mere part’. 

Whitehead makes a few observations on this aspect. 
He says, ‘ the certainties of science arc a delusion. I'hcy 

are hedged around with unexplored limitations’ 

‘Our handling of scientific doctrines is controlled by the 
diffused metaphysical concepts of our epoch. Fo'cn so, wc 
are continually led into errors of expectation. .41so, wlicn- 
ever some new mode of observational experience is obtained 
the old doctrines crumble into a fog of inaccuracies’.** After 
a few pages he again points out ‘but for all these differences, 
human thought is now endeavouring to express analogous 
elements in the composition of nature. It only dimly discerns, 
it misdescribes, and it wrongly associates’.®** 

** Adventures of Ideas p. 198. . 

^^Ibsd. p. 203, 
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Thus there is always the difficulty to get a fully explained 
universe. 

The indeterminable nature of maya in terms of finite 
categories should not lead us to the conclusion that the 
advaitin is a sceptic and an agnostic. Here, unlike Bradlc}-, 
^aiikara does affirm the reality of the spirit. Thougli it is 
not knowable, it can be realised by intuition. It is the 
reality behind all the things, ' Scepticism,’ Bradley describes 
as follows ‘I mean by scepticism the mere denial of any 
known satisfactory doctrine, together wiih. the personal 
despair of any future attainment’.*^'’ 

There is no such despair In Sankara. Brahman is the 
only real existent. It is the reality of the appearance. 'I'hc 
world is not a pure conceptual construct but an objective 
entity. In the words of an independent ad\'aita thinker 
the world is not a dnii-irfU but andbhdsu. He explains the 
term dhhasa avkdrita samsiddh/, i.c. that which is established 
till the final realisation.®'^ 

The term appearance is not a libel. In a celebrated pass- 
age Bradley brings out the significance of appearance. ‘That 
the glory of this world in the end is appearance leaves the 
world more glorious, if we feel it a show of some fuller 
splendour; but the sensuDus curtain is a deception and a 
cheat, if it hides some colourless movements of atoms, > 
some spectral woof of impalpable abstractions, or unearthly 
ballet of bloodless categories,”®® 

So far we have seen how Whitehead’s definition of 
religious experience fits in with the advaita mctapliysics. 
Brahman is something which stands beyond, behind and 
within the flux of immediate things. ‘ We have also seen 
how Brahman is related to the immediate flux of things’. 

8 ® Bradley EsstQis in Truth and Rnalitjf ; p. 445 . 

Siis:eiv&tT&Bfhadaranyakai>Srtiika> , . ‘ / ■ , ■ , 

88 Bradley Pr/»o^/ea//*g/fj'VolH p, jpl (igaap r, '< 


40 


P. NAGARAjA RAO 

Further the religious experience is declared to be® something 
which is real, yet waiting to be realised, something which 
is a remote possibility and yet the greatest of present facts.”® 
This idea is integral to the advaita conception of release 
or moksa. 

In its conception of moksa the advaita view scores 
over other systems. JMost of the theistic systems describe 
moksa as attained by the grace of the Lord. In the language 
of the theistic passages of the Upanisads, moksa is repre- 
sented as due to I^vara’s grace (prasada). It is derivative. 
Man’s virtue and ethical life prepare him for the liberation. 
There is a gulf between man and God, between l ime and 
Eternity. The difference is a difference in kind and not of 
degree. Liberation is a supernatural gift of the Lord to 
the aspiring spiritual aspirant. It is not native to the soul 
of man. ’Man has essentially creaturliness. He can never 
become liberated from finitude except through Lord’s 
grace.®® 

Such a position is not acceptable to l^ahkara. ^aiikara 
posits that moksa is native to man and not derivative. Man 
and Brahman are not two different kinds of entities. One 
can evolve into another. Evolution in the inorganic field 
and in the animal world is automatic and is guided by natu- 
ral laws. Even in the world of nature modern Biologists 
are of opinion that there arc no burlesque mutations. Julian 
Huxley in his recent volume of collected essays says ‘With 
the new knowledge of the last twenty years the overwhelm- 
ing consensus of biology has returned to support Darwin’s 
original view of extreme gradualness of all evolutionary 
change.®^ ' 

Science and the Modern world ; p. ijS. 

»“ Theistic Christianity and all the theistic schools of Vedanta 
hold to this view. 

According to Ramiauja the GUa is the book of devotion demand- 
ing self-surrender to the Lord's will, 

Julian Huxley. On living in a Kei/eiufion, p. 47. (1944). 
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Even a sceptical historian like Gibbon writes as foll- 
ows, T shall not, I trust, be accused of superstiiion, but 1 
must remark, that even in this world, the natural order 
of events will some times afford the strong appearance of 
moral retribution/ 

But evolution at the human level is not physical. 
The process becomes conscious. .Man has reached his biome- 
chanical limit. Development can take place only on the 
side of values, and not in physical power. Julian Hu.xlcy 
observes that with man evolution takes a different turn, 
with him values and ideals come into being. The criteria 
is their satisfaction. ‘The quest for truth and knowletige, 
virtue, beauty and aesthetic expression and its satisfaction 
through the channels of science and plnlosophy, invsticism 
and morality, literature and , arts, becomes one of the 
modes or avenues of evolutionary progress. tctidency 
in this direction had been manifested earlier in cvttlution. 
On the whole, biological progress in its later stages had 
been more concerned with independence of the environ- 
ment than with control over it... ..We may anticipate that 
in the remote future that human control over the environ- 
ment will become increasingly devoted to securing greater 
independence — in other words, greater freedom from materi- 
al exigencies — and both of them together to securing a 
greater degree of self-realisation and of the satisfaction of the 
human values’*^®. 

Aristotle observed ‘that without virtue man is the most 
dangerous animal.’ But his high destiny is not the gift 
of any supernatural entity but can be had by his own effort. 
The Gita says ‘let a man raise the self by the seif and not 
let the self become depressed, for, verily, is the self the friend 
of the self and also the self the self’s enemy.’**’ 


^^Ihldp. 52. 

See : Hibherf Journal Julian 
Nov. 1042. 

F. 6 
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The Buddha asked his disciples to take their refuge 
in the self. ‘Be ye, as those who have the self as their light. 
Be ye, as thftse who have the self as their refuge.’ Betake 
yourself to no cxternaT refuge. Hold fast to the truth as 
to a refuge.**^ 

The charter of advaita says ‘that thou art’ and not 
‘that thou wilt become.’ Brahman realisation is not some- 
thing that is produced but it is there all the time waiting 
to be realised. It is the art of self discovery. 

The illustration given is that of a prince broagh!: up 
as hunter from infancy, discovering aficnvard.s th.il he 
is of royal blood.®® In the words of X'idvaranxa, it is like 
the laying of ones hand on a forgotten golden ornament 
which is ail the time resting on one’s own neck:. Sankara 
proclaims that which is produced is bound to be destroyed. 
He htdds that it is not produced, ‘it is present, hecausc 
it is eternal and is not dependent on the cfl'ort of human 
beings.’®'^ It is real, but not realised. It is a making known 
and not a bringing into being. The kingdons of heaven 
comes not by observation. It is not hither nor thither, 
but is within us. It is the birth right of man. It is real; 
if it comes into being it cannot be real. ‘I'har which is 

Maha,pMnalhbnna suHa. 3 3. 

The English poet Robert Browning gives expressiun to the 
advaita concept of raofcsa in the following lines, Paratr/fx/ri. 

‘ Truth lies w'thin ourselves ; it takes no fisc. 

From outward things, whate’vcr you may believe. 

There is an inmost centre in us all 

Where Truth abides in fullness ; am! to know 

Rather consists in opening a way. 

When the i.nprisuncd splendour may escape 

Than in effecting entry for a light. 

Supposed to be without’ 

^Abkata. on BrMdranyaka U, i, i. 

^ Sahkara bn Vedibife sStra i, i, i. 

'BhOtam brahma jijBisyami 
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eternal cannot be achieved by action. As the Gifd puts 
it ‘the unreal never is, the real never is not. ’‘->9 

The declares ‘that all beings visit Brahman 

world, day after day but not one realises it.’“'’ If Brahman 
is so near us and if its realisation does not involve an ecsta- 
tic flight to some distant land, why do people not take 
advantage of it ? Spinoza has answered the question for 
us, ‘If the way of salvation lay ready to hand and could be 
found without toil, would it be neglected by nearly every 
one.’ His answer is, ‘all excellent things are as difficult as 
they are rare.’^®^ „ 

The Upanisads do not minimise the difficulty involved 
in the attainment of release. Sankara holds the view 
that the direct instrument for moksa is jnana. 
Ethical excellence and ceremonial purity are onl)’’ 
aids to jfiana. By jnana we mean realisation and not 
mediate knowledge. Mere mediate knowledge does not 
take us very far.®^ The sage Narada approached Sanatkumara 
for instruction in that art which would give him freedom and 
abiding peace. He confessed to Sanatkumara that he was 
learned in ail the arts. He said, I know the R^eda the 
Yajurveda, the Sama-veda, the Atharvuveda as the fourth 
legend and ancient lore (itihasa-purana) as the fifth, veda 
of the vedas i.e.. Grammar etc.. .......... .He concluded 

saying that he was only the knov'er of mantras and not 
atman?-^^ Brahman realised is not through intellectual 
process. It is a type of illumination. For Brahman reali- 

II, iz ‘^nastyakftah 

Chmd(tgya, VIII, z. 

SpifioJsa Ethics condudmg passage. 

VarihBpamsai~ ■ 

asti brahmeti ced pa,rok§aj3inam tm 
'zliam brahmeti ced' ?eda'"tll'kiit^4-ai:Sk"ticjatc, 



44 f. MAGARAJA RAO 

sation intellecmaiity paves the way, ceremonial purity (karma) 
and ethical excellence lead to the purification of the mind. 
On the intellectual side the training consists of the study 
and discussion of the Upanisads with the help of a guru wIk » 
has some experience of spiritual-life. I'hc study must 
enable us to meditate upon self. It must give us that knrnv- 
ledge which destroys maya which is the cause of all suffer- 
ings. We must also understand that the prime purport 
of all scriptures is the identity of the atman with self. The 
intellectual discipline must enable us to discriminate between 
the eternal and the transient. At the intellectual stage it 
must be of the nature of a conviction. Sravam i.c., the study 
of scripture gives us this knowledge. The second stage is 
called manana i.e. arguing within oneself as to Ikjw atid why 
the vedantic teaching alone is true. In this stage, what has 
been learnt from others is turned into a conviction, Ratioual 
reflection has a very importilnt place in advaita.'"* 

After reflectton we have mdidhyasaim. It is a conti- 
nued and prolonged meditation of the advaitic truth till 
the time of realisation. If this is not done, the conviction 
will peter away by the unconscious reassertion of old habits 
of thought and desires. It is here we feel the need to check 
out impulses and train them well Sankara is not for the 
thwarting of our desires, but is for training them and harness- 
ing them to proper ends. That is the purpose of morality. 
A mere natural life is not likely to lead man to realisation. 
The unregenerate life of man must be overcome. This can 
be achieved by a healthy kind of disinterestedness as advo- 
cated by the Giti. The central point of the Gita is that a cer- 
tain amount of renunciation is necessary and good in every act 
for its being done well.i®® In the words of A. Huxley ‘disin- 
terestedness helps us to break our unregenerate self-hood. 

Bthudarattyaka 11, 4, j. 

This is the stand taken by Mahatma Gandhi in his commentary 
ja the Gita. He appropriately calls it anSsakli yoga. 
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It is this self-hood that constitutes the most heavy 
and hardly translucent substance which cuts off most of the 
light of Reality and distorts what little it permits to pass. 
Sankara enumerates the necessity for the practice f,f six 
virtues;!®® the control of the mind and the senses, 'fhese 
two lead to the temperance of thought. Temperance ot 
act i.e. Uparafi ItSids to renunciation in fact. The next 
one is fortitude. It is courage to endure the opposits. 
The last two are powers of concentration and faith (samadha- 
nam and graddha). This gives us necessary strength to rea- 
lise Brahman,. The moral training coupled with intelieciuai 
knowledge makes the aspirant desire liberation. 

After a strenuous moral training as the Glfd puts it, 
the individual has to abstract his senses from the multipli- 
city of objects. Further he has to put down firm by the 
surging and distracting desires that trouble the mint!. .'X 
highly concentrated self can hear the inner voice. The 
GUd asks us to be ekdkl and have jatacittd' It is only 
after this that realisation follows, when the individual gets 
behind the real self and goes down in the deep he establishes 
contact with the primary reality that is called sdksdik-dra or 
spiritual experience. 

Now we have seen how spiritual realisation is the 
greatest of present facts and yet it is a remote possibility. 
The self is covered with many layers. The function of know- 
ledge is to unveil the deepest layers of man’s being and get 
into enduring contact with it. It is an experience and not 
a mere knowledge. It is an act of awareness. The impor- 
tant point about Sankara is that moksa is not a suppcr-naiura! 
gift but a natural evolution. It is not through devinc 
election, but through natural evolution that man attains 

1®® Huxley Gw p. jj. 

107 cm. VI— lo. , ' ' ' ' ; ■■ . ; - . ; ‘ .y . , 

108 i^afikara ‘aoubhavSrtidhafn ca vidyaphajarti.' > f ’ 

on Vedanta iStra'.lSi^ A, I'i. ■ "v-,.-. x, « ;■ 
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moksa. It is by the concentrated effort fff man’s entire self, 
illumined by knowledge that he ai tains release, 'i'he 
son of man becomes God; through the crucifixion we Itavc 
the resurrection. 

The nature of moksa though it is in tlie very ttature 
of man is most difficult to attain because of man’s selfish 
nature. The GUd says® ‘amongst thousands of men scarcely 
one strives for perfection, and of those who strive and 
succeed scarcely one knows the trath.’^®-’ In our activities 
we must try to be godlike. Aristotle observed, Tt is right 
that though we arc mortal we should seek as far as possible 
to live as though we were immortal. 

The third part in the definition of rcligif)L;s experience 
describes it ‘as something that gives meaning to all that pass- 
es, and yet eludes apprehension; something whose possess- 
ion is the final good, and yet is beyond all reacli some- 
thing which is the ultimate ideal, and the hopeless 
quest.’i’^^ 

The advaitin describes Brahman realisation as the 
supreme object of human life. It is held that it is the biggest 
thing in the world. Sanatkumara instructs Narada that 
what is great is bliss, there is no bliss in the small. (Yo vai 
bhuma tat sukhara nalpe sukham asti, bhumaiva sukham.) 
It is held as the supreme value of life. I.otd Krsna says 
‘that on gaining which one feels there is no greater 
gain.’^^*-^ Sage Apastamba observes ‘there is no greater gain 
than the true awareness of sclf.’^’'* ‘vSeck yc first the 
kingdom of heaven all other things will be added unto 
you.’ That is the strain in which the Upanisads and ^>ah- 
kara speak about the significance and value of realisation. 

cm, vn. 3. 

S. Radhakrishnan, India and China p. 66. 

SckHe0 and ths Modtrn mr/d : p. z%B, 
nt GiiSYl^zz. - ■ 

Apastamha sutra X 1, 22, 
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It is Brahman realisation that gives meaning to all 
that passes. Without it, it has no significance. All the 
things of the ■w'orld are for it. 

a celebrated dialogue Yajfiavalkya instructs his 
wife in the art of self-realisation and its significance. The 
spiritual aspirant Maitreyi -when confronted by the separa- 
tion of her husband and the bestowal of his goods put the 
question, Tf now, sir, this whole earth filled with wealth 
were mine, would I be immortal thereby ?’ ‘No,’ said Yajna- 
valkya, ‘as the life of the rich, even so would your life be; 
of imniortality, however, there is no hopg through 
wealth.’’-^^ 

Then said Maitreyi ‘what should I do witii that, through 
which I may not be immortal It is after this question 
that Yajfiavalkya instructs her. He points out in his ^iis- 
course that all our love is not merely for the object which 
we say we love ; be it the son, the wife or the hu.s- 
band. It is the love of the self that makes us love things. 
He concludes ‘verily, not for love of all is all dear, but for 
love of the soul all is dear.His \i^’hat docs it profit a man, as 
Christ put it, ‘if he gains the whole world and loses his self.’ 
The love of humanity and many things in this world is 
possible because of the love of self. The German Vetlantin 
Dr. Deussen towards the end of his tour in India said in 
a gathering in Bombay that the gospels quite correctly 
establish as the highest morality ‘love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ But why should I do so since by the order of 
nature I feel pleasure and pain only in mysch' not in my 
neighbour. The answer is not in the Bible, hut it is in the 
Upanisads, in the great formula tattvamasi . You love your 
neighbour as. yourself because you are your neighbour. 
The atma is sarvasya atraa (it is the soul of ail souls). 

Brahadaramaka : 11,4, z. 
iw/WII, 4, 3. 
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Advaita metaphysics holds the view that all the bits of 
pleasures wc get from our contact with the objects 
of the world ate due to the Reality behind it which is 
consciousness, bliss and ‘infinitude.’ 

Again, Yajfiavalkya instructs his royal pupil the 
philosopher king of India Janaka ‘that on a part of just this 
(Brahman) bliss other creatures have their living.’ (etas- 
yaivanandasya any^i bhutani matramupajivanti). He 
adds ‘this is the highest achievement. This is the highest 
world. This is the highest bliss. It is this that gives mean- 
ing to all that is in the world of space and time. It is the 
final good and still it is very difficult for unregeneratc men 
to attain it. As the Gita puts, it, human imagination and 
life being incurably earth-bound, is limited to the human. 
As a consequence of it wc confuse and overlay our souls 
with thick layers of unreality. We continuously live at the 
plane of unreality. So we do not reach outside the range 
of the worlds of sense and reason. We get nettled into 
the meshes of our reason and passions. \X'e become giddy 
with the power of our wealth and scientific knowledge. 
We declare in the language of the G'lta T am the Lord of 
all (Igvara) and I enjoy myself.I am prosperous and mighty.’^^*^ 

This I have gained to day; and that longing 1 will ful- 
fill. This wealth is mine, and that also shall be mine here- 
after. ‘This foe I have slain and others too I shall slay’, 

1 am rich and of high birth, who is there like 
unto me.’ While hugging such thoughts to his ntind the 
wretched human forgets that the Lord miglu say ‘Thou 
fool, this night shall thy soul be required of thee.’ 

If men continue to live at this level of unreality they 
do not see the light. The sense of unreality increases by 
what it feeds on. Men begin to live the life of the impulses. 

hfhadarmjaka IV, 3, 32, 

*18 Gita XVI. V. 14* 
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They don’t check their impulses, or supress their wishes. 
They find no need to mortify their flesh. They live to the 
full capacity of their nature. They keep their faculties 
at the concert pitch. They live an all round life. Appolo 
gets his due, Venus also gets heir due. This unrege- 
nerate life at the level of unreality has no chance of 
spiritual experience. It is a. hopeless quest for them. 
They are never after it. If you tell them that 'blessed are 
those that hunger after spiritual experience’ they reply, 
we have no appetite for that excellent fare. Lord Kjsna 
refers to them as the lost souls. He says, these unregene- 
rate souls ‘being deluded from birth to birth never attain 
me.’ ^20 The c]uest is hopeless for these men and it eludes 
their apprehension. ‘Many are called but few are chosen.’ 
The few must choose themselves. 

The Upanisads and Sankara both insist on a discrimi- 
native wisdom as the cause of philosophic enquiry and hold 
the view that detachment is necessary for it. The Katha 
declares that the path of self realisation is ‘like the sharp 
edge of a razor difficult to cross and hard to tread.’^^i It 
warns us to be wide awake and not allow the devil to take 
possession of us. We must be sentinels forever on guard 
against the strategems of the enemy. The devil has a hund- 
red hide-outs from which it will be springing up. Eternal 
vigilance is the price not only of political liberty but of spiri- 
tual realisation. Good life is indispensable to it. If spiri- 
tual realisation is non-derivative and so easy, why do men 
not take to it? It gives them eternal bliss. The answer 
is then men are doped in their fancy happiness. So they 
continue to live at the level of unreality. The awakening 
is necessary. It is obtained by critical enquiry afttd realised 
by unremitting endeavour. 


: XVI, V 13, 14, 15. 
XVI. V, 20 . 

: I, in. 14. 
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We have seen so far what religious experience is and 
how it is the ultimate ideal and final good. In the language 
of the Upanisads, realisation frees us from fear and secures 
abhaya (freedom from fear). It ferries us across the ocean 
of sorrow. It gives us isanti. Man is created for this 
vision. 

It is men with this experience that are able to reform 
the world. They do not have any longing whatsoever. 
They regard entire world as their home. They have no 
individual good to pursue. ‘Considerations of mine 
and thine weigh only with the little minded; to the large 
hearted the whole world is a single house hold.’^^^ They go 
about the universe scattering love on the pavements of the 
universe even though it is unrequited. In the words 
of S. Radhakrishnan these men are the creative spirits who 
disclose the reality of the spirit at vast interval of time through 
the power of their life and teaching. They have seen God 
face to face and reflect clearly the divine purpose and 
practice it. Their wisdom is enlightemnent and their 
knowledge is power. They ‘add to the invisible forces 
of goodness’ in the world. They have ‘stamped infinity’ 
on the thought and the life of the country. 

These seers after their spiritual realisation do not 
;:emain indiffereint to the human situation and misery. The 
, is not a mere spectator. The realised soul by his exam- 
ple and activity brings good to mankind. It is of these men 
^ of spiritual realisation, rapt in intimate union with Brahman, 
the ocean of infinite bliss and knowledge, the poet said, 

. ‘their fanxiiy is for ever sanctified, their mothers blessed. 
They are the peace-makers and the salt of the 
.earth.’i®?^ 

i22ayath nijah paro veti ganani laghuastasam : udaracaritinaih tu 
vasudhaiva kuf.umbakam. 

Kulatfj pavitram, jananl krtSrtha, vasundhata pupyavat! catena, 
Apara sariivit sukhasagarc’ smin linam pare brahmani yasya pefah. 
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Peace or ianti is the main characteristic of realisation. 
It is one ineffable joy. As the Upanisad puts it, fear arises 
only from the existence of a second. 

We have so far examined Whitehead’s celebrated de- 
finition of religion and the advaitin’s concept We have 
also noted how the description of religious experience is 
integral to advaita metaphysics. Whitehead agrees with 
the advaitin in affirming the importance of the concept of 
peace. He describes it at great length and holds the view that 
it alone completes civilisation. He says ‘ a society is to be 
termed civilised whose members participate in the five 

qualities — ^Truth, Beauty, Adventure, Art, Peace.’^^s Jt jg peace 

‘which shall bind together the other four ’qualities, so as 
to exclude from our notion of civilisation the restless 'egotism 
with which they have often in fact been pursued.’^^e ‘Apart 
from it (peace),’ Whitehead holds, the pursuit of ‘ Truth, 
Beauty, Adventure, Art ’ can be ruthless, hard, cruel.’ He 
does not equate peace with ‘ tenderness ’ and ‘ love.’ He 
does not think it is impersonal. He says that ‘ imper- 
sonality is too dead a notion and ‘ tenderness ’ too 
narrow.’ 

He describes peace as follows, ‘The peace that is here 
meant is not the negative conception of anaesthesia. It is 
a positive feeling which crowns the ‘life and motion’ of the 
soul. It is hard to define and difficult to speak of. It is 
not a hope for the future, nor is it an interest in present 
details. It . is a broadening of feeling due to the emerg- 
ence of some deep metaphysical insight, unverbalised and 
yet momentous in its coordination of values. Its first 
effect is the removal of the stress of acquisitive^ feeling aris- 
ing from the soul’s preoccupation with itself, ' ThUs peace 

dvitiyad vai bhayam bhavati. 

Adventures of Ideas : p. 367. 

367. 

Ibid 366. 


33121 


52 


P. NaGARAJA RAO 


carries with it a surpassing of personality. There is an 
inversion of relative values.’^^s 

He continues ‘Its (peace) emotional effect is the subsi- 
dence of turbulence which inhibits. More accurately, it 
preserves the springs of energy, and at the same time masters 
them for the avoidance of paralysing distractions.’^^® 

‘The experience of peace is largely beyond the control 
of purpose. It comes as a gift. The deliberate aim at 
peace very easily passes into its bastard substitute, Anaesthe- 
sia. In other words, in the place of a quality of ‘life and 
motion’, there is substituted their destruction. Thus peace 
is the removal of inhibition and not its introduction. It 
results in a wider sweep of conscious interest. It enlarges 
the field of attention 

‘It is a barrier against narrowness. One of its fruits 
is that passion whose existence Home denied, the love of 
mankind as such.’^®^ 

Whitehead further holds the view ‘that there can be no 
real halt of civilisation in the indefinite repetition of a per- 
fected ideal. Staleness sets in. And this fatigue is nothing 
other than the creeping growth of anesthesia, whereby that 
social group is gradually sinking towards nothingness’^^^ 

Decay, transition, loss, displacement belong to the 
essence of the creative advance... It keeps vivid the 
sensitiveness to the tragedy; and it sees the tragedy as a 
living agent persuading the world to aim at fineness beyond 
the faded level of surrounding fact. Each tragedy is the 
disclosure of an ideal what might have been, and was not’.^®^ 

*** Adventures of Ideas : p. 367. 

Ibid p. 367, 

368. 

Adventures of Ideas :p. 368. 

Ibid ip. 368. 
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W'hitehead’s description of peace and that of the 
advaitin are similar to some extent. The points of agreement 
are as important as the points of difference. Peace (santi) 
is the final description of realisation. It is not negative, 
nor an unconscious state of mind. It is plenitude itself. 
It is bliss, knowledge and consciousness. Peace is declared 
to be the absolute requisite of well being. The Gita dec- 
lares ‘he that has no peace — whence has he happiness.*^^® 
The sense of santi born of spiritual realisation makes one 
realise the universal nature of self. Pie desires the good 
of all (sarvabhutahite ratah). Pie has not egoistic feeling, 
he sees every where the universal self. The rcalisaton 
of peace is the chief characteristic of spiritual experience. 
Sankara regards it as native to the soul, which requires 
only to be unfolded. It is not a gift, not a present from 
above. The man who has realised peace goes above the 
relative distinctions of morality which obtains in the world 
of duality. He is no longer troubled by external standards. 
He is a law unto himself. As Burns observed ‘the little men 
need rules and nothing else, the great men are a law unto 
themselves. He has no conflict. He no longer , worries 
in the words of the Upanisads’. Have I done aught that is 
sinful, or neglected aught that is good.’^^® 

The man of peace has a universal vision. Some enli- 
ghtened Christian missionaries and fanatical theists criticise 
the ethics of the perfection of self-realisation as non-moral 
because it does not admit of the distinction of the good and 
the evil. The state of spiritual perfection is no doubt be- 
yond the region of good and evil. 

But that is not an invitation to practise unethical con- 
duct The man of spiritual life has all his egoistic and acqui- 
sitive feeling burnt away. They are the chief sources of bad 

Gits ; 11, U. 
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conduct. With them all evil goes. Nothing bad can result 
from him. He has the source of all evil destroyed in him. 
He has no sej5aratist feeling which is the basis of all distinc- 
tions and preferences. The strain of choosing the right 
and wrong and living the right ethical life is confined to 
the world of plurality. The advaitin envisages a stage 
beyond this. Spiritual experience transmutes conduct to 
that stage. After this experience the individual loses 
his self consciousness. He has no Tness (mamata). It is 
only when we are self conscious that our love to others 
is particularistic and not universal. The love which an 
individual bestows on others is exclusive. At this stage he 
loves with some strain. The law of love is still external 
to him. He has feelings of self-approbation and self-conde- 
mnation. The strain of ethical life is still present before 
him. As a result of spiritual realisation he transcends this 
dual point of view and relative distinctions. The self- 
lessness or the unselfishness of the realised soul is the perfect 
one. The unselfishness of the soul that is conscious of its 
unselfishness is not the highest. It is moral but not spiri- 
tually perfect. We must forget the self-conscious nature 
of the moral agent also to be perfect. The Mahdhhdrata 
puts it well. 

It asks us first to ‘forswear all selfishness and then 
forswear that by which we do.'^®’’ At this stage law and love 
become one. It is only men with such realisation that 
can say ‘There can be no happiness for any of us, until it 
is won for all ?’ ‘If blood is to be shed, let it be ours,’ 
They exhort us to cultivate the quiet courage of dying 
without killing. Thus we see the ethic of self perfection is 
supra morali ' 

: XII 337-46 ■ 

tyaja dharmam adharmam ca, ubhc satyan^te tyaja 
ubhe satyaii(te tyaktva yena tyajati tat tyaja. 

Mahatma Gandhi. ‘For man lives freely only by his readiness 
to die it needs it be at the hands of his brother, never by killing him*. 
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The metaphysical presupposition of Whitehead’s sys- 
tem in responsible for the differences between his concept 
of peace and that of Sankara. Whitehead conceives peace 
in terms of a dynamic process and not a static realisation. 
It is consistent with his conception of reality as a process. 
He holds that ‘there is not the indifinite repetition of a per- 
fect ideal.’ He inveighs against the conception of the ideal 
of static perfection. He holds that there is room for inde- 
finite progress and continuous emergence of novelty. 
‘Decay transition, loss, and displacement belong to the 
essence of creative advance.’ Sankara does not agree 
with such an ideal. The advaitin distinguishes between 
progress and perfection. The temporal order of events 
.is not the fundamental character of reality. Time is not 
an ultimate philosophical category for Sankara as in XK’hitc- 
head. For Whitehead there is nothing beyond the histori- 
cal process. Evolution for him takes place and develops 
in the historical process through the interactions of several 
factors. The advaitin does not equate progress and per- 
fection, time and eternity. The difference between them is 
not only a matter of degree. The two are two different 
dimensions. Perfection lis not completed progress, nor 
eternity mere everlasting time. Progress with its corollary 
is confined according to the advaitin to the phenomenal 
world. Progress belongs to the historical and temporal 
process. The purpose of history and man is not comple- 
tely realised in the historical process and temporal order. 
Perfection refers to the ultimate ideal of man. It is eternal 
and not everlasting. ‘Time is real only as the vehicle of 
values. Values abide and things endure.’ Spinoza follo- 
wing such a line of thought identifies perfection with Rea- 
lity. He said ‘by reality and perfection, 1 mean one and the 
same thing.’ 

Things change in this world of ours. Progress and 
regress are the characters we ascribe to them in the light 
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of some purposes. Progress as a concept is intelligibe 
only when viewed in the light , of purposes. Purposes are 
manifold, and they differ from men to men. The craze 
for the doctrine of progress is characteristic of some of our 
contemporary British philosophers. They in their anxiety 
to be ever on the move have set their gods also on the 
motion. 

As a result of it we have evolving gods. Progress 
and perfection do not belong to the same level of experi- 
ence. Time and eternity are different levels. Radhakrish- 
nan observes that perfection is not attained within the time 
order or within the limits of the historical process. Tt is 
victory over time, a triumphant Ipassage from the histori- 
cal to the super historical.’ Perfection, Isahkara descri- 
bes as the means by which one ‘arrives at a goal without 
travelling.’^^® It is a change of out-look. It is in short 
a transcendental state. It has no change or 'progress. 
It is perfection itself. 


5'®® : T 937 p. 264. 

1*® ‘aoadhvagah adhvasu parayi?navah’. 
‘avagatireva gatih.’ ' ■ 



SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF 
THE ADVAITA PHILOSOPHY ACCORDING 
TO SURE^WARA* 

By Veeramani Prasad Upadhyaya 

India has produced many systems of philosophy and 
even one system has been interpreted in several ways so as 
to give rise to numerous schools on the whole. Attempts 
have been made at presenting the fundamental doctrines 
of these systems in English by many European and Indian 
scholars, who with a gift for lucid expressions and admir- 
able command over the language have succeeded in popu- 
larising the real spirit of the general phases of these philo- 
sophical thoughts. The advaita view, as enunciated by 
the illustrious founder of the school, namely, Sankara, has 
been brought out in general and its importance among tlic 
various systems of Indian Philosophy also has been envi- 
saged and emphasised. But it remains still an unful-fillcd 
task to set forth the salient features of differences, worked 
out by the subsequent interpretors and followers of Sankara. 
Without the valuable works of his disciples and followers, 
who expounded his thought in various ways, the advaita 
system would not have occupied the important place, which 
it docs now. 

It is a matter of supreme satisfaction that in the recent 
years a large and increasing improvement has been mani- 
fested in the general taste of the reading public and interes- 
ted scholars for the advaita system of philosophy, which 
is responsible for new expositive works constantly pouring 
out in the held. It is universally admitted that the mass of 
the advaita literature grew rapidly and enormously in 
the Post-j5ahk.ara period as a result of keen competitions 

* This is a portioti from the D. Litt. Thesis of the author on 
Sure^wara. 
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on between difFetent schools of Vedanta and of 
controversies tenaciously carried on by their staunch adhe- 
ranrs by way of charges and counter-charges. It is no doubt 
a fact that for those, chiefly interested in philosophical thou- 
ghts, argumentation or wordy warfare has no great value 
and what is of supreme importance is the principal tenets 
of the system. Nevertheless, the enormous works of the 
Post-Sankara period, belonging to the said kind of 
literature, cannot be ignored; since in them are embedded 
the developments and the interesting interpretations of 
the underlying principles of the advaita sj/stem. Sundry 
minor metaphysical controversies, which once intensely 
agitated the keenest intellects, may now possess only a 
historical interest for the superficial readers. But to bring 
the individual doctrines and differences of views, wrapped 
up in them, into proper light is the need of the day, as the 
general tenets and broad outlook of the advaita sysytem 
have already been brought out and lucidly presented in 
English by eminenc scholars. So what we more pardcu- 
larly need at present is an authorwise specialisation in the 
works of the prominent Post-^ahkara Advaitins. An 
attempt in this direction, that is, at the presentation 
of the philosophy of advaita with special reference to 
any one or more of the Post-^arikara adr aitins has heen 
already started by Dr. Asutosh Sastri and Dr. T.Al.P. 
Mahadevan. 

The above-named writers, however, have made an 
exposition of the advaita doctrines as developed and ex- 
pounded by writers of much later period among Post-, Sankara 
advaitins. But nothing critically valuable has been done 
so far about the immediate successors of ^lahkara, wlio arc 
traditionally accepted to be his direct disciples and expo- 
nents of different schools of interpretations obtaining in the 
realm of advaitism. There is a yawning gulf between 
Sankara and his direct disciples on the one hand and the 
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gfeat names in the history of advaita, such as Vidyiranya,’- 
Madhusudana Saraswati,^ Citsukhacarya^ and others. So 
an exposition of the advaita philosophy as understood and 
interpreted by Sankara’s direct successors remains an un- 
explored field. Of all his direct disciples, traditionally 
admitted to be so, Suresvara figures as the most prominent, 
and he has also left behind a number of works, which, furni- 


^ His works are : — 

(i) (2) (5) 

(4) (5) ?rqd^T 35 ifcr-zHT, (6) 

(7) ^ci^qrTRq^fqqjr, (8) (9) 

Rqfiftqsr, (10) fi^Rtiqq 5 qrf%fRR and (ii) 

ftnfqsrq. 

•x 

2 His works are : — 

f^^FcTR'f, (2) (5) 

(4) (5) t<?Tnr^?q 5 rf%q.r, (6) and 

{7) 

3 (^7) A. IV, V. 62. 

(0 StqvTOTRSf^-— P- P. V. (views quoted without directly 
referring to his name). * 

(c) — ^N. M.— P. 33 J and P. 357. 

(cl) <%g-dilRr — I. S.— P. 235. and pp. 374 — 75. 

(f) Kalpataru— P. 921. 

If) f-q?g^rRpl—T. P.~Ps. 9, U2, 346, 348, 381 and 383. 

0 ) P- s.— Ps. 31, 75, JI4 and 205 Paiicada^i 

vra-i2. 

(/>) S. C.— Ps. 407, 418, 473, 374 and 89 (without 

referring lo his name). 

(/) qggSJfTOqnt—A. S.-Ps. 469, 483, 495. 515. 558, 696 and 
885 ; S. B.— Ps. 220, 222, 253, 340 and 350 etc., V. K. L. — 
Ps. 12, 17, 23, z6, 27, 60, and 84. 

(y) STSfR'^i — Laghu-candrika-comm. on A. S,, P. 483 ; N. R. — 
Ps., 22r, 223, 259, 272, 273 nnd 343. 

(/(;) 5 [RFS;q— (unpublished) and others. 
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shing sutficicut data, ptovide enough scope for us to recons- 
truct a complete system of the philosophy in the light of 
his most substantial and valuable contributions to the 
advaita school. No doubt many of the special features 
of his views got almost shrouded in the subsequent 
over-whelming growth of the advaita literature, still 
his importance remains unquestionable when one takes 
into account the great progress effected by him in the 
advaita system through his marvellous interpretations 
and original contributions as the first exponent of the 
Abhasa theory. Although much of what may be treated 
as his original contributions may strike now as something 
not new and unfamiliar and mostly as common views of the 
advaitins by reason of their having been actually incor- 
porated and frequently quoted in later works, yet it is 
an endeavour worth undertaking to examine critically 
all the works of Sure^vara and delineate the important 
aspects of the advaita philosophy as revealed through 
them by way of an exposition of the advaita system. 
This attempt will not only save the trouble of scholars, 
unavoidably entailed in wading through Suresvara’s 
voluminous works in order to deduce his original views 
and contributions to the advaita system but will also 
secure an easy access to the secrets of the system, which 
have been here and there remarkably disclosed by SureSvara 
in the course of his convincing and intelligent interpreta- 
tion thereof. 

Sure^vara occupies a very important place among 
those followers of Sankara,who successfully tried to defend 
his system from the attacks of his opponents and expound 
the fundamental doctrines thereof in a very impressive and 
marvellous manner. His importance can be known by 
the fact that he is looked upon with great reverence by all 
the reputed advaitins of the Post-Sankara^ period such 
os Mfldhusudana Saraswati Citsukhacarya, Vacaspati and 
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Others, who themselves are regarded as master minds in 
advaita philosophy. The very fact that these writers quote 
him in their important works clearly establishes both the 
priority of Suresvaracarya as well as the authoritativeness 
of his works. 

Suresvaracarya is recognised as one of the original 
writers of advaita philosophj^. He represents a special 
line of thought which is known as ‘Abhasa-Vada’ followed 
by him in interpreting the essential doctrines of advaitism. 
That Suregvara considered it to be his chief task to 
interpret, amplify and vindicate the thoughts of his 
Divine Master, Sankara, is evident from his own verses.'* 
When we call Suresvara an original w'riter in the field 
of advaitic literature, we do not forget that he merely 
claims to interpret in his own way the thoughts of 
his predecessors in advaita philosophy. If one denies 
originality to Suresvara on the score that he is a mere 
interpreter, he will have to deny the same even to 
Sankara, for he too claims to formulate and represent 
systematically the Advaitic thoughts to be found in the 
Upanisads, the Gud and the Brahma-sutras No Hindu 
philosopher would venture to come at the sacrilege of 
presenting some truths as absolutely new and original, 
since every one necessarily traces his thoughts to the 
Vedas or Upanisadic passages and claims only to expose 
the valuable instructions and doctrines contained therein 
by interpreting them in a manner, suitable to his desired 
conclusions. 

Suresvara is a voluminous writer and is credited with 
having left behind a large number of works, some of which 
are not available to us such as l^aghwartika and Vdt'tikasira 
etc. His important works, which are available and have 

B. B. V. — 2072-73, vv, 23-25 ; Sambandha-Vartika-P. L, 
V. 2 ; N. S. — A. I., P. 8, V, 5 ; A. IV, pp. 205-5 ; vv. 7(5-77 and 74. 


^2 VEERAUAnI I’RASAt) UPADHYAYA 

formed the basic documents of the present thesis are the 
following*. — 

(1) Brhaddranyakopmisad-hhdsya-vdrHka, 

(2) Tmttirijopanisad-bbdsya-pdriiki!, 

(3) PaMCikMramvdrtika, 

(4) 'Daksindmfirti-stofra-Pdrtik-ci called Mdndsdlhlsn 

and"; 

(5) Naisk(trmya-siddhi. 

As the Brhaddrmjakopamsad-bliasya-vdrtika the most 
prominent of all his works, is exceedingly voluminous 
and almost unmanageable, the present writer had to 
devote several years to the proper study and assimilation of 
the work. The main consideration, constantly looming 
large before his eyes in writing the present thesis, has 
been to elucidate and amplify the Abhasa-vada, which is 
regarded as the original contribution of SureSvaracarya 
and has not been analysed and explicated as yet by any 
modern writer on the ad vaita system. 

The present writer also proposes to make an apology 
here that in weaving together the subtle threads of SureS- 
vara’s views, lying scattered here and there in his works, 
he had sometimes to develop them in such a manner as 
might lead one to mis-understand what is mere exposition 
to be pure supplementation. But it may be pledged 
with the fullest conviction that nothing more than wliat 
could be actually and exactly gleaned from the thorough 
perusal of his entire works has been put forth as Surc 4 vara’s 
views and original contributions throughout the whole of 
the thesis. The above-noted fact has also stood in the way 
of the proper documentation of the thesis, for mostly cita- 
tions either prove too copious to be incorporated in the 
foot-notes or do not exactly bring out the intended conclu- 
sion, if wrested away from the whole work and studied sepa- 
rately as isolated and independent extracts. To quote 
j.. */% ond 1-hft dismembered extracts mostly 
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do not serve the intended purpose. This much however, 
can be, undoubtedly assured that the thesis is the net result 
and logical outcome of repeated studies and thot(.)ugh 
assimilation of all the available works of Sure;?vara, 
studied closely and analysed synthetically in such a way 
as to give rise to a consistent system of philosophical 
thoughts. 

As regards the topics of the thesis, it may be remarked 
that the thesis contains almost all the elaborate explana- 
tions and new ideas, that may be culled from Suresvara’s 
works as his original and valuable contributions to 
the advaita system. The Si/idhmta-l^esa-safigraha points 
out the following as the outstanding original views of 
Suregvara 

(1) The theory of Pratisankhya-Vidhi ahmir l>ra- 

vana. 

(2) The theory of about the 

interpretation of Mahavakyas. 

, f , . ■ ■ 

(3) Jiva is neither Pratibimba nor Avacchinna. 

(4) The theory that Karma is necessary for Vividisa. 

(5) The theory that all, belonging to the Dvija class, 

arc entitled to Sannyasa and Brahma-vidya. 

(6) The Upanisadic texts are the Karana of Brahma- 

realisation. 

To the above may be added the following: — 

(1) The theory of Sattaikya. 

(2) The theory of Abhasa (establishing that all, other 

than the one Absolute Reality, Brahman, arc 

explainable in the terms of Abhasa). 

(3) "Atmatmavatva” is the relation of Avidya and 

the universe to Brahman. 

(4) 'I'ht theory that Avidya is one and undivided, 

though functionally diverse. 
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(5) '.[’he essential non-diffetence of SaksJ, Antafyamin 

and Iilvara. 

(6) I'hc different stages of the process of Cosmo- 

genesis. 

(7) The cognition subsequent to Susupti is a conti- 

nuous experience and not a memory. 

(8) The gradual stages of the path of perfection. 

(9) The inscrutable and unlimited power of the word. 

(10) Acceptance of “Jahat” Laksana in the process 

of Akhandartha-bodha about Brahman. 

(11) The process of Akhandartha-bodha. 

(12) Avidya-nivrtti and Sansara-nivftti are nothing 

but Brahman (on the general principle that 
an appearance is nothing but Reality unrealised 
and wrongly realised and the sublation thereof 
is nothing but Reality realised). 

etc. etc. 

Lastly, the present writer craves pardon for pu|:posely 
refraining from the treatment of historical problems 
such as hlandana-Suresvara equation etc., as they fall out- 
side the scope of the present thesis, which is mainly con- 
cerned only with the doctrinal side of the advaita philo- 
sophy as expounded by Suresvara. This much, howev'er, 
may be unhesitatingly remarked and succinctly stated for the 
satisfation of readers that a perusal of the entire works of 
SureSvara gives an indubious impression of Mandana and 
Suresvara being two distinct and prominent personalities in 
the field of the advaita literature, of the former being a 
somewhat predecessor to Sankara and differing from him 
in views on many a topics of the advaita Vedanta and of 
the latter being his contemporary and disciple and a staunch 
follower and supporter of his views. With these preliminary 
remarks it is proposed now to give below some of the out- 
standing features of Advaitism as interpreted by Suregvara. 

(To he eontinued 


GAUDAPADA’S KARiKA 

By Jnankndra T,al MAjuAinAK 

( ALATAsANTI ) 

{Continued from Vo! . V. Pt. 4 p. 

XII. To know Dharwadhatii In t/s purify is to hmw alt 

¥|=!Tf^R'f I 

W4T5TtPiT-^?TOT fe; ^ 

Transhition—{%^ I'hcsc are thus the four points bv 
attachment to which the Bhagavan (Dharmadharu) is always 
obscured. He by whom the Bhagavan is seen untouched 
by these, sees all. 

Awakening of Faith, p. 58—“ As soon as you understand 
that when the totality of existence is spoken of, or thoughi' 
of, there is neither that which speaks nor that which is spoker 
of, there is neither that which thinks nor that which is 
thought of, then you conform to Bhutatathata ; and when 
your smriti (subjectivity) is thus completely obliterated, it 
is said to have the insight.” 

Ibid. p. 126— “All so-called illusory phenomena arc 
in truth from the beginning what they are ; and their essence 
is nothing but the one soul (or Mind). Though ignorant 
minds that cling to illusory objects cannot understand that 
all things are in their nature the highest reality (Paramartha), 
all Buddha-Tathagatas being free from clinging (or parti- 
cularising) arc able to have an insight into the true nature of 
things. And by virtue of their great wisdom they illuminate 
all distinctions between the defiled and the pure ; through 
their immeasurable and inexhaustible sources of expedlencv 
(upayakausaiya), which is good and excellent, they benefit 
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untl gladden all beings according to the latters’ various 
necessities and capabilities. Therefore, the mind that is 
stifurated with subjectivity is annihilated, while all things 
arc understood and omniscience ( sarvakarajnana) is 
attained.” 

Ibid. p. 83 — “We understand by the annihilation, not 
that of the Mind itself, but of its modes (only).” 

Exposition: — 

(84) From the above it will be amply clear how every 
form of discrimination is wrong from the stand-point of 
perfect knowledge. It is simply owing to our attachment 
to the false notions of discrimination about existence 
and non-existence that the true universal aspect of 
Dharmadhatu is obscured and ir. its place we see, or, 
rather, think that we see, the mirage of the world of discri- 
minated particulars where our knowledge is necessarily 
limited. If ever, by strenuous spiritual effort, any one succ- 
eeds in dispelling the veil of discrimination and viewing the 
Dharmadhatu in its purity, then only his knowledge becomes 
unlimited and he knows what the entire world truly is, that 
it is the universal Dharmadhatu, where there is no idea of 
existence and non-existence , being or non-being oneness 
or bothness, eternaiity or annihilation. 

STM OTSrat fTfT'nf 'msrrqTT I 

spnwtfersJiFcf 11 

Translation — (85) When he has attained universal omni- 
science, the non-dual state of Brahmahood, which has no 
beginning, middle or end, for what will he strive after this ? 

h^akdvatSra Suirn.., X^JF%-“The (Mind as) norm is 
the abode of self-nature 'tiHhich has nothing to do with a 
world of causation; of this, florm which is perfect existence 
^d the highest Brahma» I speRk,” 
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Exposition:— 

(85) Therefore DharmadhStu is the true jfieya (know- 
able). Know it and you know all, and knowing all there 
is no more craving for knowledge. This omniscience is 
Brahmahood which is eternal and devoid of all touch with 
duality, for it is the true existence while duality is non- 
existent. 

f^srprrr srtr; vrfrr 1 

Translation — (86) This humility (i.e., absence of stri- 
ving) on the part of wise men is said to be (their) natural 
tranquility (gama), and their discipline on account of the 
disciplining of (their) nature. Thus should a wise man 
attain tranquility. 

'Kill. Buddha’s teaching— Jtmia, Jmja and Vijneya 

(a) Jndnais of there kinds, of which Jndna itself is transcen- 
dental 

sr^ ?ftWW3^ :pr 

Translation — (87-88) The Buddhas have always taught 
(literally, declared) jfiana (knowledge), jfieya (object of 
jSSna or knowledge) and vijficya (object of vijSSna orpat- 
ticularising knowledge). (Jfiana of) the duality with object 
and with perception is called super- worldly. ()f!atta) self 
without object and without perception is called tramcefl- 
dental. 

Lankdmtdra Sutra, LXVl-—'“'Thttt are three kinds of 
Jnana — ^worldly, super-worldly and transcendental. Worldly 
knowledge belongs to the philosopters and to the igtiorant 
and simple-minded who are attached to the dhalistic 
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view of being und non-being. Supef-worldly knowledge 
belongs to all the Sravakas and Pfatyekabuddhas who are 
attached to the notion of individuality and generality. 
Transcendental knowledge which is free from the dualism 
of being and non-being, belongs to the Bodhisattvas and 
takes its rise when they thoroughly examine things of 
imagelessness, see into the state of no-birth and no-annihila- 
tion and realise egolessness at the stage of Tathagatahood.” 

Ibid. LXXI—‘ When (we know that) there is kno- 
wledge gained independent of any supporting object, what- 
ever statements we make about it are no more than thought- 
constructions.” 

Exposition: — 

(86) When you have attained perfect knowledge and 
known Dharmadhatu and there is nothing else for you to 
know, your worldly nature of strife and restlessness has 
been subdued and perfect quiescence or peace has become 
your nature. It is towards this haven of peace that all wise 
men who are tired of the world wistfully turn their steps 
“to abide in the joy of existence” as the Buddha said, 
{Lafikdvatdra Sutra, LXXXIX.) 

(87-88) Speaking of omniscience, we naturally come 
to the consideration of knowledge in general. These types 
of knowledge can be spoken of in respect oi the three as- 
pects in which things appear to ignorant and wise people, 
namely, knowledge of things which are Par/hdpita or pure- 
ly imaginary, knowledge of things which arc Paratantra 
or mutually dependent, and knowledge of things consi- 
dered as Parinispama or Paramartha, the ultimate reality. 
Knowledge thus differentiated in accordance with the three 
srabhavas or natures of things can again he iliffercntiatcd 
in accordance with worldly, super-worldly atid trans- 
cendental vision when we have come to deal particularly 
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with transcendental knowledge. Worldly knowledge is 
knowledge in which the reality of the world as well as the 
reality of the perception of the world are both cognised as 
true. It is the knowledge of the ignorant masses and 
dualistic philosophers. Super- worldly knowledge; is know- 
ledge in which the reality of the world is not cognised but 
the reality of the perception of the world is cognised 
as true. It is the knowledge of those who are a good 
deal advanced in the path of spirituality. They feel that 
the world is unsubstantial as it appears to their sight, 
but they cannot give denial to their perception of it. 
This means that they are not as yet thoroughly re- 
conciled with the truth of the absolute non-birth of 
the world. Their minds still hover about the charact- 
eristic marks of individuality and generality Ijy which, 
they think, things produce effects on their percep- 
tion. Although they have to a large extent quieted the 
mental tribulations which are inseparable from the percep- 
tion of duality as absolutely true,they have not yet attained 
that perfect peace which nothing but a thorough realisation 
of non-birth can bring. So the Buddha says, ‘‘ With them 
there is something effect-producing, and in this attainment 
of perfect tranquilisation. there is a trace (of dualism) 
of grasped and grasping. Therefore, they do not attain 
perfect tranquilisation in every minute of their mental 

lives They cannot attain to (the clear conviction of) 

an undifferentiated state of all things and the cessation of 
(all) multiplicities” {Laiikdvafdra Sf/fra, LXXX). 

Transcendental knowledge is knowedge in which 
neither the reality of the world nc^r the reality of the per- 
ception of the world is cognised as true. It is the thorough 
realisation of the thorough non-birth of the world and 
an absolute denial to the discrimination of subject and 
object. Here there is attainment of perfect peace without 
the least shade of mental perturbation. “The Bodhisattva- 
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Mlihasattvas,” says the Buddha, “ giving up the view of 
self-nature as subsisting in all things, attain perfect tranqui- 
lisation in every minute of their mental lives” {L. Sutra 
LXXX). Transccntlental knowledge, which is knowledge 
of the Paramjrtba svabhava of all things, alone deserves the 
name of knowledge or Jfiana, worldly and super- worldly 
knowledge which is knowledge of the Varikalpita and 
Paratantra svabhavas being truly but another name of want 
of knowledge. 

This division of knowledge as well as the division into 
three svabhavas was made by the Buddha. 

In consequence of transcendental knowledge Dharma- 
dhatu is known which alone has been called the jfieya 
because nothing else deserves this name. The knowables 
of the other two forms of knowledge have been called 
vijfieya or objects of vijnana, i.e. particularising knowle- 
dge, with which the earth-bound jiva is mainly concerned. 
The Dharmadhatu is not a knowable in the ordinary sense 
of the term, and transcendental knowledge also is not 
knowledge m the ordinary sense, for the latter is unattain- 
able, as will be explained in the last verse and the former 
is revealed when it is revealed. The jneya also is indirec- 
tly a vijheya, otherwise how could such a jiva be taught 
to have any idea of it ? 

Adored be the Buddha from whom we have learnt 
about all these, namely, jfiana, [fieya and vijfieya. 

m# ^ i 


* A better reading will be in# ^ Sankara has t tken 

with instead of with fr# and hence the above trading 
altUottgh this reading doss not at all preclude from being 

taken with Wl# t 
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Translation — { 89) When jfiana in its thfee aspects and 
the jfieya (Dharniadhatu, the ultimate reality) itself are known 
in succession, universal omniscience certainly conies to the 
high-minded person. 

'Lafikdvatdra Sutra, LXXXIII~“Thc. five Dharmas arc 
name, form, disedmination, right knowledge and suchness 
Tathata). (When these are thoroughly comprehended) by 
the Yogins, they enter into the course of Tathagata’s inner 
realisation, where they are kept away from such views as 
eternalism and nihilism, realism and negativism, and where 
they are face to face with the abode of happiness belonging 
to the present existence as well as to the samapatti* (tran- 
quiiisation).” 

Exposition: — 

(89) When by a thorough examination and under- 
standing of worldly and super- worldly knowledge a person 
has attained transcendental knowledge and thereby realised 
Dharmadhatu itself, then that person of high understanding 
has known everything. He is omniscient, as has been said 
before, for to him the Faratantra and the Parikalpita world 
has become suchness (Sagathakam 5 29). 

(b) ViJ^eya is of four kinds, of which three are perceptible 
and one, fHeya, is beyond perception. 

, , I I II ... I ....■ril ■ ' P r-S ■ ■ ■ M l .il ' I ■ ■ ' ll . 

tqT*|qr55T*rf^f II 

Translation — (90) According to the Agrayana (the 
Advanced Vehicle, the MahaySna) the vijhcyas (objects of 

f “ Samipatti ” .should rather be translated as equability, while 
nranqail sation should stand for SamSprtti. Sana has the sen<e (sf 
sameness whil j ^araa that of tranquility. 

b a better readin:! than ajHrf for the ulti- 

mate reality is everywhere caUed joeya, in these verses. N > differ- 
ewe of meaning U caus ;d by the djff-rence of reading. 
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vijfiruia) are the heyas (what one wants to get rid oi, viz, 
birth, disease, death and so forth), the jheya (the ultimate 
reality, Dharmadhatu), theapyas (whit one wants to acquire, 
that is, worldly objects of enjoyment) and the pakyas (what 
one wants to subdue, that is, greed, anger and folly). Of 
these, liar ring the jheya, perception is known to obtain in 
the case of the other three. / i e 

hafikdvatara Sutra, LXXIII— ‘The Blessed One said : 
What is meant by a worldly object of enjoyment, Mahamati ? 
It means that which can be touched, attracted by, wiped off 
handled and tasted : it is that which makes one get attached 
to an external world, enter into a dualism on account of 
a wrong view, and appear again in the Skandhas, where, 
owing to the procreative force of desire, there arise all kinds 
of disaster such as birth, age, disease, death, sorrow, lamenta- 
tion, pain, despair and so forth.” 

Ibid, LXT/T//— “Further, Mahamati, there are three 
attachments deep-seated in the minds of the ignorant and 
simple-minded. They are greed, anger and folly ; and thus 
there is desire which is procreative and is accompanied by 
joy and greed; closely attached to this there takes place a 

succession of births in the (five) paths 

WheMi one is cut off from this attachment, no signs will be 
seen indicative of attachment or non-attachment.” 

Exposition: — 

(90) Before dealing with vijfieyas wc should return 
to verses 45, 47 and 48 where it has been said that when 
vijnana which is naturally and eternally non-dual, image- 
less and calm is set in motion by attachment (verse 55), 
(it appears as subje.t and object, the defiled vijhana which) 
perceives the world and the world which it perceives vijfiana 
dtself is the ultimate realitv while the defiled vijfiana which 
is its image is the worldly ego before whom appears the 
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world of multiplicities. The jfieya Dharmadhatu also is, 
as we ha\'c seen above, indirectly an object of its percep- 
tion. Flencc the defiled vij Sana has within its range of 
perception directly the world and indirectly the jneya 
which transcends the world. Being a false light, the false 
world is tlirectly the object of its perception, but being at 
the same time a light it can have a remote idea of the true 
light, otherwise there would be no emancipation for it 
and the teachings of the Buddhas would be useless. About 
the defiled vijhana, in contradistinction with pure jnana, 
the Buddha said, ‘‘Vijnana is subject to birth and destruc- 
tion and Jnana is not subject to birth and destruction. 
Further, Mahamati, vijnana falls into (the dualism of) 
form and no-form, being and non-being, and is charac- 
terised with multiplicity: but Jnana is marked with the 
transcendence of (the dualism of) form and no-forni. Fur- 
ther, Mahamati, vijnana is characterised with accumulation 

and Jnana with non-accumulation Further, Mahamati, 

Jnana is devoid of attachment; vijnana attaches itself to 
the multitudinousness of objects. Again, vijnana is pro- 
duced from the concordance of triple combination; Jnana, 
in its self-nature, has nothing to do with combination or 
concordance” (L. Sfitra^ t,XVI). Therefore Gaudapada 
says that according to the Agrayina, the Advanced Vehicle, 
which is another name for the Mahayana, the Great Vehicle, 
there arc four kinds of vijfianas or objects of vijfiana, 
comprising everything that comes within the purview of 
human intelligence. They are, firstly, the hjas or whatever 
a man wants to be free from, birth, disease, death, grief 
and so forth; secondly, the peja, the ultimate reality of 
perfect peace; thirdly, the dpjas or the objects of worldly 
enjoyment which he runs after to acquire; and, fourthly, 
the paAjas or the evils of greed, anger and folly which he 
wants to subdue because he feels that they destroy his 
happiness. Of these, the iejas, dpjas and pdkjas ate objects 
F, 10 
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of his direct perception. The is, by virtue of its very 
nature, bcyoiid the scope of the defiled vijSana’s direct 
perception — it is the soul of the defiled vijfiimi which can 
be sublimed into its essence, but can never realise it as an 
object existing separately from it. (For the Buddha’s say- 
ings about the hyas, dpyas mA paisas see quotations below 
the translation of this verse.) 

Here ends the proof of the proposition enunciated at 
the beginning. In the conclusion which follows the pro- 
position is re-stated with amplifications in accordance with 
the facts which have come out in the course of the Proof. 

Conclusion 

(c) jTieya G. Paramdrtha Aryyajhana McihdSunyatd 
— Emptiness in its highest sense of ultimate reality realisable 
by noble wisdom (the great void of noble wisdom which 
is the highest reality.) 

^ sfirf sRi^tr: I 
fTTiTT?# ^ 11^^ 11 

Translation — (91) All the Dharmas, which are begin- 
ningless (that is, unborn), are, in their nature, like unto 
space, (aspects of) the jfieya. No multiplicity exists in them 
anywhere in the least. 

Lafikdvatdra Sutra XXVII — “Again, Mahamati, what 
is meant by the emptiness in its highest sense of ultimate 
reality realisable by noble wisdom ? It is that in the atta- 
inment of an inner realisation by means of noble wisdom 
there is no trace of habit-energy generated by all the errone- 
ous conceptions (of beginninglcss past). Thus one speaks 
of the highest emptiness of ultimate reality realisable by 
noble wisdom.” 

Awakening of Faith, pp. 58-59 — “There is a two-fold 
aspect in Suchness if viewed from the point of its explica- 
biiity. The first is truencss as negative (Sunyata), in the 
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sense that it is completely set apart from the attributes of 
all things unreal, that it is the real reality. The second is 
trueness as affirmative (agunyata), in the sense that it con- 
tains infinite merits, that it is self-existent.” 

Awakening of Baith, pp. 53-54— “The quintessence of 
theMahayana as Bhutatathata (iSuchness) exists in all things, 
remains unchanged in the pure as well as in the defiled, is 
a.lways one and the same (samata), and is void of distinc- 
tion.” 

Ibid.p.iiG — “All things are in their nature the highest 
reality.” 

Ibid. p. 56 — ^“All things, on account, our confused 
smriti (subjectivity), appear under the forms of iiidividua- 
tion. If we could overcome (rur confused smriti, t he signs 
of individuation would .disappear, and there would be no 
trace of a world of (individual and isolated) objects.” 

Bafikapatara Sfitra. JLV — “To the Yogins there is 
one reality which reveals itself as multiplicity, and yet 
there is no multiplicity in it.” 

Ibid, Sagatbak-ani 201 — “When there is false imagina- 
tion there is multitudinousness of objects, which is discri- 
minated under the aspect of relativity.” 

Ibid^ Sagathakaw 100 — “Mind is by nature pure, mem- 
ory (smriti, habit-energy) has no existence in (Mind which 
is like) the sky.” 

Conclusion 

Exposition: — 

(91) The points which the proof has mainly establi- 
shed are: — (i) The birth of the world cannot be explained 
by either emanation or causation. Therefore, (he world 
is unborn. (2) The apparent existence of worldly things is 
relative and false, for they are mutually dependent. ( 3) 
The subject or perceiver who perceives the world is himself 
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false for the same reason. (4) The ultimate reality is never 
born cither as the subject or as the object. (5) The, chara- 
cteristic marks of subject and object are false. i,6) The 
world of subject and object is like an inscrutable image. 
The ultimate reality is imageless. (7) The world as it 
is perceived is neither eternal nor nihil. ^8) Attachment 
is the cause of the appearance of the world-image, that is, 
the Maya-like presentation of the world. (9) The world 
is what is seen of the Reality itself through the veil of atta- 
chment— — the term Avarapa is to be understood in this 
sense. (10) This attachment also is non-existent as it de- 
pends on the world which is non-existent, (i i) Thus one 
attains right knowledge, while the knowledge which knows 
the world of multiplicity is false knowledge. (12) Right 
knowledge consists in knowing the world as an unborn 
vision and knowing also the Ultimate Reality which is 
viewed as the world. (15) This Ultimate Reality is called vij- 
fiana or Citta as it is the Light, and Dharmadhatu or Tathata 
(Bhutatathata) as it is the existence which appears as the 
■false existence of the world. (14) Eternal enlightenment 
is its character. It is knowledge itself as it is the Light. 

(15) No question of existence or non-existence in the worldly 
sense arises about it. For, it is existence itself and Light 
itself apart from any touch of objectivity or subjectivity. 

(16) Knowing it one knows all, for it is ail, and thus one 
attains perfect peace. (17) It is known when by the reali- 
sation of the absolute non-birth of the world, the veil of 
attachment is removed and its self -light is revealed as 
transcendental knowledge. 

By the establishment of these points the proposition 
is proved beyond all doubt that all the Dharmas — Form, 
Name, Discrimination, Suchness and Perfect knowledge — 
are in their true nature, nothing but the universal Dharma- 
dhatu, the jheya, and eternal and tranquil and homo- 
geneous like unto space; so that there is absolutely no multi- 
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plicity in them. The Buddha says, “To the Yogiiis there 
is one reality which reveals itself as multiplicity and yet 
there is no multiplicity in it.” (L. SMtra, IN). 

Thus is established Naramartha Aryyajfiana Maha^u- 
nyata— Emptiness in its highest sense of ultimate reality 
realisable by noble wisdom or the great void of noble 
wisdom which is the highest reality. It is called xMaha- 
iunyata because there is a twofold aspect in it, namely, 
the aspect of Sunyata or emptiness and the aspect of self- 
existence. 

trirf: i 

Wrfe ?ftS»fcrc^ 

Translation — (^92) aspects of the jfieya) all the 

Dharmas are, in their very nature, enlightened ones from the 
beginning and certainties. He who attains tjnana) ksanti 
(that is, rest or fulfilment or perfection of knowledge) in 
this way is destined for immortality. 

Awakening of Faith pp. 61-62— “Enlightenment is 

the highest quality of the Mind as it is free from 

all (limiting) attributes of smriti, it is like unto space 
(akasa), penetrating everywhere, as the unity of all 
(Dharmadhatu)” 

Lafikdvatara Sutra, LXX XIX— “These 'Fathagatas 
arc abiding in the joy of existence as it is, as they 
reached the truth of intuitive knowledge by means of 
Jnanakshanti.” 

Ibid, LXXVII~‘‘no-bkth and no 'annihilation, this 
I call Nirvana. By Nirvana, Mahamati, is meant the look- 
ing into the abode of reality as it really is in itself; and when 
along with the turning back of the entire system of men- 
tation (dttacaitta— kalapa), there is the attainment of self- 

realisation by means of noble wisdom, which belongs to the 
Tathagatas, I call it Nirvang.” 
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Exposition: — 

(92) Beiii;;, in their true nature, the jheya ail the 
Dharmas arc i tcrnally enlightened and one with tlie Rea- 
lity. By attaining this perfeetion of knowledge one be- 
comes immortal, for birth and death have no longer any 
mcaningforsLichawiseman. In the hafikavaiara the Buddha 
actually uses the term ksanti to indicate perfection of 
knowledge. 


?rT: 1 

«wf: g'infwr 3R wTRf n 


'translation — (93) cf. 80. All the Dharmas, are in their 
very nature, quiescent from the beginning, unborn, bliss- 
ful, the same {sama equable), undifferentiated. (This) unborn 
sdmja (sameness) is infinite (universal, boundless). 

tafikmatara Sutra, LXX'XF'— “When all things, 
external or internal, ate examined with intelligence, Maha- 
mati, knowing and known are found t(3 be quiescent. 
But when it is not recognised that all things rise from the 
discrimination of the Mind itself, discrimination asserts 
itself. When this is understood, discrimination ceases.” 

Ibid, XXXIII — “The highest reality is an exalted 
state of bliss.” 

Ibid, Sagathakain 417 — “The two-fold cgolcssness 
the Citta, Manas and Manovijnana, the five Dharmas, the 
(three) Svabhavas — they do not belong to my essence.” 

Awakening of Paitb. pp, 56-57 — “Therefore all things 
in their fundamental nature are not namable or explicable. 
They cannot be expressed in any form of language. They 
are without the range of apperception. (They are untver- 
sals). They ^things in their fundamental nature) have no 
signs of distinction. (They are not particulars). They 
possess absolute samata (sameness). (They are universal.) 
They are subject neither to transformation nor to destruc- 
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tion. They arc nothing but the one soul (atm a), tor which 
Bhutaiathata (Suchness) is- another designation.” 

Su/rn LXXXIX-—- “There is an ctcrnal- 
!y abiding realily Tvliich is to be understood) according 
to the hidden nieaning because it is something that has 
neither antecedents nor consequents.” 


Exposition: — • 

(93) Thus all the Dharraas are, in their true nature, 
eternally quiescent |see verse 86), unborn, blissful, the same 
(sama) and undifferentiated, and this unborn or eternal 
sameness is universal or infinite. It is not that they were 
different before and have attained this sameness subsequ- 
ently by any process, but they are eternally the same. 

The highest reality is thus Light, Existence and Bliss. 

spq-iirT: ii’,v n 

% fs rriTfrpTRrrs^ 5=r ipt, ii 

Translation — (94) Infinitude, however, does not exist 
for those who always move in the midst of distinction. 
The ignorant and simple-minded arc inclined to making 
distinctions and arc, therefore, considered poor. 

Taftklvatara Satra, XXIV — “The ign<jranr, owing 
to their erroneous discrimination, imagine here the multi- 
plicity of phenomena; the wise, however, tlo not.” 

Translation — (95) They forsooth arc the great men 
possessed of jfiana in the world who, however, are well 

* "cfsif^fr^rr:" is most probably tbc correef reading here and not 
fin' T is the term which corresponds to the term 
by which the LaMiSyaWra everywhere dcsig rules ihy ign.tr.mt 

masses. Moreover would make a tautology. 
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established in the unborn But the world does 

not coinprcheiul it. 

. 'in>(ike!lii{g gf Viutb. />. 8o~“'l'hc signiticance ol’ the 
Doctrine is so c.x.tremely deep and unfathomable ihu! ii 
can be fully comprehended by Buddhas and no others.” 

XI V — 'Transcendental JMdna of the Buddha 

?TrfT ?r %fr #f%<=rtr ii’i ii 

Translation — (96) (This) jnana in the unborn Dhar- 
mas is considered to be unborn and unattained. As jfiana 
is not attainable, it is declared touchless. 

Lankdpatara Sutra LXVl — “Again, Alahamati, Jna- 
na is characterised with unattainability; it is the inner 
state of self-realisation by noble wisdom, and as it neither 
enters nor goes out, it is like the moon in water.” 

Ibid, LXXXII — “With the Tathagatas it is an intui- 
tive experience as if it were an Amalaka fruit held in the 
palm of the hand.” 

Ibid^ LXVl — “jVIahamati, jnana is devoid of attach- 
ment.” 

Awakening of Faith, pp. 74-75 — “Buddha teaches that 
all beings are from all eternity ever-abiding in Nirvana. 
In truth, enlightenment cannot be manufactured, nor can 
it be created; it is absolutely intangible; it is no material 

existence that is an object of sensation Wisdom itself 

has nothing to do with material phenomena whose charac- 
teristic feature is extension in space, and there are no 
attributes there by which wisdom can become tangible. 
This is the meaning of Buddha’s brief statement just refe- 
rred to.” 

Exposition: — 

(94-96) But ignorant and simpk-|ninded people 
are always given to making distinctions between the Dhar- 
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mas. Their kncm’lcclgc being t 1 m<; poor, rhey become 
subject !<> htrih, cienfh and al! sorts of sufferings. The bliss 
of Mirvana lu iongs only to those who arc firmly established 
ill the highest knowk'ilgc, the kiunvlctlgc ol the uitborn 
Sitmciicss of .lii the Di'iarmas which is so difficult to c<jm- 
pfchcndiliat AsA-agho.sii has said, ‘Tt can be comprehended 
hylliuidhas atid by jio others” {Awakening of Y'cutb, p. 80). 

P erf set knowiedge 

Now the tjucstion tiaturally arises, is the unborn same- 
ness, which is the Dharmadhatu, something to which one’s 
knowledge is extended, or, putting it in another way, does 
one attain or acquire the knowledge by which he knows the 
unborn sameness? 'rhe reply is, no. It is transcendental 
jfiana in wliich there is neither object nor perception, and 
so it neither extemis to anything nor is acquired. When 
the non-bin h of the Dharmas is understood by a thorough 
examination of their character, it is revealed in them as the 
self-light of the Dharmadhatu to which they are reduced. 
It is the unborn and unattained light in the unborn dhar- 
mas. It belongs to the nature of Dharmadhatu and is one 
with it, and so as the Dharmadhatu is unattainable and touch- 
less it is also unattainable and touchless. There is not the 
least trace of the duality of perception and perceived in it. 
ASvagho?a says, “Enlightenment is the highest quality 
of the Mind; it is free from aU the (limiting) attributes of 
Smtiti, As it is free from ail the (limiting) attributes of 
srariti, it is like unto space (akasa) penetrating every- 
where as the unity of all (Dharmadhatu). That is to say, 
it is the universal Dharmakaya of all Tathagatas”. {Awak- 
edftg of Faith, pp. 61-62). Thus A^vaghoga calls it a 
quality of the Mind and identifies it with Dharmadhatu. 
Itt fact, the highest reality, when It is conceived of as the 
existence which is the essence of ail the Dharmas, is called 
DharmadhUtu, and, when it is conceived of as the light 
F, II 
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of wliich the false light' of the worldly ego is but an image, 
it is called Citta (hfind) or vijliana having jnana as its high- 
esi cliaracteristic. All this has been explainetl before. 

It is Patrinispaana Svabhava in which Right ka(,iwi- 
edge and Suchness are both included. ‘‘Right knowledge 
and Suchness,” said the Buddha, “are indcstructihic, and 
tlius tliey arc known as Parinishpanna” (L. Sfttra, LX XX III 
And again , “Form, name and discrimination (correspond 
to) the two forms of svabhava, and Right knowiedge 
and Suchness to the Parinishpanna aspect” (L. Siitra, XXIII). 

The root Kraw has the sense of growth (u: development 
in the Atmanepada and of going, reaching, extending or 
attacking in the Parasraiipada. Here the Atntanepada 
is used and so asamkrdnta means unattained, that is, 
unacquired, not the result of growth, although the 
sense of going or reaching is also conveyed. In transla- 
ting na kramaie into ‘‘is not attainable,” both the senses are 
retained, for knowledge reaches a thing by development 
I and is called acquired. The point is that like the jfieya, 

\ jfiana is infinite and tranquil like unto the sky (sec verse i.) 

! and so the idea of growtli or motion does not obtain in 

i relation to it. 

3iTtriT?rr trrfer )i“a n 

Translation — (97) When even the least deviation from 
this character takes place ( in the jnana) of an unwise person, 
there is always an absence of touchicssness. How then 
can there be the failing off of the Avaranas (hindrances) 
which obscure the Dharmadhitu ? 

LsAkuvatara SMtra LXXXIX — “Knowledge-hindrance, 
Alahamati, is purified when the egolcssncss of things is 
distinctly perceived; but passion-hindrance is destroyed 
when first the egolessness of persons is perceived and 
acted upon, for (then) the Manoviinana ceases to function. 
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Fufthei', Dharma-hindrance is given Up because of the 
disappearance of the habit-energy (accumulated) in the 
Alayavijnana, which is now thoroughly purified.” 

Exposition:—- 

(97) The least deviation from this standard of abso- 
lute touchlessness of jfihia marks a man as ignorant. 
And as he has not got touchless jfiana, the veil of know- 
ledge hindrance and passion-hindrance (jiieyavarana and 
klesivarana) operating, as we have seen before, in the form 
of the dualistic ideas of existence and non-existence, is not 
removed. Consequently he does not realise his identity 
with the absolute reality of Dharmadhatu. And the emp- 
tiness or egolessiiess of persons and things being thus not 
realised, he is unenlightened and bound to the wheel of 
birth and death. 

arrfr n 

Translation-~{f)%') The Dharmas all had never any 
Avaram, ate spotless in their nature, enlightened and so 
emancipated from the beginning. So do the Masters 
understand. 

LdfikUmtcird Siitra. LXVJII — “Further, hlahamati, 
when the existence and non-existence of the external world 
are understood to be due to the seeing of the Mind itself 
in these signs, (the Bodhisattva) can enter upon the state 
of imagelessness where Mind only is, and (there) see into 
the solitude which characterises the discrimination of all 
things as being and non-being and the deep-seated attach- 
ments resulting therefrom. This being so, there are in 
all things no signs of a deep-rooted attachment or of a 
detachment. Here, Mahamati,'' Is nobody in bondage, 
nobody in emancipation, except those who by reason of 
th<dr perverted ' wisdom recc^nise bondage and ‘ eman- 
cipation.*’-" u: 
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Exposition:- 

(98) Wise men, however, in wHom touchless jhiina 
has been revealed in all its purity and who have thus seen 
the emptiness of persons and things, realise that all the 
Dharmas being, in their nature, nothing but the Dharma- 
dhatu, are, by nature, pure, without having ever been really 
veiled by any hindrance, and eternally enlightened and 
liberated. The fact is that all the Dharmas being always 
unborn and the same, the hindrances are false. Realising 
this through the revelation of true inner light, one is ema- 
ncipated. 

^ f? wRf fnfjR: 11 

Translation — (99) Hence the fully-enlightened Buddha’s 
jSana in the Dharmas is not attainable. Similarly, the 
Dharmas all do not attain jnana. (That is, transcendental 
jfiana is unborn and touchless and so does not depend on 
anybody or anything for its existence. It is not like the 
worldly or super-worldly jfiana which is relative and exists 
only in association with the knower and the known. It 
is knowledge absolute.) This has been said by the Buddha. 

Ijinkivatdra Sutra. LXXI — ’‘When (wc know that) 
there is knowledge gained independent of any supporting 
object, whatever statements we make about it are no more 
than thought-constructions. That (transcendental) know- 
ledge is unobtainable is due to the recognition that there is 
nothing in the world but what is seen of the Mind, and that 
these external objects to which being and non-being are 
predicated are non-existent. As this (knowledge) is un- 
obtainable, there is no evolving of knowing and known, 
and as thus the triple emancipation is realised, there is un- 
attainable knowledge (wMch is transcendental).” 

Bid. LXhT-r-‘“The Tathagata’s Prajna is spotless 
(amala) because of its being in accordance with Mind only”. 
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Exposition:” 

(99) This jilaiia of a Buddha or wise man who is fully 
enlightened in the Dharmas is not attainable but is one with 
his nature. Similarly, it is one with the nature of all the 
Dharmas and is not sueh as is attained by them. It was the 
Buddha Gautama who taught this. 

Translation — (100) Having understood the state of 
non-multiplicity, the samya which is hard to see, very deep, 
unborn fand) infinite, we make obeisance according to our 
capacity. 

Thus is proved the proposition enunciated in the 
first five verses. 

Exposition: — 

Thus is proved the Proposition which had to be proved 
and Gaudapada finishes the treatise by paying proper 
obeisance to the Buddha by whose grace he has been enli- 
ghtened iit the principle of unborn and infinite sameness, 
the essential calmness of the fire-brand. 



lilNDU LAW, A CODE OF duties 
By K. R. R. Sastry 

THE Jurisprudence that has been covered in the liindu 
Codes {Smrtis) appears complete and exhaustive and includes 
ail branches of law suitable to “the exigencies of liindu 
Society and actually prevalent therein.”* 

If Sir Henry Maine found a singular dearth of rules 
of land tenure it is due to the fact that, the peasant was 
the proprietor of the land under his cultivation. The 
sovereign got kix, not rent from the subject. 

The Hindu system of Law was suited to the needs 
of the people whose social relations it had to adjust and 
regulate. 

At the threshold one finds the term “Hindu” itself 
exotic in origin, having come in probably since Persia came 
into contact with India. The inhabitants originally styled 
themselves as belonging to “Jambudwipa” or 
kha^da”, two words still being repeated in the Sa/ikalpa 
prior to bath in holy waters. 

The Hindu law is a code of duties. In a communitv 
like that of the ancient Hindus saturated with religion 
and philosophy, it is not surprising that their ancient scrip- 
tures — Srutis and later Smyth — should be almost replete 
with one’s duties rather than rights. This docs not mean 
that as distinguished from Kight, ancient Hindu Society 
was unfamiliar with specific rights as e.g. father’s rights 
over the son’s person and property, husband’s rights 
over his wife’s person and property, girl’s rights to choose 
her husband, proprietory rights, son’s rights to hold sepa- 

^ A chapter frqm a forthcoiniflg vioth oa '-* Hindu Jur/sprademec' 

® G. C, Sarkar Saftry. Hindu Ljaw. . VIIJ, Ed, p. jy. 
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rate ptoportv, and wife’s tights to her SlrlMm,,: In the 
west the start from individual rights has led In clashn and 
eonfl'icls of interests tending to the disintegraiinn nt tamily 
Inrmonv ami fanning a number of antagonisms in society 
by multiplying group conflicts, functional antipatlt.es, and 

fesultitip' clishvii'tiHinics* . ^ ^ 

The purpose of law, according to a great Austintan, 

Dr Holland, is the creation and protection of K gal rights. 
The ancient Hindu started with a complete grasp of the des- 
tinv of the individual where his spiritual and temporal in- 
terests were inextricably interwoven from the moment ot 
conception through the sixty-four Smskaras beyond the 

death of his mortal coil. r i d ? 

Thus from the earliest hymns of the Kgveda 

a Hindu’s (Dharma) is spoken of under several cir- 
cumstances. One of those words defying exact rendering, 
is derived from w (dhf) meaning “to uphold, to support. 


to nourish.” • cc. 

Mm P. V. Kane=* has found this word occurring hrtv- 

six times in' the Kgveda. It has passed through several 

vicissitudes. The term has stood for “religious rites”, 

“fixed principles or rules of conduct” and the whole 

body of religious duties. 

In the Chandogya XJpanmd (2-13) « significant pa- 
ssage refers to three branches of Dharma 

(i) Sacrifice, study of the vedas, almsgiving— that 

is the first. 

(ii) Austerity indeed is the second. 

(iii) A student of sacred knowledge {Brahmacarin) 

dwelling in the house of a teacher, settling 
himself permanently in the house of a teacher 
: ; is the third. 

» Now Vke-Chancellof of the B >mbay Univetsiry, in the mm>y of 

' ' ■ . Yoh If pp* ^ 4* 
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All these become possessors of meritorious worlds. 
He who stands firm in “attains immortality.” 

In the passage extracted, advertence is to tht A^rama 
duties. 

The thrilling exhortation in the Taifttrya XJpamsad, 
^ WT (1,11) (speak 'the truth, practise (your own 
dharma) as also the reference in the BbagawadgUd (Song 
Celestial) have the same meaning. 

When one passes to the Smftis^ the same sense 
is continued. Medhatithi commenting on Manu says that 
the Smrtis dilate on Dharma five-fold e.g. Varna-dharma, 
A^rama-dharma, Varnddfama-dharma, naimittika-dharma 
(e.g. Prayaicitta') and gum- dharma (the duty of a king to 
protect). 

Dharma thus includes religious, moral, social and legal 
duties, and can only be defined by its contents. 

An examination of the four sources of sacred law as 
mentioned by Manu® the Veda, the Smfti, customs of 
the virtuous, and one’s own conscience, 

nrf: cfWiqii'll 

The admixture of law, religion, and morality is complete. 

Rita in Vedic hymns 

In the Vedic texts, the word Rita (^a) or Vrata 
(^a) is used to denote physical laws® or the uniformity 
of nature or the organized principle of the universe, compa- 
rable to the hex Aeterna of the later Romans.’’ [Dr. 
Berolzheimar derives ‘ratum\ ‘ratio* from ^a.] 


* Mamur, (I. 2) ! Yaj'Havdiya (I; j). 
® Manmr. II ; 12 ; YSj. I, 7, also. 

* Rmia. I, 10 

IX, 75, 8. 1.25,8- 

X, 158, 2. 1,136,2. 

Vide. Model 

F. IM 


„ 12. II, 5, 4. IX, 73. 1 . ? 4 , 10. ^II 13, 7. 

VI, 39, 4- IXi 86, 28, 29, I, 75. 6. VII, 71. 3. 

. vtn, 86,11. ' 


n Legal Philosophy — H, p,- 97. 
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One hymn from the Kgveda (Book X, Hymn 190, 
verse (i) ma_v here be expected — 

“Prom fervour kindled to its height eternal law and 
truth were born: 

Thence both the day and night and thence the biliowy 
flood of sea arose.”® 

Passages from the Vedas may be culled where the word 
P/v/ or Vrata stands for the instincts of animals.® 

R/iV or Vrata is also used to express the rules 
of sacrifice. 

One typical hymn runs as follows — 

“Lauded by Jamadagni’s song, sit in the place of 

holy law 

Drink Soma, ye, who strengthen law” 

(11 V. HI, 62, 18) 

Rta has been used in the sense of sacrificial altar and 
identified with the sacrifice also.” 

Dharma is figuratively described as the path-way . — 

ffR: <T«T; 

“Lead us not from our father’s and from Manu’s path 
into the distance far away” 

(li.F. VIIL 30,3)12 

Dharma is found compared to the divine bulP®. 
This is later repeated mManmmrti (VIH, i6) and Ndrada 
Smfti. 


» Vol. IV, p. 41 5. 

® Kgseda. iX, 100, 7. X, zo, i. 

10 R. K I, 36. i 9,R. V. m. 62, «g, I, 14,7. m, 62, 15. I, 
77.2. IV, 56, 6. 1,90, 61. V, j2, 2. II, 2?. 17. VII, (56. 19. 
VIII, tz, ij. VIII, 2J, 9. 

, ” X- lr(- b 43. 9> 1.84,4- V, zr, 4. 

1® Also R. V, X, 14, 5, X. lOo, izryX, 133,6. Also 
Veda. Part 11 , B. K. VII, Ch. Ill, hymn 2,; Vetse 3. , ; ; 

isR. K VI, I,, _ ' 'j. ' ’ 



HINDU I AW— A CODE OP DUTIES 9I 

Though ‘Kta//i’ has been used in a \’'ariety of senses 
in the Vedas, the following special references suggest 
“rules ()f human conduct generally without any reference 
to sacrificial rites”. 

“Law strengthens those who keep the Law.” 
Sdmciveda. Part II. Bk. II Ch. z Hymn 6, Verse 2 . 

“They true to law exceeding strong, have set them 
down for sovereign rule. Princes whose laws stand fast 
have obtained their sway.” 

Rgveda Vlll, 25, 8. 

VediiT basis of HI ad// jurisprudence 

Mm. P. V. Kane has brought together about fifty 
Vedic passages that shed light on marriage, the forms of 
marriage, the difl'crcnt kinds of sons, adoption of a son, 
partition, inheritance, Sraddha, and Strt-dhana^^. It is true 
that the Vedas do not contain Vidhis (positive precepts) 
on matters of Dbarma in a connected form. It can none- 
theless be substantiated that the later rules contained in 
the Dharmafdstras had their unmistakable roots “deep 
down in the most ancient Vedic tradition.” The afithors 
of the Dharmagastras were quite justified “in looking 
up to the Vedas as a source of Dharma^®.” 

Bask Postulate 

It is to this day a basic postulate among the followers 
of Hindu tradithm that “not only all law and usage but all 
knowledge is enshrined in the Veda^®.” 

{Manu., 11 , 6 ) 

Prof. K. V. Rangaswamy Iyengar draws three logical 
conclusions from this basic assumption: — 

(a) That there should be internal consistency in 

law. 

J. B. B. R. A. S. XXVI. 57—82. 

«P. V. Kane. H.D.S. Vol. I. p. ?• 

K. V. Rangaswamy. R-ija Dbanua. 1941, p 80, 
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(b) The differences which appear are resolvable by 
enquiry; and 

(c) for every rule of law a Vcdic basis can be dis- 
covered. 

The Veda is eternal, omniscient, and infallible, and 
the Vedas have no limit (?l 5 Fc?T t t< 3 [r:). 

The xVImiatiisa School beld^’’ that the Vedas entirely 
and exclusively concern themselves with Dharwii. Dharma 
has been defined by Jaimini in his second aphorism — 
t.ssfr" (Jaimini I, i, 2) 


as that “which is signified by a direction and leads to a 
benefit.” 

When one is unable to find Vedic authority for a rule 
Jaimini would assume that the Sruti had passed out of view 
or is hidden and the SriHi text will come to view if diligently 
searched for.i® 

Medhatithi (9th century A.D.) and Viiwarfipa^^ (begin- 
ning of 9th century A.D.) particularly have strenuously 
established the Vedic origin of the Smftis. 


Its founder Jaimini is assigned to the 5th century B* C by a 
great Mfmarfisa Schofar Sir Gangaoatba Jha, l!e certainly lived 
prior to 650-A* D, 

Kmju Dbamm^ K. V, Rangaswamy^, p. So. 

^ Identified with Sure^wariclrya, a pupil of Adyaguru Sri 
Salxkarlcitya, 
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Catalogue of the Anup Sanskrit Library. — Prepared by 
Dr. C. Kunban Raja and Shri K. Madhava Krishna 
Sarma, M. O. L. Fasciculus V. Bikaner, pp. 401-500, 
1948. 

The present Fasciculus of the Catalogue contains a list 
of 1344 manuscripts preserved in the Anub Sanskrit Library 
of Bikaner. The manuscripts belong to Jyotisha, Ko^a, 
Chandas, Vyakarana, Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vais'esika, 
Mlmamsa, Advaita, Dvaita and ^aiva. The catalogue, no 
doubt is a work of great labour and patience, but its im- 
portance can never be exaggerated. So it is expected that 
at least some information regarding the contents and 
some references in the text will be git en. Mere mention 
of the names of the Mss and the authors leave us in 
great anxiety as to the real nature of the Mss. Then I find 
in this book under Vyakarana a Ms named ‘■Nyajasiltro’ on 
page 428. This is for the first time that I have come across 
such a name under Vyakarana. Either it is by mere mistake 
that such a Ms has been included under this head, or if it is a 
genuine name of a book on Vyakarana, then it was necessary 
for the editor to add a short note regarding the nature 
of the book and also a note on the peculiar title of a Vya- 
kacana work. It is very interesting and perhaps a great 
discovery to find out a book called Njajasiitra belonging 
to Vyakarana. However, it is very encouraging to find the 
Curator so enthusiastic in his duty. I welcome this addition 
to our literature. 


Sankal$>asOryodaya of Shri Venkatanatha with two com- 
mentaries Prabhavilasa and Prabhavali. Published in 
the Adyar Library Sodes ja parts, pp. xxxii 
and 938, 1948 Price Rs. I|/^p^ volume. 
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That the Adyar Libmy is doing very great service to 
enhance the cause of Sanskrit learning in so many ways is 
well known to all. It has published seveta! valuable 
works with critical notes from time to time. The present 
work is a well-known drama of 5ri Venkatanatha. indiiui 
life is a life of Philosophy. Life is the practical aspect of 
philosophy in India and it is because of this that Philosophy 
is so very popular here. Scholars have tried to interpret 
phiiosophical truths in various ways. Writing of drama is 
one of the modes of presenting to people at large the highest 
aim of life. Sarikalpastlryodaya is an ailegoiica! drama in 
which the characters of the play are not real persons but 
abstract human qualities which are personihed. It aims 
mainly to explain the Vedantic thoughts. Wv are reminded 
of Prabodbacandroddyct and Amrtodaya o^ the gtezt GokxsXz- 
natha Upadhyaya of Mithila. The play is indeed a very 
excellent work of the author. It has almost all the beauties 
of a drama. 

It is a fact which needs no explanation that the work 
h.is not been so popular. All people do not like to study 
Vedanta. \Ii are not even qualified to do so. But that 
does not take away the beauty of the book. The verses arc 
so very charming and the deliniation of the characters arc 
so attractive that one cannot but entertain high praise for 
the author. The work has been written strictly in accord- 
ance with the rules of dramaturgy. But one can also find 
that the poet has taken sometimes a great liberty to have 
his own choice as well. It is written in ten acts and it 
is difficult to stage, but it is easily staged, they say, 
even in recent times but the South. But one cannot 
have so much control over himself to maintain his 
interest in the whole play when staged. The publisher is 
'to be congratulated for encouraging sanskritic studies by 
publishing Such w'brks 'ifeVen these days when people are 
somewhat reluctanf'fov^'afds suchketivities. - 
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British Relation', with Burma, (1826— 1886) by A. C. 

Bancrji. The National Information ani Publications 

Lti!., 'I'ulloch Road, Apollo Bunder, Bombay. 1947. 

Pages 48. Price Re 1/- 

This l>ooklet on Burmese relations with the British 
Government in the nineteenth century has been published 
in the series ‘Short Studies in Indian History’, planned 
‘to meet the needs and demands of the common 
man’ written ‘in popular form and language, avoiding 
altogether technical details and use of references and 
footnotes’. 

The author is a well-kuown scholar, who has to his 
credit some research on the eastern frontier of India. In 
the pamphlet, under reference, a general survey of the 
relations has been given till the annexation of Upper- Burma 
under Lord Duiferin. The First Burmese War has been 
dealt with briefly while the second in greater details, with 
a more and undue emphasis on the internal affairs of 

Burma which could have been easily left out from such a 

booklet. The last war however, has been narrated vaguely. 
One regrets to note that the object with which the series 
was planned by the General Editor, Mr. Jagmohan Mahajan 
has not been truly achieved through this booklet. The 
book has failed to provide an interest for the general 
reader. One of the reasons for such a shortcoming may 
be said to be the dearth of research on this aspect of 
modern Indian History. 

We, however, commend the National Information and 
Publications Ltd., for undertaking a series of this kind on 
every aspect of Indian History, which was a long-felt want 
of those who are interested in India’s past history. 


The Mother Goddess Kamakhya, By Bani Kanta Kakati. 
Published by Puiiya Prasad Duara for the Assam Pub- 
lishing Corporation, Uzanbazar, Ganbati, Assam. — 
Pages ix-f 91. 1948. Price Rs. 3/-. 

This is a stimulating volume on the fusion of Aryan 
and Primitive beliefs of Assam. As the author says in the 
Preface : “The present Publication is a mere introduction 
towards the study of the fusion oT the Aryan and extra- 
Aryan religious beliefs and practices in Assam in the light 
of the comparative method of modern soi&iplogical studies. 
The beliefs and practices have been tracked as far as possi- 
ble to their sources. No conclu5ion has been hazarded 
because none is possible at this stage. An attempt has 
only been made to enlarge the scope of discussion.” The 
Kalikd Purdm the Yogim Tuntra and the Copperplate land- 
grants of early Hindu Kings in Assam form the main 
sources of the present work. The author has given the 
varied materials a sort of coherence by choosing the figure 
of Mother Goddess Kamakhya as the pivot. Magic, witch- 
craft and sorcery constitute the popular religion of Assam 
and they have very aptly been made to revolve round the 
figure of Mother Kamakhya. 

The book throws light on various aspects of ancient 
period of the history of Assam. It is very interesting and 
informative. 
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ON THE CHRONOLOGICAL POSITION OF 
KHARAVELA 

N. N. Ghosh 

King Kharavela of Kaliiiga is an important and by 
now a famil iar historical personage. A gi'eat deal of work 
has been done on the Hathigumpha inscription in the 
Udayagii-i hills near Bhnbane^vara in the Puri District. 
The inscription records from year to year Kharavela’s 
career. A lot of controversy has raged round his date, 
and the object of this paper is to discuss this problem. 

Dr. Phagwan Lai Indraji for the first time gave, in 
188d,’ a full transcription with notes and translations 
which marked a vast improvement on earlier attempts, 
begun in 1825 and continued to 1880.- Indraji fnds in 
line 10 mention of an era, Mnnya Kala, from which he 
deduces the date of Kharavela. He finds the relevant 
])assage.s in lines 16 — 17 and reads them as one sentence 
beginning witli rednriya gabhe -patitM-payati panamta- 

1 P roeoedinr/.t nf the International ConQ-ress of Orientah.sU, 
Leyden, 1833. 

^ Oterliiisr, Afo'atic Ke^eOTcltas, Vol. XV, 1825, Maior Eitfee s 
facBiinile read and publidted by Prinsep. 183T, 

ningham, C. I. I. Vol. I Old series, 1977; Rajendra TmCMitr&, 
Antiquities df Orusa. 1889. ' '• M 5 
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rhja sathi-vasa-sate raja mariya kale vnehine ra coyathl 
aga satikutariyam cwpadyati kh.emanlja sa ntdJiard- 
ja- sa hhikurdja etc. in line 16, nnd ending with mahdri- 
jmjo rdja- khd-rareki siri (the last word of the last line 
i.e. line 17 of the inscription), who is ideniihed by him 
with Bhikuraja. of previous line. Both the reading and 
the syntax are doubtful as will be shown later. But he 
made his own meaning clear by his translation which 
funs as follows : — - 

“ The victorious and illustrious king Khai-avela 
(named) the Bhikshuraja (son) of Vridhharaja (who was 
the son) of Kshemaraja and clever in various qualities, 
etc. . . . . . . born in the family of roval sages, 

does this (referring to the ai'chitectural constructions in 
the cave) in. the one hundred sixty fifth year of the Manrya 
kings, after one hundred and sixty foui- yeai's had passed 
{choyathi aga mtikutaHyam) On the basis of his 
reading, syntax and translations he draws up both a 
genealogy and a chronology of King Kharavela. I am not 
concerned here with his genealogy which I consider wrong 
because of his taking Vrddharaja and Bhikauraja in 
the genitive case, but with the chronology he has given. 
He reads the relevant passages panmhtariya sathlmm- 
sate, made clear by this interpretation of the word ‘voc- 
hine’ as ‘Vicehinne’ (expired or ended) which f)reccde^ 
the words which he reads as coyathi aga natikntariyftm.. 
According to this reading, he finds a so-called Maurya era 
which he takes to begin in the eighth year ctf As^okn’s 
reign which, again he thinks, starts about 26J1 B.C. On 
the basis of his reading of the passage quoted above and 
his assumptions regarding the date of A.<oka’s' acciession, 
when, according to him, the Maurya era begins, he draws 
up the chronology as follows ; (263—8) = 0 . 255 B.C, be- 
ing the initial yeaf df the era, ( 255—1 65 ) = c . 90 B . C . 
is the date of his architectural constructions in the cave, 
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and these having lieen done in the 13th year of his (Khara- 
vela’s) reign, his ac;oession took place in (90+13) = c. 103 
B.C., his yanvarajya nine years before in 112 B.C. and his 
birth 24 years before his accession in 127 B.C. Indraji 
himself is in donbt as to the existence of a Maurya era 
which he says ‘has not been found anywhere’ (Ibid. 149). 
But he worked out his chronology on this doubtful basis. 
Botli Fleet''' and Luders'* denied the existence of a date in 
line 16 of the inscription. Dr. Jayaswal who earlier 
(JBOHS 1917) accepted the existence of the era ‘165 
Maurya Kala’ in line 16 finally gave it up {JBOK)S 
1927) but found other evidences to put Kharavela in the 
first quarter of the second century B.C., taking him to be 
a contemporary of Pusyamitra §unga. He identifies 
Bahaspatimita or Brhaspatimitra mentioned in the Hathl- 
guriipha inscription whom Kharavela defeated in the 
twelfth year of his reign on the ground that Brhaspati is 
mentioned in the ^ahkhayana Grhya Sutra (1.12.6) as the 
presiding deity of the Pusya constellation of stars 
{JB( ms Yo\ III, 1917). The argument is of doubtful 
validity and is not at all convincing.® He further argues 
that a king of this very name figures in the Pabhosa ins- 
cription and on a coin found in Kosam. Bahaspatimita of 
the Pabhosa inscription was probably a local king of 
Kau&mbi, whose maternal uncle Asadhasena excavated the 
cave in the reign of ‘ Udaka ’ whom Jayaswal himself res- 
tored Odraka, the fifth gunga king. How can this 
Bahaspatimita then be the same person as the first guftga 
king Pusyamitral He seeks to explain the coin name 
Bahaspatimita for Pu§yamitra by the fact that some other 
gunga and later gunga kings appear in different names on 


s J.R.A.S., 1910. ; 

^ Luiler’a T/ifit in E.I. Vol. S, (Appendix). 

15 R. B. (hianda, l.H.Q. 1939, .>. 596 Baychanttturi, 
FJ/.4./., 3rd Ed., p. 35’6. . v . - 
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lao 

thoir (.tHiiH. He «nys that the J-'uifinie aanu's, \'asu" 
niitra, Vasujyestba, Ghosavasu, Vajramitra, i )t‘v;!l)huti 
appear as Bliaiuimitni., trethaiiiitra, Bliadragliosa, indra- 
iiiitra, Devamitra on the coins respectively. Bat the tiui's- 
tion arises: are the identihcatioiis beyonii any dispute f 
They were probably rulers of local dynasties — iiew-M itra or 
hitt'r Suriga kings ruling in Ayodbya ami Harcilly Hist rii;ts, 
wliere a large number of these coins have been fouml, 
after the break up of the Suiiga empire. ])r. \'. rhuitii 
plate's them on the gwmid of scripts between the f'u'st 
century B.C. and the first century A.D.’’ .Moreover, urn 
like them, Pusaymitra iSunga appears in die iiisciap- 
tions in his Puranie name, it is unusual that ise ^iu)ul(l 
Inive chosen a different name for his coin foumi in Kosain. 

Dr. V. Smith" and Prof. Diibrenil^ accepted liie date 
worked out by Indraji and Jayaswa! and placed Khara- 
vela in the second century B.C. Pi'of. Kapson also did 
the same, though in a non-committal way. He writes; 
“The inscription probably belongs to aliout the second 
century B.C.'’ '* As we have seen, Dr. dayaswa! himseU' 
sub.sequently gave up Indraji's reading of tac pas.sages 
in question in fine 16 on which he had based ids earlier 
theoiy. The passages as finally edited'” now are : 
catare eu mduriya-gabhe thaihhhe paflthapuyaii paha- 
ianya-sata-mkasehi (stop) mu(kM)yakala—m.‘/i/mam ea 
aoya(thi)-ab,(j(i samtika~(^) turiyim npadayati '(stop). 
The remaining Words of line 18, Khemaraja m Varthamja 
sa BMkhnrdjd Dhamardjd, etc. form part of the next sen - 
tence ending ■With rdj& Kkaramla siri in line IT. As you 
will notice this new reading and syntax are completely 

Com.'i of the Indian Mnneum, p. 186. 

7 J.R.A.S., 1918. 

8 A.H.D., 1920, - , , . 

0 GamlK Hidnof Jndia % p. 536. , 

*8 Sircar, Select Inseriptims, p. 210. . 
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(Uffei'ciit fi'oni Iiuiraji’s. The splitting up of the sen- 
tences and reading (»f satasahasehi for sathivasasate, tkuk- 
hiya for Muriya. Kala for Kale, aiiga iov aga, santikam- 
tunyam. for ■'^((liknktriyam are the keystones of this re- 
vised reading. The ]Avva,se pa7iata.riya satasahasehi, as 
the syntax shows, with which the first sentence in line 16 
ends, I'efers to the cost of five lakhs of coins incurred for 
the decoration of the cave with ornamented pillars 'eeduriy a 
(jahht-' thambhe. This gives a better sense. Kharavela was 
particular about stating the amount of money he spent on 
various occasions. For instance, in line 3, he states to 
have spent 35 lakhs to restore the works of the city damag- 
ed l)y storm in the first year of his reign. He mentions to 
have spent in the ninth year of his reign 38 lakhs to build 
the great Victory Palace mahdvijaya-pasdda (L.IO). Con- 
seqnentlv, pdnata riya satasahasehi appears to be the only 
reasonable reading. The sentence, which immediately fol- 
lows it, speaks of his patronage to arts befitting peacetimes, 
including principal ones {mtikhiya kdla 'oochinam) which 
Dr. Sirear rightly interprets as gita nrtyddi saniamiitam. 
There is no reference to any date, of a muriya kdla, 165 
years or 164, years expired, counted backward from the 
13th year of KJharavela’s reign. Thus there is no data to 
place Kharavela in the second century 13. C. which some 
historians including Professor Eapson did. 

II 

On the other hand, certain palaeographical, monumen- 
tal and internal evidences found in the epigraph point to 
the last quarter of the first century B.C. as the date of 
the author of the inscription. A gatakarni appears in the 
Hathlgumpha inscription whom Kharavela defeated in the 
second year of his reign. A §StakarnI also appears in the 
Nanaghat inscription of his wife Nayanika.,’’ . Prof . 
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llapsoii, while diseussing the date of Kiiai'iivela, refers te 
liiihUo's livlhin pakieography , p. 39, in whieh the ljUlei- 
takes both the Nanilghat inscription of Nayanika and th<‘ 
insca'iplion of Kiiaravela to belong to llu* sanu‘ iihronolngi 
cal group atui places them in the middle of the second ceii 
tuiy B.C.'- This was in 1904 when the date of Kharavela, 
discovered by Indraji held the field. He refers to Iiidraji’s 
paper on Klnlravela and writes : ' “Kharavela’s inscri jHion 
muiit har.e hem inscribed between B.C. 1*57 and 147 ns the 



king's 13th year is said to corresj}ond to the year 105 of the 
Maiirya" ’"* (Italics mine). This shows his mind was not 
completely free from this influence. Later schula,i*s like 
Prof. Chanda, however, place the Nanaghat records on the 
grounds of palaeography much later.’* i)r. 1). ('. Sircar 
assigns them, on the same ground to the latter half 
of the first century B.C.’’” The well known scholars 
on architecture. Messrs. Fergusson and Buigess, in 
their great work on the Cace Temples of / tulia, assign- 
ed the Nasik Caitya Hall to the latter half of the first 
century B.C. Modern art critics agree to this date.”* 
Now, according to Sir John Marshall, a small vihara, exca- 
vated during the time of the .second Andhra king Krsna 
is ‘of the same age’ as the Nasik Caitya Hall. So if 
Krsna flourished in the latter half of the first wntiiry 
B.C., the date of his nephew Sataktirni who succeeded 
him and the date of gatakarni’s wife’s Nanaghilt inscrip- 
tion, cannot be placed, earlier than the clo.se of the scH'.ond 
half of the beginning of the last quarter of the first cen- 


12 Ind. Ant. XIII. 1904, Appendix. 
Ihid. 

14 U.A.S.1. Ho I, 

Select Jmcriptinm I, p. lliS, n. 
Camhj His. hid. I, p. 636 f. 
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tury B.O. So, Kharavela does not need to bs placed in 
die set;oii(l tviitiiry B.C. for reasons of identification of 
Satakarru 1 as bis contemporary, as earlier scholars like 
Biihler and others did. 

A Sri Satakari/i also appears in the inscription on 
the SailcI torana, as its donor. He is to be identified with 
the third Andhra king gatakarni I. This identification 
involves no ehronological impossibilities. The region of 
Vidisa in which Sand falls was in possession of the 
Suiiga d_vnastv np to at least its ninth king Bhagabhadra, 
as till' Oesnagar Gariida Pillar inscription of Heliodoras 
proves. Bhagahhadra’s reign, according to the Puranas, 
ended in c. 82 B.C. Eastern Malwa including Vidisa 
pi'obably fell to the Andhras about the same time as its 
northern portion when the Smiga power broke up. Ac- 
cording to the Puranic chronology the Sunga dynasty end- 
ed about 72 B.C.’‘ Therefore, I agree with Dr. Eay- 
chaudhuri when he places Simuka in the Kanva period and 
makes him a contemporary with the Kanva king Susarman 
(c. 38 — 28 B.C The recognition of Simuka dynasty 
as an imperial power by the Puranas, of course, begins in 
27 B. C'. . the interval of 45 years being assigned to the Kan- 
vas. The Puranas assign to Simuka’s brother 10 jmars of 
reign. Assuming B.C. 28 or 27 as the last year of Simu- 
ka’s reign, Satakarni I came to the throne about 17 B.C. 
and this not only satisfies the Puranic chronological orde ■ 
as shown above, but also the reasons of palaeography, for 
it has been pointed by B.B. Chanda, as against Buhler’s 
views, that the inscription of Nayanika is later than the 
Besnagar inscription.*" So Kharavela who was a con- 
temporary of gatakarpi I and who appears in the Nanaghat , 

Talcing B. C. 184 as the year of Pusyamitra’s accesion’ 
and thea total reign-period of the ten Stinga kings as 112 years, as 
ot-’led in the Purinas, ’ ' 

18 F.H.l. p. 277. ; : 

10 M.S.A.1.1. PI). 14--15i c- - /rr.-'-i. y, 
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and Sfiflci inscriptions, both of the first century B.O, natu- 
rally belongs to ihe same period, and not to the second cen- 
tury B.C. 

A more positive data foj- Kharavela’s eltronology is 
found in line fi of the Hathigumpha inscription. It states. 
Pameamr- ea (/ummse Nondarajn iiraMt-mta oghdtit'im 
fatutiodiwi rdta pinjadim. n'lfifunm 'parcHayntd . Kharavebi 
extended up to the city through Tauasulia road f1ie aecpie- 
duot which load been o]xmed hv King Nanda thi'e(‘ hum! red 
years ago. 77 m.m s^ata which was earlier translated as 
103 years by Tudraji and Jayaswal. is ‘now te.ken to mean 
300 years. Even Di’. Javaswa! acee])ts it. hut identifies 
Nandariijn with Ab'.ndivaidhana But li 'iv can Nandi- 
vardhnna he taken as King Nanda ? Tht' I'uranas call 
him Nandivardlmnn and not Nandavardhana. Tn the 
lattt-r cas{\ thei'e might liave been some imstitieatifai 
to ideiitif}' hiiu with the Nandaraja of the* iimcription. 
Moreove!-, according; to the Pnranas, he is a Saisiumiga 
king and the first Nanda king i.s Mahapadma Nanda. 
The Purauas do n!)t speak very enthusiastically of 
the. Nanda kings, because the last Sai^unaga king 
Mahanandiu hecani" the founder of this dynasty thi'ough 
his marriage with a ^fidra wotnan. Mahapadmananda 
is called md ra(m rhJiodhham hut yields him uncommon 
praise for his prowess as the destroyer of many Ksatriya 
races, and being the sole monarch (ekarat). Among the 
dynasties whose chronologies are given in the Pnranas in 
the inter-val between the last gais^unaga king and the first, 
-Nanda king of Magadba are also the Kalingas. It is 
probable that Mahapadmananda defeated the Kalingas of 
the South-Eastern India along with the Flaihayas. A-4ma- 
kas, Vitihotras, Mithilas, Kurils, Pafiealas, Surasenns, 
KSiits and IksvakCis of Central and Northern India, t'j be 
justificably called by the Puranas. ekarfit and mrm hm- 
trfmaka. So there is more reason to identify the Nanda- 
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raja of the inscription with Mahapadmananda rather than 
with Hand ivard hana . J ayaswal probably did it in order to 
bring the date of Kiiaravela to the 2nd century B.C., so 
as to maintain him as a contemporary of Pusyamitra 
gmiga. So if Mahripadmananda is the king who is to be 
calculated 300 years backward to the fifth year of Khara- 
vela’s reign, we get a key to the date of Kdiaraveja as well 
as to his inscription. 

The Purana.s differ as to the length of the reign- 
period of Mahapadina. But there is no difference as to 
the total reign period of his eight successors who ruled 
(probably jointly) for 12 years. Taking this period of 
12 years into account and accepting 322 B.C. as the 
year of Candragupta Maurya’s accession which is 
more or less a fixed point of chronology, we may work 
backward to find the last date of Mahapadmananda which 
comes to (322 plus 12) 334 B.C. Therefore, the exten- 
sion of the canal could not at any rate have taken 
place after 334 B.C. The mention of h round figure of 
300 years is a conventional form of expression and may not 
be taken too literally. Other round figures like 10, 20 or 25 
may be permitted to add to it in order to find synchronisms. 
And this synchronism is the identity of Kharavela with 
Satakarni I, the third king of the Satavahanakula. We 
may therefore take 334 B.C. as the starting point for 
our purpose. 

If, say, 20 years are added to 300, the date of ex- 
tension of the canal took place in c. (334 — 320) 14 B.C. 
and his accession 5 years before in 19 B.C. In line 2 of 
the epigraph wn find details of his early life from which 
we gather that he became heir-apparent at the age of 16 
and king at the age of 24. He was therefore 29 years 
old when he was king for 5 years at the time of the exten- 
sion of the acqueduct in 14 B.C. We may thus draw up 
a tentative chronology of Ejbaravela as follows: 

F.2 
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Birth 29 plus 14 t:. 4H B.i-. 

Yauvarajya 43 — 16 v. 27 B.(h 

Ac;t*ession 43 — 24 c. 19 B.('. 

I’ht* e])igi'aph gives <let{iils of his reign from year to 
year up to the 13th year. The iiiseription was tlioi'efore 
engraveil in the 13th or I4tli year of his reign and this 
brings tin? date of the inscription to e. (i9-"14) d B,C. 
This tentative ehroiiology agrees with the Fnrauie, data 
and satisfies other synchronisms, the most important of 
wiiicii is that of the date of Kharavela’s fight witli Sata- 
karni 1, which, according to the epigrapli took place in 
the ^d year of Kha;ravela’a reign, i.e. 17 B.C, a data 
which, ns has !)een sfiown af>ove, falls with the reign of 
the third Andhra king. 


SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF 
THE AD V AIT A PHILOSOPHY ACCORDING 
TO SURE5WARA 

By Veehamani Prasad Upadhyaya 

{f-'ontinued from Yol. VI. Parti.) 

There are tl)ree important and prominent theories, 
namely, Abhasa-Vada, Pratibimba-Vada, and Avaccheda- 
Vada, expounded by different interpreters of the Advaita 
philosophy in the Post-gankara period. Of these, the 
theory of Abhasa, enunciated and developed by Sure^va- 
i“a. is the earliest. The second theory of Reflection (Pra- 
tibimba) is undoubtedly in its earliest form simultane- 
ous with the first one (as already adumbrated by Padma- 
padacarya in his work, namely Panca-Pdclikd), but in its 
more developed form, as presented by Praka^atman — the 
author of the well-known work Panca'pddika — Viva- 
ratiu — it is decidedly much later than the first one. The 
third ‘Theory of Delimitation’ (Avaccheda), attributed to 
Vacaspati Mi^ra I, is still later, although this may be 
traced back to the 'Brahmasiddhi' of Mandana, who enun- 
ciated almost all the basic tenets or fundamental principles 
of the said theory and from whom are really inherited all 
the distinctive features of what is known as the Vdcas- 
pati-prmthdna or the Avaccheda-Vada in the Post-gah- 
kara literature. 

Both Padmapadacarya and Vlcaspati regard reflect- 
tion (Pratibimba) as identical with the prototype, only 
having certain attributes snob as -facing oneself,’ ap- 
pearing as located on the mirror’ etc., superimposed 
thereon in the instance of a y^octed face. Looked at 
supferhcially,,: docfri^s Afehasa, 
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would apfx^Jir to liavp much in common, hut h) Ji. (U'itical 
student the basic or fundamental diffei’ciicc of the two 
concepts, which is mainly intended to be brought out in 
this thesis, cannot, fail to asstud itself even at the fii‘st 
glance. 

Abhasa, as delineated by Suresvara. is considered ity 
him to be something inexplicable and unreal as sueli, 
while Pi-atibiniba, as recognised by tlie Vivarana school, 
is ac-ccepted to he I'cal, being identical with its prototype. 
Althasa is an appearance directly or indirectly of the one 
Reality through Avidya and it is something altogethei- 
de nm'O and inexplicable. It is enlivened and propped 
np or sustained by any of the various Tncidence.s or Ap- 
pearances of the one Reality in corresjwndencc with the 
diversely modifying Avidya, constituting the material 
stuff of all empirical and seeming entities'. The multi- 
farious modifications of Avidya serve as so many recepta- 
cles of the .said Incidences or Appearances, elicited fi’cm 
the Reality or Pure Consciousness lyv Avidya and these 
receptacles are given their being and manifestation as 
multiple entities of the empirical order by the said Ap- 
pearances, underlying all of them as their very essence, 
life, power, force and what not, owing to which they are 
enabled to appear and figure as the real obfects of the uni- 
verse. Abhasa is an established fact and practically 
sufficient and empirically veritable, that is, capable of 
subserving all practical purposes and empirical needs and 
commending all pragmatic values from the stand-point of 
Avidya (Tamo-Vrtta) but it has no locus standii whatso- 
ever absolutely, i.e. from that of Brahman or Reality 
proper (Vastu-Vrtta). Bi'ahman, the Pure Conscious- 
ness, is the only Reality and everything else — imimate 
or inanimate— -in the world is manifested on the strength 
and in the light of Its various Appearances or Inciden- 
ces, answering to the manifpld modifications of Avidyl. 
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Tile one aii(i the same Realitv, Brahman, appearing in 
ami through Aviilya and its multiple modifications as so 
matiy various receptacles or adjuncts, gives rise to the 
diverse ami discretes phenomena of the Universe and by 
virtue of Its so many underlying Appearances makes all 
of them apfiear to be existing, real and perceivable as 
something immediate. It is the central doctrine of the 
Advaita pliilosophy, as expounded by Suresvara, that 
Brahman is the only Reality — unconditional and Apriori 
Immediacy— and. all others appear real and immediate 
only as pervaded liy the Appearance of Brahman in them. 
Thus all phenomena are incidentally due to and only out- 
wai-d appearances or seeming external expressions of one 
and the same Reality, Brahman. 

The whole universe is the transformation and pro- 
jection of Avidytl and illusory manifestation of the One 
Reality, Brahman. In other words, the universe is 
nothing but a vortex of diverse appearances of Brahman as 
appearing through the manifold modifications of Avidya 
and the corresponding Appearances of Reality therein, 
but oneness is the essential nature of Reality Itself. 
When diversity is dissolved or sublated by Brahma-reali- 
sation, oneness the essential nature of Reality or Reality 
Itself — emerges as the sole Residue. 

The primary and direct Appearance of Brahman is 
in Avidya, which is one, beginningless and inadventi- 
tionsly present in Brahman. The Cons- 

ciousness, conditioned by Avidya, apparently identi- 
fies therewith on account of Its nondiscrimination from 
Its own Appearance therein 

and is variously called the internal ruler, the witness and 
tlie cause of the world in relation to different functions at- 
tributable to It through Avidya. The same Consciousness, 

1 B.BV., p. 661, W. H3&*-4I; p. 1034, Y, 191; p. 1104; 
T. 425andV. 42r.-"' ; ■ 


110 YEEEAMANI PRASAD UPADHYAYA 

eonditiDiied by one of the products of Avi<iya., namely, 
mind (Bnddhi) and apparently identified tliei'owith owing' 
to its m>n-disci‘iiuinalion from Us own Appearance 
therein is called the individuu! soul — tlie aeent, the en- 
joyer ami the cogiiiser in relation to dilTerent fnnetiftns of 
the psye]iopli}siea,! organism throng’ll .\vidya. On ac- 
count of the difference of the mind in each ImmIv, the Ap- 
pearances of Consciousness in various ami dilTei'ent and 
hence, although there is an iindeniaide distin(;tioii bet- 
ween the Appearance of Consciousness in the mind and 
the consciousness conditioned tlierel)}', yet Iry reason of 
the said non-discrimination from Its various Appearan- 
ces, the same Consciousness appearing to be conditioned 
by different minds, comes to he cognised as if it were 
different. This leads to and establishes the plurality of 
divas, according to Suresvara’s Abhasa-Vsda. Avidya 
is undifferentiated and one and so is the Appearance of 
Consciousness therein; and hence the Consciousness, non- 
discrirainated from the said A}ipearance and con- 
ditioned by its neeptacle Avidya, that is, Isvara, the ul- 
timate cause, the Inner Ruler and the witness — is regard- 
ed as one, admitting of no difference at all. In the .same 
way, ail othe;' entities sensieiit or iuseiitient come out as 
something empirically or il!usr)rily existent and varitable 
as a result of Reality, the pur© wnscicnisne-ss, appearing 
through the different modifications of Avidya variously. 
Thus IsH’ara, tlie ApfR'amnee of consciousness in Avidya, 
in the primary sense of the word, or the Consciou.snoss, 
conditioned hy Avidya as nondiscriminated from Its 
appearance theT’ein, figuratively, is the cause of the out- 
come of the whole phenomenal world. Thoi’e is no diffi- 
culty in understanding so far that the one Reality, Brah- 
man, through the diversely modifying Avidya appears 
variously g,s the multiple empirical entities, 

But the question, that inevitably arises, is^ hoF does 
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Avidya itself arise initially. iVccordlng to Suresvara, 
Avidya also is ati a.f)pearuiiee, but being inadventitiously 
unitidM'tnitfiugly and mmit'diatedly present in and about 
Keality or Braluiian itself, it does not require any instru- 
mentality or rec('j>tac!(' for itself. It is heginningless 
but 'Aviearitn-Hanisidtlha’ that is, appears to bean 
estai>li.sh(‘d fact or \'eritable only so long as the Reality is 
not realised." No question of beginning about Avidya can 
be raised as Time ett;., — the universal causal factors for 
all producildes — are themselves the issues of Avidya. 
Being ‘ 'Aviearita-lSainsiddha,” its end also is not ques- 
tionable on tlu' ground of its beginninglessness; because 
no actual eml is iieeiled to be accomplished of such an ap- 
pearaiKie and what is (essential for its sul:)lation is merely 
the realisation of Reality. For explaining an appear- 
ance, the Appearance of Reality unrealised as such is 
enough ami no separate reality and real destruction of 
any destruction about the appearance itself are needed 
to'be admitted at all.“ When Avidya is sublated by proper 
Realisation of Reality all appearances, arising through 
it, are also automatically sublated and once sublated thus, 
they cannot be resurrected ajiy more. 

Having ftm its abode and object, that is, characteri- 
sing and supported liy Brahman, the one and indivisible 
Reality, Avi(lya a1sf» is one and indivisible. Although 
otqeetivdy and substantively one, Avidya operates diffe- 
rently in intlividuai cases. Not only it operates different- 
ly and individually, but it is sublated also individually. 

BM.r., IK mn, v.2rih n. iRS; tv, 420— 2i; p, uo6, 
V. 436; p. 1122; V. fd. 

■* Tlmre arc only two logical alteraativea: either kaoy'b?<lge, 
which, purely Hptnikiiig, Jh itself ’Reality, Biat is. Eternal Existence 
or IgnoRinee, which, etytHologkjaily speaking, is non-realisatxon ot 
Eeaiity and is twiinioally known as Avidya. There can be no 
Avidyi without Reality and thertf cad he no Avidya also alter 
leality proper is realised. - 
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Ont‘n<‘as of Avidyfi does not militate against the possibi- 
lity of its sublation with regard to a particular diva and 
its continuation as usual for others, since its cessation is 
conditiohalind consequent upon Realisation of Reality, 
whit!h is oljviously an individual concern. Avidya does 
not ilepemi upon accidental or adventitious accessories for 
unfurling various appearances out of one Reality, as 
even the triune circle of Vasana, Kama and Karma, res- 
ponsible for the varieties of mundane experiences and 
migratory lives of individual souls, is also only the off- 
shoot of Avidya and contained in its womb as its neces- 
sary corollaries. Hence the causal apparatus of the en- 
tire empirical phenomenality ultimately reduces itself to 
Avidya and the Appearance of 'Consciousness therein, en- 
livening and energising it as unlimited force and inscrut- 
able power. 

Avidya is ‘Avicarita-Samsiddha’ also in the sense 
that it is unprovable. It should not be taken as tantolo- 
gical, if it is remarked that Avidya is ‘Avidyaka,’ as there 
is no other word in any language to convey the sense of 
the latter. It is the supreme prerogative of Avidya that 
it does not admit of any proof or epistemological process 
in respect of itself and if it can be admitted anywhere, it 
can be done so only with regard to Pure Reality, the Cons- 
ciousness, which, as the witnessing self, manifests it and 
its modifications and, as the Supreme Lord, materialises, 
eventuates, consolidates and manifests them variously as 
diverse concrete objects of the universe by appearing in 
and through them numerously in response to them. All 
producibles of the universe are provable and are at'tually 
proved through any of the different epistemological pro- 
cesses, but Avidya — the unavoidable sole instrumentality 
or primary causal condition behind all appearances and 
itself an uncaused appearance, being natui'al to Reality 
or apparently but inadventitiously and beginninglessly 
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related to It as Its unaccountable force or inexplicable 
power (in such a way as not to prove detrimental or dero- 
gatory to Its being Pure Unity) — is intolerant of any 
proof or epistemological explanation; as it is the soiuce 
and necessary presupposition of all logical and psycholo- 
gical process and their resultant empirical experiences. 
Avidya is an appearance but not opposed to Penlity, as 
Reality is ever glimming through it and its modifications 
as their very source and sustenance but not as something 
wholly alien to them. It is sufficient to account for itself 
and is the inevitable ground of all other appearances and 
their cognitive processes and pragmatic values. It looms 
large as an established entity and veritably valid, forming 
as the unshakable foundation of the entire edifice of series 
of appearances as the whole universe and all, that prevail 
in it subjectively, objectively and epistemologically, but 
only so long as the Reality, which it seems to swing round 
and sway, is not realised to it's utter sublation once for 
ever. All knowables, kinds and processes of knowledge 
owe their origin to it through non-realisation and wrong 
realisations of Reality, Pure Consciousness the Brahman; 
so Avidya is established and supported directly by the 
witnessing self and not by any source and process of know- 
ledge. which depend on and presuppose it as the funda- 
mental ground of their etvmological explanation. 

The universe is an Avidvaka array or a sustained series 
of appearances, arising from nonrealisation and wrong 
realisation of Reality through Avidyfi. It is as ‘Avicarita- 
Ramsiddhq,’ that is. of ‘non-realisationar or apparent' 
real i tv (to use a newly word in order to convey the exact 
.sense of the phrase), as its ca.use Avidya is. Tike the 
leaves of a pruned plant, old appearances pass away aPd 
new ones spring up instead. Appearances crop np unend- 
ingly ns loner as Avidya continues to muffle Reality. They 
are to be stultified or effaced altogether only when their 
F. 3 
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root— Avidya — is sublated by Brahma-realisation. Sure- 
svara does not recognise any reality of any description 
or nature whatsoever, attributable to any object indepen- 
dently of the one Reality, which alone appears to be empi- 
I’ical or seeming realities also in the empirical plane. 
All empirical entities — whether appraised and evaluated 
as real or illusory in the common parlance — are equally 
appearances with this difference that the former are 
primary appearances and the latter secondary ones. The 
empirical realities are appearances of Reality proper and 
are in no way better than the ordinarily admitted illusori- 
es so far as their nature and perishability are concerned, 
but the difference lies only with regard to the exact number 
of causal conditions and duration of persistence. Even as 
regards the necessary causal conditions, Suresvara is of 
opinion that Avidya alone is enough to explain all kinds 
of appearances and other auxiliary conditions, laboured 
at even by many colleagues of the same camp ; (1) general- 
apprehension of the Adhisthana, that is, cognition of the 
underlying reality as something, divested of its distinc- 
tive features and not as a particular thing, (2) Samskara 
or the residua] impression of a previous experience of the 
superimposed and (3) defects — subjective, objective and 
instrumental (Pramatr-Prameya-Pramana-dosa) etc. are 
regarded flippant and superfluous by him. Thus except- 
ing the one Reality, Brahman, all are appearances and 
sublatable by realisation of Reality. 

It is difficult to decide whether Appearances of Cons- 
ciousness are first elicited and then come out the modifi- 
cations of Avidya as their receptacles, animated and mani- 
fested thereby or the modifications of Avidyg, are materia- 
lised first aud then Appearances of Consciousness are eli- 
cited so as to enliven and sustain those modifications. 
Surelvara says that there is no necessity of answering 
such objections, nothing is impossible in the realm of 
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Avidya. Alternative or mutually contrary propositions, 
such, as those of capability or incapability, possibility or 
impossibility and contradiction or non-contradiction arise 
only in the plane of proofs but not in the sphere of Avidya, 
vsrhich is assumptive and explanatory logically but apparent 
and not real essentially. It governs the entire plane if 
proofs and provables so far as the discursive knowledge is 
concerned but instantaneously dwindles away or undergoes 
sublation in the light of Eealisation which embraces 
pure consciousness directly and not Its apparent form only. 
In keeping with the nature of Avidya and Avidyaka, all 
irregularities, discrepancies, logical inconsistancies and 
unaccountability of any kind are ornamentations to them 
and tend to establish them as “Avicarita-Samsiddha.” 
iSo far some of the ontological and other special features 
of the Advaitic philosophy, set forth by Sure^yaxa. in 
his works, have been dealt with. 

Suresvara has not contributed much to the epistemo- 
logy of the Advaita Vedanta, which received ample 
development at the hands of later Advaitins. JSTjeverthe- 
less, it would be worth while to bring out his. original 
views on some topics in this connection. ; 

Firstly, the accounts for the omniscience of Ii^vara in 
the following manner. Avidya is an indispensable 
factor in the outcome of all entities of the universe, which 
are necessarily appeai’ances, and I^vara, being the cons- 
ciousness appearing in and through .that Avidya, has a 
direct bearing on and relation to all, belonging to any 
period of tipie — present, past or future — ^and thus omni- 
science is natural to Him and independent of any causal 
condition or circumstance. ' : 

Secondly, Suresivara does not recognise the necessity 
for any vy.tti in the process of cognition for objects, that 
are illumined directly by .the witnessing self ^ (Sak§i- 
Bha§ya Padarthas) . Accordingljr, no vrtti of Avidyi is 
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ucuepttHi to account for the experience of Ajfiafla etc. 
(iuriiig Susupti. It is very remarkable that the subse- 
quent apprehension, immediately after waking up from 
HU^upli (i.e., Deep Sleep) is not a recollection wholly or 
even partially accox*diug to him, but experience lingering 
on or tionti lined from before with the addition of ‘Aham’ 
as the subject to it. 

Thirdly, the function of vrtti in the perceptual pro- 
cess, according to him, can be determined to be ‘Abheda- 
biiivyakti’ or manifestation of identity between the sub- 
jective and objective appearances of Consciousness, that 
is, the diva and the ‘Visayavacchinna-Gidabhasa’,. As 
regards otlier problems on Epistemology, they have been 
already discussed above in the light of Suresvara’s 
‘Abhasa-Vada’ in their proper place. 

It has been pointed out above while defining the nature 
of the individual soul that the natural outcome of non- 
discrimination of Consciousness from Its own Appear- 
ance is the false identity of the diva with its receptacle 
and limiting adjunct — the psycho-physical organism. 
This erroneous notion of identity is the root-cause of all 
evils, from which individual souls in general imexcep- 
tionally and ineessently sufi'er. As long as the individual 
uopl thinks that it is identical with the entire psycho- 
physioai , organism, it supposes itself related to all mental 
and physical changes as if they are taking place in itself 
and feels elated, perturbed, shocked etc. in accordance 
with various circumstances, accompaniments or surround- 
ingt pn dilferent^pccaaions of its empirical life. This is 
technically called ‘Adhyasa’, which consists in the illusory 
identity and consequent seeming transference or trans- 
mutation of the. nature and attributes of the one to the 
other. Philosophically analysed, all experiences and 

4 B.S.V., p. 534, TV. 690—500, 
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enjoyments of the Jiva are explicable only through the 
Appearance of the Consciousness, conditioned by the 
mind, in the various attributes or modifications of the 
mind such as pleasure, pain etc. or the psychoses respec- 
tively. The four-fold aspect of cognition — the subjective, 
objective, instrumental and consequential — is nothing but 
Appearances of Consciousness in the various receptacles 
or adjuncts, such as the mind etc., the direct or indirect 
modifications of Avidya. To siun up in a word, the whole 
life of the individual soul is merely an appearance and 
governed by appearance. 

From all that has been stated so far, it must have been 
clear that it is the ‘Appearance’ which through non- 
discrimination makes the Consciousness, ever free in Its 
own, essential nature conditioned by and identified with its 
receptacle-mind and thus enchained unendingly (except- 
ing through Intuition of Reality) in the empirical life. 

Similarly, in order to be free from all this bondage 
what is needed is the sublation of Avidya, which, though 
begiiiningless and inadventitiously present in Conscious- 
ness is?rf?'irrae'ft®’,that is one whose presence is admissible 
only so long as the discriminating Intuition of the Absolute 
Reality, the Brahman, has not dawned on the deserving 
soul. As pointed out above, actually Avidya also is an 
appearance but it is the direct Appearance of Conscious- 
ness, which energies, enlivens and gives it . its being by 
imparting seeming existence, reality' and manifestation 
to it. But for this Appearance it would have never seem- 
ed to exist and appeared as real at all. Being an appear- 
ance it must be sublatable or annulable. But this is not 
to be sublated by Pure Consciousness, which brooks and 
gives it its being. It can be sublated by the empirical but 
discriminating knowledge^—direct and intuitional-— aris- 
ing from the sublime scriptural; passages revealing the 

S p. m, Y. m; P, 1060, Y, 167, - y-: - 
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itijsoluLt; identity of the Jiva with Brahman and opening the 
eyeti us it were of the deserving soul (on the anaiogy of 
f.oefnr). Titis Uiuil and liberating Brahma-realisa- 
tion is itself an appearance but the fast Appearance of 
Consciousness in the psychosis, having its content — ^Brali- 
miin and not any of Its apparant forms only in the afore- 
said manuei . It is the iast Appearance in the sense that 
it,, having' subiated Avidya so far as that particular indi- 
vidual is concerned, undoes all the possible consequent 
receptacles or adjuncts which constitute the empirical life 
of that Jiva in particular and finally annihilates itself 
also. In other words, the mind — the permanent recep- 
tacle of that Appearance of Consciousness constituting or 
occasioning its seeming Jiva-bhava in particular, having 
been subiated, the Appearance also is exterminated and 
erased once for ever; since the relation between the 
two — Appearance and receptacle — is organic and inse- 
parable. The residue that survives this sublation and ex- 
termination, so far as that Individual soul in its primitive 
stages is concerned, is Bure Consciousness, Eternal Exis- 
tence and Unlimited Bliss only. Accordingly, in the 
primary sense of the word, Moksa is the sublation of 
Avidya and consequent erasement of the Appearance of 
Consciousness in its modification, which is empirically 
termed as mind, but in the secondary sense, it is the emer- 
gence or revelation (which is ever an accomplished fact 
but appears to be non-aet»mplished as obscured by Avidya 
permhnentiy but not endlessly) of Self-Same, Absolute and 
Bare Beaiity, ‘ Pure and Self-luminous Consciousness and 
Eternal, Unlimited and Unexcellable Bliss. For the 
attainment of this Mokfa, nothing else but the direct 
Brahma— realisation through the MahS-vakyas is needed. 

Before closing this analysis, it is necessary to expli- 
cate the nature of ‘Appearance, which everything other 
than Brahman necessarily and exceptionally is, in the 



119 


SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING FEATUBES 

light of Sure^vara’s Abhasavada. It is usual now to des- 
cribe the universe as ‘Anirvacaniya’ accoj'ding to the Ad- 
vaita system and render the term as ‘inexplicable’. This 
inexplicability may be taken as signifying a confession of 
ignorance about the ullimate nature of the universe. So 
it is necessary to explain the exact significance of the term 
in the light of Sure^vara’s Abhasavada. To characterise 
the universe as ‘Anirvacanlya’ is no doubt to reject the 
explanation that it is either ‘Sat’, ‘Asat’, or ‘Sadasat’, 
but it must be definitely understood that the rejection is 
not to be explained literally for it has a deep significance 
and a positive implication in accordance with the Advaita 
theory of knowledge, advanced by Suresvara. That the 
illusory rope-serpant is Anirvacanlya means that it has 
no existence or reality of its own but we have to turn to 
something else for this, which is the so-called underly- 
ing reality behind it. Similarly, in the case of the uni- 
verse also, we have to look elsewhere for what may be 
ultimately realised as the Eeality behind and beyond all 
appearances. This Eeality, Brahman, is the one Ulti- 
mate ground of all appearance, whether empirical or 
illusory. Thus the universe is Anirvacanlya in the sense 
that it is not self-explanatory and self -established but 
only ‘Avicarita-Samsiddha’, that is, appears to be self- 
established and utterly veritable for all intents and prac- 
tical purposes only so long as Eeality is not realised. It 
is a glistening glamour, which endures so long as Avidya 
lingers and gc^s away for ever the moment Eeality is 
realised. In other words, it means that the universe is 
an array of appearances, which come out and continue 
through and till the Eealisation of the underlying Eeality, 
necessarily pointed out and presupposed by them for their 
explanation as empirical realities out of Avidya in and 
about that Absolute Eeality. • ' ; 

As pointed out in one of the previous sections Avidya 
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is I(>sp<m8il)le for suppressing and hiding the one Reality 
and showing in Its plane the universe of diversity or plu- 
ral ity rids Avidya is obviously not only an ohsourative 
aiul vsuppressive factor but also a Creative principle, as- 
sumed iindei' the logical necessity of explaining Ihe ap- 
pea.ranee of the universe. Avidya modifies itself various- 
ly, fiumishing and serving as the necessary receptacles for 
the Apirearanees of one Reality and it is thus that Avidya 
exjrresses itself empirically both as knowledge and object. 

1 1 is impossible that knowledge in the empirical plane can 
be real, when the object is not so, for the relation between 
the two is organic and constitutional and the two are alike 
appearance of one and the same eteimal Consciousness, 
which is Pure knowledge or A Priori immediately of course 
through different media presented by Avidya. According- 
ly, every appearance has an objective reference, as Avidya 
does not show it as existent in the mind of a particular per- 
cipient but at a particular spot and time, which also are 
respectively only degrees nearness and succession in the 
order of appearances. Thus the Advaita system, unlike 
the school of Realism, recognises any empirical entity as 
not selfexplanatory and independent of the mind and, un- 
like the school of Subjectivism, refuses to accept it as ]>urely 
mental also. It is denied only as Reality proper but not as 
‘Epistemological’ realy or something logically existent till 
its appearance, which is terminable and sublatable by 
realisation of Reality. Again, in as ranch as the Advaita 
does not reject an external world as distinct empirically 
from experiences, it ^learly avoids sollipsism, wbidi is the 
pit-fall of the idealistic schools. This is the true explana- ‘ 
tion of the nature of appearance, as elucidated l)y Sure^- 
vara in conformity with his theory of Abhasn. From all 
that has been said in the preceeding pages it way he safely 
concluded that besides ReaMty, Brahman, all are appear- 
an,ces. ' . ■ ' ■ 
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In one verse'* Surei^vaTR conspicuously summarises 
all the possible apparent moments of movement and modifi- 
cations in the Absolute, which taken together ]‘ei)resents 
Reality with Its Appearances in its entirety. Thi\ C! eeator , 
the witness, and the inner Ruler on one side and the whole 
creation or entities of the universe— the object of creation, 
manifestation and government — on the other are all no- 
thing blit appearance, only. This it is only the Appear- 
ance of Consciousness, which is directly involved in. the 
tissues of empirical life and order (by way of their expla- 
nation). If Consciousness appears to be involved empiri- 
cally at all, it is on account of Its nondiscrimination from 
Its Appearances in Avidya and its modifications; other- 
wise, as a matter of truth or essentially speaking. Cons- 
ciousness is above any association of phenoraenality. 
Pure Consciousness or Reality Itself is ever untouched, 
unaffected, uninfluenced and uncontaminated by any kind 
of defilement, division limitation or relation, Reality, or 
one Eternal being is held to be apparently but directly rela- 
ted to all empirical becomings, according to both the 
schools of Pratibimha and Avaccheda; whereas It is 
manifested to be so indirectly and incidentally; accord- 
ing to Sure^wara’s Abhasavada, it is only Appearances, 
diversely elicited from Reality answering to various 
receptacles (i.e. Avidya and its modifications), that 
account for, govern and hold up the plurality of the uni- 
verse. Nothing is really born out of It and of nothing It 
is born Itself.'^ It is one and one and there is nothing else 
similar to or dissimilar from or inherent in Itself. This is 
the real state of affair or truth from the view-point of 
Reality (Vastu-vrtta), an nnshakeable and prefect realisa- 
tion of which ( )'* puts an end to all empirical 

6 B A. TIT, B. IV., p. 1228, T, 121 , 

7 p. 1073, T. 244. : . 

8 p. 1076, T. 260; 
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existences, migrations and accompanying evils. All that 
impress as real upon the unenlightened mind as other than 
and independent lyof the one Reality are appearances only 
(sriwrawifr ) and these appearances are not identical 
with Reality but an overgrowth through Its Avidya. So 
the greatest and the most important contribution, made 
by Sure^vara, lies in enunciating the theory of Abhasa in 
order to give a new interpretation to the entire system of 
the Advaita and this task he has accomplished, with a 
remarkable success and a commendable originality of 
thoughts. 
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WHITEHEAD AND SANKARA 
By Dr. P. Nagasaja rag 

GENERAL CRITICISM OF WHITEHEAD’S RELI- 
GIOUS PHILOSOPHY 

Whitehead’s conception of God is dimed by him to 
be strictly metaphysical. He invokes the concept of God 
in response to the deep metaphysical needs of his system. 
His God is modelled on Aristotle’s conception. There are 
definite functions for Him in the system. God is one of 
the chief metaphysical categories necessary for the logi- 
cal completion of the system. He is not treated in a man- 
ner unlike other metaphysical categories. He is the su- 
preme instance of all the metaphysical categories 

Whitehead is of opinion that the current conceptions 
of God adumbrated by the religious philosophers and theo- 
logians of tradition, do not accord with the deliverances 
of modern science. He criticises in detail the conception 
of God in terms of a supreme personality, and also the 
view of God as Absolute consciousness or spirit. He arri- 
ves at his conception of God through a detailed criticism 
of the concept of God as personality and spirit, and in 
sheer response to .the metaphysical needs of his system 
He is never tired of reiterating that only a philosophy of 
organism is in consonance with the conclusions of modern 
physical science. A philosophy of organism entails the 
conception of a metaphysical God. 

It is sought to be maintained here, that Whitehead’s 
criticism of the theistic conception of God, and the allied 
religious doctrines, are not unanswerable, nor are they 
invincible and conclusive." Further We discern that 
Whitehead’s description of God. and the functions he 
■ " 123 , ■■■ ' 
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seeksj to ex[)li.iiu with the help of that concept, are neither 
easily intelligible nor very clear. We shall proceed to 
state Whitehead’.s case against traditional religious con- 
ceptions of God and then advert to their criticism. 

The gravamen of Whitehead’s charge against ti-adi- 
tional theology is its adoption of the outmoded scientific 
ideas. He discusses the various possible views of the laws 
of nature and concludes that the law must he conceived as 
immanent. The view that a supreme personality has im- 
posed a law on Nature has been the view of the traditional 
theologians. It is based on the Newtonian world view 
viz. that their are isolated bits of matter and definite 
laws governing their motions. ■ No longer is such a world 
view tenable, because of the interrelated nature of objects. 
The Newtonian view helped the theologians to conceive of 
God as the imposer of laws on Nature. Whitehead is of 
opinion that the nineteenth century physics is the back- 
ground for the view of an extracosmic suprapersonal God 
who imposes laws on Nature. The view is sum- 
marised by him as follows; — ‘there are bits of matter, 
enduring self-identicaily in space which is otherwise empty. 
Each bit of matter occupies a definite, limited region. 
Each such particle of matter has its own private qualifica- 
tions such as its shape, ifs motion, its mass, its oolour, 
its scent. Some of th^e qualifications phaugei, otherk 
persist. The essential relationship between bits of matter 
is purely spatial. Space itself is eternally unchanging, 
always including in itself, this capacity for the relation- 
ship of the bits of matter. The materialism of the nine- 
teenth century believed in the conception of matter as the 
only form of Reality, and the conception of the mechanical 
taw as the only law". Besides they declaretl that evolu- 
tion, is automatic and predetermined- Against the back- 
ground of this deterministic view of the universe the 
.Aeologfan erects his God and attributes the reign of law, 
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present in Nature as arising from the imposition of God. 
The theologians described God in strictly non-nietaphy- 
sical terms. In the words of Whitehead, God ‘stood in 
the same relation to the whole world as early Egyption or 
Mesoptamian kings stood to their subjects populations. 
Also the moral characters were very analogous. In fhe 
final metaphysical sublimation, he became the one 
absolute, omnipotent, omniscient source of all being, for 
his own existence requiring no relations to anything 
beyond himself. He was internally complete.’^ God 
stood out as an extra-cosmic entity. He was represented 
as eminently real and the world as derivatively real. God 
was necessary for the world but the world was not neces- 
sary for God. Thus the traditional theologians on the 
basis of nineteenth century physics created a gulf bej- 
tweeii God and the world. 

Newton himself subscribed to such a view. He stated 
‘that the correlated modes of behaviour of the bodies 
forming the solar system required God for the im- 
position of the principles on which all depended. 
He was certainly doubtful, indeed more than doubt- 
fuf as to whether the Law of gravity was the ulti- 
mate statement of principles imposed by God. But he 
certainly thought that the conception of the solar system 
exhibited in his Principia was sufficientfy ultimate to 
make obvious the necessity of a God imposing law’A 
Newton’s doctrine helped science a great deal - It is' a 
definite and an easy view to understand. Whitehead is 
not chary in his compliment for the concept of ‘Law as 
imposed’. He held the view that ‘if success be a guar- 
antee of truth, no other system of thought has enjoyed a 
tithe of such success since mankind started on its job of ' 

^ AAdentmm of Idem. p. ■ ' , _ , y', a- 

2 Adventures of Idms. p. 144~146, " , ? '■ ; 
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thinking. Within three hundred years it has transformed 
human life, in its intimate thoughts, its technologies, its 
soc'ial behaviour, and its ambitions.-* The motive force of 
scientific research has tjeen the implicit belief in some form 
of the imposition of La-w’- and its consequent exactness. 
But for- if men would not have sought to observe the grand 
uniformities of Nature. It is the belief in the possibili- 
ties of Laws that egged on men to research. 

Bill for the doctrine of .the ‘impo.sed Law' the universe 
would be relapsing into lawless chaos. While bestowing 
a good deal of praise on the concept of the imposed Law 
wiiitehead is not slow to discern the defects and the terri- 
ble consequences of such a view. He affirms that such a 
cosmology is very easy to understand and very hard to be- 
lieve. ' ‘ It no doubt represents a clear and distinct system 
o.f ideas. But none the less it is based on an outmoded con- 
ception of conclusions of the physical sciences. 

Whitehead! rejects the theological conception of a 
supra,-cosmic God because it is based on an oufmoded 
scientific conception which does not give an intelligent 
account of the universe as a whole. It has shivered the 
miiverse into a multitude of disconnected substantial 
things. Further he declares that a sound metaphysics 
must overcome the dualism set out by the theologians. 
If requires a solution exhibiting the plurality of indivi- 
duals as oonsistant with the unity of the universe, and a 
solution which exhibits the world as' requiring its union 
with God, and God as requiring his union wdth the world. 
Sound doctrine also requires an understanding how the 
ideals in God’s nature by reason of their status in his 
nature, are there by persuasive elements in the creative 

advance.*'' The world must not derive ifs laws or reality 



» Ai/&mtUTes of Ideas, p. 155* 

^ Admuintes of Ideas, p, 168. ■ 
s Ibid, p* 216* 
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from the Rccideints of the will of God, ‘Metaphysics re- 
quires that the relationships of God to the world should 
lie beyond the accidents of will, and that they be founded 
upon the necessities of the nature of God and the nature 
of the world.’® 

After making out a case for the philosophy of 
organism Whitehead sets up his metaphysical God and 
gives him some functions. In the formation of an actual 
entity we need the ingression of the eternal objects. It 
is God that determines as to which eternal object should 
ingress into the spatiotemporal flux. God is thus, the 
principle of actuality. He is also described as the prinple 
of limitation. It is the premordial nature of God that is 
responsible for the graded relevance of the eternal objects. 
Apart from God |here would! be no novelty at all- This 
principle of limitation stands outside the world of .flux. 
Thus ‘God is the ultimate limitation and His existence 
the ultimate irrationality. 'For no reason can be given for 
just that limitation which it stands in his nature to impose. 
God is not concrete, but He is the ground for concrete 
actuality. No reason can be given for the nature of God 
because that nature is* the ground. of rationality.’ In 
simple language in order that a thing may be actual there 
must be some limitation upon possibilities since by virtue 
of becoming that thing, a thing excludes all the other 
infinitely numerous possible things which it might have 
been. It is God who carves the actual world from the 
realm of infinite possibilities. :;r 

The consequent nature of God is responsible for the 
objective immortality of the world. The objective im- 
mortality of the fluent world is secured in God. It is this ; 
aspect of God that saves the world as it passes into the 
immediacy of his own life. God’s role is not the combat 




8 IhiA. p. 216. 
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of pvortnctivp force with productive force, of destructive 
force with destructive force; it lies in the patient operation 
of the over-power'ino' rationality of his conce})tual harmoni- 
sation. He does not create the world. , Jfe saves it or more 
accurately He is the poet of the worM, with tender 
patience Jendinr^ it by His vision of timth, bea,uty and 
goodness. Tn another passage He refers to God as the 
greatest coniitanion and the fellow sufferer of men. 

Further. Whitehead is of opinion that the metaphysi- 
cal nature of his God does not suffer from the defects of 
the theologians' concept of God. God, according to 
Whitehead, determines the actualization of one of an 
infinite number of worlds thaf might have been . He does 
not create the world that actually is. So Whitehead’s 
God is exonerated from the responsibility for the existence 
of evil and good in the world. Whitehead thinks that he 
scores here heavily over the theologian’s Concept of the 
personal and extra cosmic God. He is not in sympathy 
with the Leibinzian view that our universe is 'the best of 
possible worlds’. He declares that theory ‘is an audacious, 
fudge’ produced in or-der to save the face of a creator’ con'- 
stnicted by contemporary, and antecedent, theologians.’’ 

Whitehead further criticises the theologians God as 
creating a great division between the world and Himself 
He laments that there is no logical way of knowing God 
who is on the other side of the gulf. He distrusts 
mysticism and the nonlogical modes of knowledge. He 
trenchantly remarks that. ‘It is only by dr’awing the 
long how of mysticism that evidences for his (God's) ex- 
istence can be collected from our temporal world.’” 

Besides setting up the gulf, Whitehead points out 
that an omnipotent despot like God whose power is un- 
qualified becomes responsible for the existence of evil. 


’ Process ani Reality, p. 64. 

® 'Adventures of Ideas, p, 317, 
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Evil stands out as a creation of God. The theologians’ 
God is made responsible for evil. The notion of an 
absolute despot cannot escape the problem of evil. This 
does not touch Whitehead’s God. He says ‘the worst of 
unqualified omnipotence is that it is accompanied by re- 
sponsibility for every detail of every happening.’ Ho 
points out that the problem of evil and God’s responsibility 
for it preclude him from accepting the theologians de- 
scription of God as an extra-cosmie and supra-personai 
being. 

Before offering our criticism on the religious non- 
availability of Whitehead’s God, let us in some detail 
examine his other charges. His indictment is that the 
concept of God in traditional theologies is based on a 
system of the outmoded conclusions of science. It is as- 
suming a great deal for his system. It is certainly dog- 
matic even for Whitehead to identify the limits of 
philosophy with those of his system. His system does not 
derive any special validity because it .is in consonance with 
the deliverances of modern sciences. Philosophical con- 
cepts and deep religious truths cannot go on changing with 
the time to time revised conclusions of the physical and 
the biological sciences. Religious ideas and philosophical 
truths are not dependent factors of the shifting conclusions 
of science. It is the expression of an anti-metaphysical 
bias to set up the conclusions of science as the norm for 
all religious and other truths. The erection of such a 
standard may help us to get at a completed an.d intellec- 
tually satisfactory view of Reality. The human being 
will certainly be pleased to learn that his unaided reason 
could construct a system, clear and. intelligible. The God 
of such a system is purely an intellectual conception and 
may even be indispensable to the adequate understanding 
of the universe. But such a God does npt play any part 
in .the urgent problems of life. Bacon compared certain 
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pliiloKopliers to the stars which give very little light 
l)ecause they are high. This remark is not without some 
revelance to Whiteheacrs God. 

Whiteliea.d’s love of Mathematics and his faith in the 
ultimacy of Time and his belief in the creative power of 
(he proeess oi refility are responsible for making him 
think that thc^ philosophy of organism Ls very nearly the 
perft'et system of metaphysics. But he has been oblivious 
of the deep needs of man which are answered by the God 
of the traditional theologies. In liis anxiety to construct 
a purely metaphysical God he has given us a God who is 
of very lit.tle use to religion. His philosophy of organism 
like some of the evolutionist-philosophers is almost iu,<- 
fatuated with the doctrine that we can get out of 
the process of reality in time ever new entities. Following 
the tradition of William James, Whitehead believes, ‘that 
there shall be news’. James was fond of saying with 
rapture quoting from the unpublished poem of an obscure 
friend, ‘.that there shall be news in heaven.’ The craze 
for novelty as emerging from the process is also deep in 
the philosophy of organism. But the line of thought is 
not new. San.tayana observes ‘that if the author of the 
book of Ecclesiastes were now alive, and heard that there 
shall be news in heaven, he would doubtless say that there 
may possibly be news there, but that under the sun there 
is nothing new.’® Not even the philosophy of organism. 

To erect a concept of God and derive a ])hiIoso])hy 
from the evolutionary process of Reality is not a safe 
standard. It has no enduring foundations. Such a God 
does not answer to the religious needs of man. Yeans ago 
the great T. H. Huxley sounded the warning He says 
‘let us understand, onpe for all that the ethical progress 

Santayana, on: Genteel Tmditipn in Ainerlrnn Philoxnph}/, 

: address delivered before the philosophical Union of the University 

of California, August 25, 1911. 
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of society depends, not on imitating the cosmic process, 
but still less in running away from it, but in combating 
it.’^'* The method of the cosmic process is ‘the gladitorial 
theory of existence’ where the strongest, the most self- 
assertive tend to tread down the weaker. Its demand is 
‘the ruthless self-assertion.’ It involves the ‘thrusting 
aside, or treading down of all competitors. From the 
working of the cosmic process we cannot derive a philoso- 
phy or a religion. We can strive to make the world moral 
in the light of our religion and conception of values. The 
norm has to he other than the cosmic process. The histo- 
rical and the temporal cannot be the matrix from which 
we can derive our God. We must think transcendentally 
and not historically. We should not adopt our Gods and 
build altars for them on the principle of the evolution of the 
universe. The God of the evolutionist is highly abstract 
and does not answer to the deep needs of men. We can- 
not simply accept the direction of evolution as good simply 
because it is evolution. It has to be estimated from out- 
side and if possible directed in the light of religious 
values.^’- I , 

The central defect of the philosophies of evolution is, 
they believe that science Can give us tbe knowledge of 
Eeality in all its aspects. They are blind to the transcen- 
dent and super-natural elements in Eeality. They seek to 
explain the world in terms of the conceptions appropriate 
to and derived from the natural world. As a result: of 
this we get a finite and a growing God with the universe 
as his partner. The evolutionist philosophers in their 
craze for progress have put their gods also on motion. 


i** T. H. Huxley. Hvolutimi and Ethics, p. 83, 1884. 

See Waddiug'ton’s Scimee find Ethics. He holds that We 
must accept the direction, of emotutipn as good simply p. 18. For 
cnticisim see the reply of others in the symposium. 
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The status of such a God is no better than that of a mathe- 
matical figure. 

Withehead’s God rests on the ultimate truth of the 
nature of his metaphysics. He has created a God to suit 
the requirements of his system. His God is as abstract 
as that of Aristotle. The concept of finite struggling God 
needing man’s cooperation for perfecting Himself was the 
fashion set up by William James. Many of the natural 
philosophers have taken to it after him. They tell us 
that there is no use positing a perfect God and surrende- 
ring ourselyes to Him. James characterised all types 
of absolutistic schemes as appealing to the ‘tender minded’. 

He exhorts the ‘tough minded’ to face an improving 
universe accept a finite God and subscribe to a pluralistic 
metaphysics. Modern evolgitionist philosophers discern 
a special merit in the adventure in a chance universe. 
Years before Wiliam James put the following choice before 
men ‘Suppose the world’s author put the case to you;’ 
•I am going to make the world not certain to be saved, a 
world the perfection of which shall be conditional merely, 
the condition being that each several agent does its own 
level best. ‘I offer you the chance of taking part in such a 
world. Its safety, you see, is unwarranted. It is a real 
adventure, with real danger, yet it may win through. 
It is a social scheme of cooperative work genuinely to be 
done. Will you join the procession? Will you trust 
yourself and trust the other agents enough to face the 
risk.”^^ James found that a normally constituted helthy 
man would accept the choice with buoyancy and join the 
procession to perfect himself and his creator. Thus he 
would add his fiat to tbe fiat of God. 

Wliitehead in general belongs to the philosophical 
tradition of James. As James, he also is for an improving 

William James: Pragmatism, pp. 290 — 297. (1907). 
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universe and a finite God. He believes that there is the 
need for the realisation of the god through the course of 
the process. The view that God is lieing perfected in the 
process of evolution and that he is at the end of the evolution 
is said to egg on men to moral activity. The God who is 
the nisus of evolution is held to escape the charge of 
anthropomorphism. Alexander, the great philosophical 
companion of Whitehead writes that the concept of God 
as a supra perfected person results from the inability of 
men to proceed rationally or to think in abstract terms. 
Men are in general creatures of imagination. ‘It is small 
wonder that a creator who makes his creatures and sways 
their lives by His ordinances is easier and more natural 
to our work-day minds than such a being as has been 
suggested here. We shadow forth our abstract thoughts 
in the most accessible images and overlook their Aveakness, 
leaving them rather to provoke in our theologies whole 
volumes of controversy spent on the insuperable task of 
giving rational form to imaginative creations,’^® After 
thus indicating the traditional God of theology of anthro- 
pomorphism, Alexander observes, ‘It seems to me more 
reasonable (and helpful) to worship a being whose love 
draws us to him in front, and whom we thus help into 
existence, rather than a being independent of our efforts, 
who pushes us from behind. 

Most of the religions of the world have examined the 
nature and predicament of man in all aspects and then 
have formulated the doctrines relating to the nature and 
destiny of man. They have not identified man with the 
entire world* of matter. They find that man is something 
more than what the industrial chemist and the materialist 

13 Science and Religion. (A Symposium) p. 139 (L934). 

1* Ihid,. p. 138. ‘ 

1® Vide. B. A. Howard — 
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resolve him into. Nor is man . a body plus an extraordi- 
nary degree of scientific cunning. All the religions of the 
world hold the view that man is spirit at his essential core. 
They declare that he lives in two worlds and really belongs 
to the higher. He is immortal. There is a perpetual 
urge in him to create things in the likeness of the spirit. 
This feeling is instinct with him. It is overlaid with 
other materials and thus we are confused and deluded. 
The deluded and confused human being is not satisfied 
with the intellectual concept of a God. To the ordinary 
human being who lives in the midst of perplexing situation 
the need to believe in a supra-personal God is the very source 
of His existence. This need to belief is not a psychological 
weakness nor is it an opiate. It is not the wet nurse com- 
plex as Freud described it. It is there deep in the very 
nature of man. The human being finds it difficult to live 
by the ordinary intelligence that is vouchsafed to him. 
Life bears a very hard on him. On account of his weak 
will he consistently finds it difficult to translate his know- 
ledge into virtue. He finds his will be unable to will his 
knowledge. There is a constant struggle between our 
knowledge and our inclinations. We find it difficult in 
the face of real temptation to live by ourselves; our ‘puny 
reason’ and ‘wavering uncertainty’ cannot help us at the 
cross-roads of life. We need a self which is infinitely good 
and other than ourselves to stand by us and sustain the 
moral values in the universe. Such a spirit, the theisfc 
conceives in terms of an omnipotent good father. God 

The proper study of Mankind — 

‘ ' Enpiigli water to fill a ten-gallon band ; 
enongb fat for seven bars of soap ; 
carbon for 9,000 lead pencils; 
pliospliorns for 2,200 matcli-lieads ; 
iron for one mediunx-sized nail; 
lime enongh. to wbitewasb a cbicken coop ; and 
small quantities of magnesium and sulphur/^ 

Byron: 'man is a two-legged reptile, crafty and venomous. 
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is a power wlio is akin to us, mos'j: sensitive to our wishes, 
responsive to our hopes and continually with us helping 
us to live aright and face the temptations with Courage. 
The perfect dissolution of the struggle is attained with 
the fellowship of the Lord. The human heart never rests 
satisfied till it attains its oonsumation in the self and the 
love of the Lord. The situations in life that demand the 
concept of God are in the experience of all. Pascal 
observed, ‘the human mind believes naturally and the will 
loves naturally; consequently for lack of real objects it 
attaches itself to false objects.’ The need to believe can 
never be eradicated. If we knock down the gods from the 
pedestal human idols spring up in their place. This need 
to belief and man’s desire for the fellowship with the Lord 
cannot find any substitute. ‘Epicurus remarked, and not 
without reason that with a little bread and water, the wise 
man is the equal of Jupiter himself; Gilson improves the 
remark,’ the fact is perhaps that with a little bread and 
water man ought to be happy but presicely is not; and if 
he is not, it is not necessarily because he lacks wisdom but 
simply because he is a man, and because all that is deepes’f 
in him perpetually gainsays the wisdom offered. The 
owner of a great state would still add field to field, the 
rich man would heap up more riches, the husband of a 
fair wife would have another still fairer or possibly one 
less fair would serve, provided only she were fair in some 

other way This incessant pursuit of an ever 

fugitive satisfaction springs from troubled deeps in human 
nature . . . the very insatia)bili|ty of human desire kas 


1’' Some seek a fatlier in heavens above Some ask a human 
iimtg-e .to adore Some crave a spirit vast as life and love Within , 
thy massions have all and more. 3 Misc Book V. . 

1* Disraeli remarks’ Give man nothing to worship and nothing, 
io revere, and He will find altars and idols in his on hedrt and 
bis own imagination . . . fashioning his own divinities and find- 
ing a chieftain in his passions.’ 


136 


P. NAGARAJARAO - 

positive significance; it means we are attracted by a power- 
ful goal. 

This need for believing in a powerful personal God 
cannot be quelled by any substitute. The substitutes of 
religion can never take the place of real religion. The 
passion for communal improvement, or the zeal for social 
applause, cannot distract man from this fundamental 
■unrest. Action however exciting, labour however absorb- 
ing, penury however exacting, love and hate however 
obsessing leave still a yawning gap. You may beat this 
exigency down, you may starve it out, or crowd it a^vay; 
the need for God refuses to be eradicated. St. Augustine 
in the opening words of the confession declares ‘Thou, O 
God. hast made us for thyself, and our hearts are restless 
until they find rest in thee.’ The need for a supra personal 
God whose presence and strength is a treasure is made 
evident to us in the hour of temptation. At that moment 
we have neither the will nor the wisdom necessary for the 
act. Our will is weakened. We are passionate, and we 
bring to oUr passions an unavailing pity. Mere know- 
ledge i.-f the truth is not enough. Knowing too much and 
refusing to act as required! by .duty or moral law is a com- 
mon weakness of men. The problem of temptation is a 
predicament we experience every day of our life. The 
subject has a terrific topicality to the distracted modern 
world. On the theists analysis, why theists on any 
spiritual analysis, ‘things happen first in the soul and then 
the body.’ The modern man is without any rule of 
life. He is distracte.d. Impulses drive him one way; 
fear holds him back; desire pulls, duty forbids; thus 
there is a tug of war. Behind the lineaments of 
the portrait of the Democratic man of Plato described in 
the eight book of the Eepublic we discern the contemporary 
face. ‘He (the Democratic man) spends as much time and 
pains and money on his superfluous pleasures as on the 
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necessary ones ... He sets all hjs pleasures on a footing 
of equality, denying to none equal rights and maintenance, 
and allowing each in -turn, as it presents itself, to succeed 
to the government of his soul until it is satisfied. When 
he is tol.d that some pleasures should be pursued and valued 
as arising from desires of a high order, others chastised 
and enslaved because the desires are base, he will shut the 
gates of ihe citadel against the messengers of truth, shak- 
ing his head and declaring that one appetite is as good as 
another and all must have their equal rights. So he 
spends his days indulging the pleasures of the moment, 
now intoxicated with wine and music, and then taking 
to a spare diet and drinking nothing but water; one day 
in hard training, the next day doing nothing at all, the 
third apparently immersed in study. Every now and then 
he takes a part jn politics, and jumps to his feet to say or 
do whatever comes into his head. Or he will set out to 
rival some one whom he admires, a soldier perhaps, or, if 
|he fancy takes him, a man of business.’^® 

The democratic man is the typical unregenerate in- 
telligent man of to day. He submits himself fo no order 
or restraint, and he has ‘no wish to change the existence 
which he calls pleasant and free and happy.’ Indian 
philosophical systems and theistic creeds have found fkat 
it is difficult and impossible to attain perfection by the 
mere extension of the pleasures of life. .. f:, ■ 

On close reflective analysis, we find that our ego and 

Plato, Republic, 561. ^ 5 - . ; 

Vide Dryden's description of zimiri in Absalom, (m3 

AcTiifophel 

Part I Lines (541 — 551). 

man so various tliat lie' seemed to be 
ISTot one, but all mankinds epitome; 

Stiff in opinion, always in tbe wrong, 

Was every thing by starts and nothing long; .■ < .f 

But in the course of one revolving mbon 
Was chemist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon; 

Then all for women, painting, rhyming, drinking. ' 

F. 6 
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nnregen rate life overlay themselves with thick layers of 
unreality and prevent the inflow of the grace. The need 
for the grace of the Lord becomes evident to ns when we 
aie face to face with oiir ‘infinite weatehedness.’ Lite 
bears sometimes very hard on us. There are moments of 
discouragement in us, when we are sick of the self and 
tired of vainly striving. Our own life breaks down, and 
we fall into the attitirde of the prodigal son. We mistrust 
the chances of life; we want a universe where we eai! 
just give up and fall on our father’s neck and say, Tt is 
finished father, into thy hands I commend this spirit’. 
It is by this surrender of the ego, or the offering of the 
self that there is the inflow of the grace. But man finds it 
very hard to shed the ego in its various forms. It is only 
when everything fails him and bewildered by the accidents 
of finite experience, man finds that his grip on surface 
supports will not be of any avail. It is at this moment 
that man experiences the everlasting arms underneath 
sustaining him. It is this surrender that recharges man 
with the new spirit. The spirit of man mutates during 
this experience. In Christian language the crucifixion 
must go before resurrection. But the self-surrender in a 
complete fashion is not possible for the unregenerate 
human being. Eckhart, the German mystic, observes, ‘the 
opening of the door, your escaping out of the suffocating 
person of the ego, and God’s entering, the king and. the 
kingdom coming unto you are one and the same act, an 
instantaneous transaction and reciprocation.’ Sri 
Ramakrsna, the great eastern mystic, said,’ bliss begins 
that moment the ego dies. ‘Nothing burns in Hell but 
the ego.’ The human soul is so near the Lord, but still 
finds itself hard to surrender to Him. Anselm expresses 
the idea neatly. He says, ‘how far am I from thee who 
are so high to me. It is only one step but an immesurable 
step from Time to eternity.’ 
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Tile need for tliis surrender and the strength of the 
presence of the Lord is most evident to us when we face 
troubles, temptations and trials in life. We are perplexed 
at the problem of life. There is a Saiiskrta saying which 
expresses in a pointed manner the helplessness of man. 
'Man knows what is Dharma and does not practise it, and 
he knows what is adharma and does not desist from it.’^° 
St. Paul’s confession echoes the sentiment ‘the good that I 
would, do not, the evil that I would not, that I do."^ St. 
Augstine declares in dejection, ‘I know not how^ it is, thaf 
an object of desire becomes more seductive when it is for- 
bidden. ’ There seems a condemnation on man that he should 
profess ideas of universal harmony and make perpetual 
war with the neighbour. In the word.s of the gospel, 
‘this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds w'ere evil’ . John Bunyan depicted Lord Hate-good 
as the presiding judge over the tribunal at the vanity fair. 
The character and name ring true to life. In the east the 
representative man in the Gltd asked Krsiia ‘what Impels 
a man to commit sin, in spite of himself and driven as it 
were by force?’ Lord Kfspa puts his finger on the main 
cause and source i.e. unregenerate human desires. Human 
egotism sets itself against the infinite and works as if no- 
thing but its strength counts. Evil arises, according to Be- 
inhold Niebuhr, not an account of man’s finiteness, but out 
of his refusal to admit his creatureliness. It arises out of 
man’s rebellian against God. He hankers after infinity. 
The scientific materialist of our day giddy with the success 
attained over material things declares himself to be God. 



Jajiaiui dkariuaih na ca me pravrttih, 
JaHamyadliarmaiii na ca me nivrttii. 

St. Paul Rom. VII 19. 


140 ]?. NAGAEAJA RAa 

He declares in tlie words of jtlie Gltcty ‘the world is false, 
without a moral basis, and without Go.d, what is there 
that does not spring from mutual union, lust is the cause 
of all.’ He recounts his exploits with a swagger. He 
says ‘this enemy I have slain, and other too I will slay. 
I am the Lord of all and J enjoy myself. I am pro- 
sperous, mighty and happy. I am rich and of high birth, 
who is there like unto mel I will perform sacrifices, I will 
give alms, I will rejoice.’^* In the hour of trial and' 
temptation there is no good attempting to live by our ‘puny 
reason’ and wavering uncertainty. In the logical language 
it is sin not to admit the creatureliness of man. Faith in 
conceptual reason, and self concious intellect with its clean 
analysis and limited aims are in the words of Dr. Eadha- 
krishnan ‘the logical counter part of human egoism.’® 
Pascal in a celebrated passage points out> by ourself in 
effects, it is no use trying to do good, you are too sinful; 
by yourself, it is no use trying to be wise; your folly is too 
crass ’ After this we have the assurance in the words 
of Pascal ‘But fortunately here is no need to try to be by 
yourselves since there is one who will lead you, one who 
will give you the strength to do good and wisdom to go 
aright-’ 

It is in the pragmatic demand of man in his effort to 
live aright that the God of religion helps him. He finds 
that he only hankers after infinity and is not really so. 
He realises his infinite wretchedness and helplessness, and 
at the same time needs the infinite goodness of god to help 
him The great theists of the world have ail employed 
their gifts of logic and powers of argumentation to lay 
bare this need of man in the hour of his temptation. 

Gud: XVI, V 8. 

2^ XVI. V 14-15. 

25 Tile fool katii said in his heart there is no God. 
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It is the God of religion and not a metaphysical entity 
that gives us security in the dire hour of our need- The 
Loi'd of the Gita says, ‘those who meditate on me and wor- 
ship me and no other and who are ever devoted to me-to 
them I ensure all that is necessary.’^*’ Jesus observed ‘let 
not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God.’^"^ The 
God of religion is the comfort and the companion of man. 
It gives significance and security to moral life. A God 
who is a neat intellectual construct rounding off a meta- 
physical system, with no purposes, with no grace does 
not answer to the needs of man. Such a god does not 
create the world nor could he have made it otherwise than 
as it is. The things of the world follow from his fixed 
nature. Judged by this test Whitehead’s God is not 
available for religion. 

Further we have the fundamental difliculty in knowing 
Whitehead’s God, because he is never perfect and indepen- 
dent of the evolving process. God realises his fulness 
through the process of reality. God finds his completion 
in terms of the world proc^. He has a past which is 
irrevocable and unrealised in future. , At ' no .time do we 
have a completely perfect God. i^rThere is a finite .aspect 
which is constitutive feature of God. Thus the God of 
Whitehead does not completely exist. So we cannot know 
him. He is not the creator of the world and at best he is 
one factor in it. So we cannot have unqu;^tionable 
faith in the rationality and the order of the universe. 
The great evolutionist philosophers are distrustful of 
mysticism and ask us, ‘what guarantee have we that, that 
light (mystic vision) may not be a wandering fireT ,i‘It 
needs confirmation from the accordance of its deliverances 
with the whole of our experiences.’^** But the intellectual 


\ 


26 IX, V, 22. 

St. John: XLY>h 
26 Science and Religion, p. 137. 
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perception of the evolutionists’ God can never be complete 
for he does not exist at any time. He is yet to be. The 
metaphysical tendency of -the scientific philosophers has 
been to envisage objects under the form of time ‘to write’ 
in the words of A. E. Taylor, the object’s life history. 
‘Ihe entire’ hierarchised nature of the universe is explain- 
ed as due to the configurations, in a kinematical system, 
with the result that we get a God who is abstract. This is 
due to the excessive trust that Whitehead has in mathema- 
tics. He supposes that his favourite subject must provide 
the solution of every problem in the universe. It is all 
due to Whitehead's presupposition that symbolic logic and 
mathematics are the key to the problems of aesthetics, 
ethics and theology that is responsible for such an abstract 
concept of God. This is an illustration of the fact as to 
how great minds can be obsessed by single ideas."® 

The scientific bias of some of the contemporary 
philosophers is more than the theologian’s. Centuries ago 
Pascal condemned the attempt to subject the laws of 
science to theological dictations. He declared ‘the 
Jesuits have procured a decree from Rome that the earth 
does not resolve, but, if it really resolves, no decree can 
alter that fact.’®® A. E. Taylor comments with a sense 
of terrific topicality, ‘in our own day we more commonly, 
]>erhaps, see the process reversed. We see the invoking of 
something like “decree” from the Royal society in condem- 
nation of, the doctrines of theology'.®’ If w'e believe 
Pascal in religious experiences the witness we have of 
God in ourselves and the light of nature we experience need 
not be set down as fancies embodied under some mood 
of excitement, having no basis .in the solid facts and the 

; 29 Yicle. W. T. Btdi>ees P. -A. Schilpp' s philomphy of 

A. N. Whitehekd-MindrYo]. II. No. 205, Jaii (1948), 

Letters ecrites aun %jrovincia\y XVIII. 

^3- A. Taylor. The Jaith of a Moralist. Series 11 p. 395 
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general nature of things. They are real facts and no 
decree can make them unreal. 

The charge of anthropomorphism is level led at the God 
of all types of theism. It is described as arising from 
the conceit of the human being. Man has chosen to 
make God in his own image and attribute human qualities 
in extraordinary proportion to him. This charge is true 
to a degree. But that is a limitation natural to 
the human mind and finite intelligence. It 1ms to think 
always with the help of some analogy or other. Thomas 
Aquinas points out that there is no way left for man to 
think of God except in the method of analogy. 

The picture of God is some times that of a holy father 
or a divine mother. We have the glassy seas and many 
mansions also. They are only symbols and the symbol 
depends upon the culture and tradition of the age and 
the people that invent them. We must not take tliem as 
literal truths, iknthropomorphism is the method through 
which man expresses his self. He expresses his love for 
the divine through symbolism and art. I’he anthropomoi'- 
phic ideas are valuable as long as they strengthen our 
faith don’t strangle it. As long as they help the 
human spirit they need not be superseded . 

The charge of anthropomorphism against the god of 
the theist has no doubt some force and significance. But 
here is a case of the pot calling the kettle black. The 
charge turns out to be a boomerang. It recoils on the 
evolutionists. Dr. Joad points out, ‘the conceit involved 
in the traditional view is as nothing compared with the 
aggrandisement of the human spirit implied by the 
philosophy of emergence. For the emergent God is not 
only imaginatively conceived by man’s spirit, he is actively 
made by man’s efforts. Not only are his attributes the 
products of our conception, not only are His virtues and 

Dr. C. E. M. load: God and Evil p. 153, 
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valuevS ]bhe projection of our aspirations, but is reality is 
our gift.®® Thus we se that the evolutionist philosophers 
are not away from anthropomorphism. They make man 
the measure of everything. The universe for them in the 
words of Bergson ‘is a machine for producing Gods’ . 
Such a view leaves out a lot and makes man the creatof 
and the bestower of relity to his God. It is this exaltaj- 
. tion of man and the non-admission of his finitude that is 
responsible for the doctrines of eternal progress and the 
pursuit of the Faustian infinity. These doctrines mistake 
perfection as a process of progress. The eternal travel or 
ascent is regarded as the path to perfection. 

Goethe contradicted Eckermann’s description of 
human thought and action as repeating themselves by 
going round in a circle. He asserted that human thought 
‘is not a circle; it is a spiral.’ Mr. Hume, the author of 
Speculations has a powerful rejoinder to Goethe in his 
saying ‘this is to disguise the wheel by making it run up 
an inclined plane?’ 

If the God of the evolutionist is finite, his fa,te would 
be no better than that of the universe along with which he 
evolves. His doom is not different from that of the 
universe. The immanent evolving Gods share the same 
fate as the universe. The fate if the second law of thermo- 
dynamics is to be trusted, is to achieve a condition of 
eventless stagnation. Dr. Joad has a very eloquent de- 
scription of that state, which awaits the universe and a 
finite God. ‘The last inhabitants of the earth will be as 
destitute, as feeble and as dull witted as the first. They 
would have forgotten all the arts and all the sciences. 
They would huddle wretchedly in caves in the sides of the 
glaciers that will roll their transparent masses over the 
half obliterated ruins of the cities, where men now think 
and love, suffer and hope. The last desperate survivor 

3® Dr. C. E. M. Joa.d; God mid Evil p. 153, 
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of mankind will know nothing of our genius, nothing of 
our civilisation. One day the last man callous alike to 
•hate and love, will exhale to the unfriendly sky the last 
human breath and the globe will go rolling on bearing Avith 
it, through the silent fields of space, the ashes of humanity, 
the picture of Michelangelo and the remnants of the 
Greek marbles frozen to its icy surface. Such a pro- 
spect for God or the universe is not calculated to evoke 
religious sentiments nor Avill it satisfy the religious soul. 

Whitehead claims that the traditional concept of Godi 
is open to the difficulty of the problem of evil. He adds 
that his conception of God is free from such defects. God 
is not the creator of the world and as such is not respon- 
sible for the evil therein. He does not explain aAvay evil, 
but admits its existence. He describes evil as a ‘destruc- 
tive agent among things greater than itself’®* The moral 
order of the world for him consists in ‘the fact of the 
instability of evil.’ But he again and again points out 
that evil is essentially unstable. ‘Evil promotes its own 
elimination by destruction, or degradation, or by eleva- 
tion . . . But in its own nature if is unstable.’®® There is 
evil when things are not in order and when they are at 
cross purposes. Whitehead perceives, ‘the ultimate evil 
in the temporal world is deeper than any specific evil. It 
lies in the fact that the past fades, that time is a perpe- 
tual perishing.’®® He is of opinion that evil is respon- 
sible for the character of things that are mutually obstruc- 
tive. We have to build harmony by transforming these 
obstructive elements. This can be done only by struggle. 
‘The struggle with evil is a process of building up a mode 
of utilisation by provision of intermediate elements in- 

Dr. Joad. Guide to Modern thought, p. 42, (1943) 

3S Religion in the Malang, p. 83. 

Religion in tlie Malting, p. 8^. 
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troducing a complex structure of harmony.’®'^ It is 
because of this that Whitehead regards that ‘eyil is the 
way house between perfection and triviality’.®® 

The theist’s God is said to be tainted by the evil. 
Though it is generally held that many a student of philoso- 
phy is precluded from accepting God because of the problem 
of evil and the difficulties it presents, if is not so Accor- 
ding to a few it is the very problem of evil that inakes men 
accept God. The late W.R. Sorley holds the view that the 
problem of evil constitute a chief consideration, which 
disables us from denying God. He argues that ‘evil would 
cease to be a problem but for fhe presupposition that God 
exists’.®® Why should the problem of evil offend us, 
unless we assume the existence of an all-powerful and all- 
good being ? We should have no right to object to it any 
more, it would never have occurred to us to object to it 
exception the basis of the presumption that God exists and 
is good. Sorley holds the view that the problem far from 
discrediting theism, entails it. So we find that the prob- 
lem does not necessitate atheism, nor does it impair the 
theist’s God as Whitehead imagines. 

Thus we find that neither the God of Aristotle nor 
that of Whitehead performs the functions for which God 
was invoked in the past. The concept of God must be 
capable of answering certain definite requirements of reli- 
gious consciousness. Aristotle for whom Whitehead has 
such admiration has given us God who is perfect and as 
such he does not soil his hands by creating imperfect 
things. His one activity is self -contemplation. He 
moves the world through its appetition. Such a God is 
‘not the loving father of mankind nor ‘the lord of all the 


Process and Reality, p. 482. 
38 Ibid. p. 482. 

38 Ad/uentures of deas p. 355. 
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worlds and the frieiid of Eeligion requires a per- 

sonality, and not a completed philosophy of organism. 

William Temple in his Gifford lectures Nature, Man 
and God points out that Whitehead’s God described under 
two aspects the primordial and the consequent, does not 
clearly explain the functions for which they are evoked. 
For example, Whitehead observes that the primordial 
nature of God is the desideratum for his metaphysics. 
It is by virtue of this entity ‘that the multiplicity of 
enternal objects obtains its graded relevance to each, stage 
of concrescence. Apart from God there would be no rele- 
vant novelty.’ William Temple argues ‘the mere fact of 
posting an entity because of logical requirements does not 
tell us as to how ‘novelty’ results from a metaphysical 
entity. The nature of the metaphysical entity must’ he 
described and must be conceived in terms of a personality . 
Unless we do so we will not be able to explain satisfactori- 
ly how the primordial nature of God accounts for novelty- 
Once we posit' the personality of God we will be in a posi- 
tion to explain novelty, concreteness and other factor in 
the light of the purposes and desires of the supreme spirit. 
For this we have to go beyond the concept of organism to 
the concept of personality. Then only can we explain as 
to how .the primordial and the consequent nature of God 
work. Without such a concept they would merely remain 
as formal factors without significance. The first princi- 
ples of Whitehead’s mataphysics do not admit the persona- 
lity of God. This is due to the initial prejudice that we 
cannot refer the universe or its process to any class higher 
or wider than itself. It has no similar and no other, all 
classes and concepts must be found within it, not outside 
it. Our seeking to understand the process must be from' 
within and not without. We are ourselves a part of the 
universe, or factor of it and an outside view of it is im- 
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possible. The question is not how God is, but how he 
partieipates and inforins the universe. 

Further Whitehead’s grand descriptions of God and 
the several images he employs to express the ideas are 
incompatible with the concept of organism. The attributes 
such as Tove, tenderness’ and ‘great companion’ and 
‘fellow sufferer’ have no meaning with reference to an 
organism . They have no cosmic character . They fit in 
w'ith the concept of a supra-personal God and not a philo- 
sophy or organism. William Temple feels that the philo- 
sophy of organism should not stop short of personality, 
If Whitehead could take one step on to the idea of perso- 
nality from organism there would be no difference between 
him and the Christian philosophy. 

Whitehead’s arguments for the existence of God are 
no improvement on the traditional proofs. The cosmolo- 
gical, the on,tological and the teleological proofs for the 
existence of God do not demonstrate the God of religion. 
They at best raise presumption in favour of the existence of 
God. They do not prove a loving, father of mankind. The 
best proof for the existence of God is religious experience 
of the mystics. Eeligious experience and the deep human 
need for God, constitute .the conclusion evidence for the 
existence of God- Whitehead’s argument that God is a 
metaphysical requirement of his system may round off his 
system but does not demonstrate the existence of God. The 
author of the Vedanta sutra points out that mere reasoning 
cannot give us a conclusive metaphysical system nor an 
abiding religious faith.^^ Sankara commenting on the 
sutia points out, ‘as the thoughts of a man are altogether 
unfettered, reasoning which disregards the holy texts and 
rests on individual opinion only has no proper foundation. 
We see how arguments, which some clever men had exj- 
cogitated with great pains, are shown, by people still more 

Vedanta sutra II, 1, 
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ingenious, to be fallacious and bow the arguments of the 
latter again are refuted in their turn, by other men; so 
that on account of the diversity of men’s opinions it is 
impossible to accept mere reasoning as having a sure foun- 
dation.’ Thus we see that reason can be refuted by better 
reason but spiritual experience is ultimate and final. The 
function of God in religion is to give satisfaction and 
strength to the individual in the art of living. Satisfac- 
tion of of the metaphysical instinct is not enough. Barren 
speculation, dry intellectual feats, sheer logical rigour, 
architectonic thinking and the sense of a rounded 
metaphysical system cannot give us a god of religion. 

The doctrine that has the longest intellectual ancestry 
is the idea of God. It has sustained us in all our efi'orts 
and has given meaning to all our endeavours. Cicero said, 
‘A\Ti.at gods are is a matter of dispute, but that they are 
is denied by none.’ Epictetus held the view that we are 
all fragments of God. , St. Augustine in the opening words 
of the Confession said ‘thou, O God, hast made us for thy- 
self and our hearts are restless until they find rest in thee. ’ 
The author of the Imitation towards the conclusion of his 
work exhorts men to have simple faith in God and not 
trust ‘curious and unprofitable reasoning.’ ‘God is able 
to work more than man can understand.’ So all reason 
and natural search ought to follow faith, not to go before 
it, not to break in upon it. John Milton observes, 
‘the end of all learning is to know God aright, and out 
of that knowledge to love him, to imitate Him, to be like 
Him as we may the nearest, by possessing our souls of true 
virtue.’ 

■ Berkeley with infinite compassion for mankind obser- 
ves. ‘It seems to be a general pretence of the unthinking 
herd that they canot see God. Could we but see Him,, 
say they, as we see a man, we should believe that He is, 
and believing obey His commands. But alas, we need 
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only open our eyes to see the sovereign Lord of all things, 
with a more full and clean view than we do any of our 
fellow creatures 

After a few pages, Berkley concludes ‘it is therefore 
plain that nothing can be more evident to any one that is 
capable of the least reflection, than the existence of God, 
or spirit who is intimately present to our minds-produc;- 
ing in them all that variety of ideas or sensations which 
continually affect us, on whom we have an absolute and 
entire dependence, in short, ‘in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being.’ That the discovery of this great 
truth, which lies so near and obvious to the mind, should 
be attained by the reason of so very few, is a sad instance 
of the stupidity and in-attention of men, who, though 
they are surrounded with such clear manifestations of the 
Deity, are yet so little affected by them that they seem, 
at it were, blinded with excess of light-’"*® 

Thus we find that the God of religion answers to our 
deepest needs. He is the truest truth (satyasya satyam) . 
Berdyaev puts it; ‘where there is no God, there is no man, 
man without God is no longer man.’ 


Berkeley *4 Treatise on the Principles of Hurrmn 
iedrje. 1, 148. 

Berkeley A Treatise on the Principles of H'liman 
ledge. 1; m. 
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VIEWS OF SCHOLARS REGARDING 
THE VEDAS— III 

By Girish Chandra Awasthi. 

I HAVE furnished evidence of the contemporaneousness 
of the Vedas in my first article and have exposed the 
hollowness of the arguments of European scholar in my 
second article. 

In this article I propose to discuss befoi’e the public 
the truth of the assertion of scholars that the Rgveda 
does not contain any description of the Sea. This asser- 
tion is being blatantly made by teachers in their lectures 
to University students. This assertion has now perco- 
lated to Hindi books and is thus misleading even small 
children. If some Nagari knowing person comes across the 
word “Samudra” at many places in the Rgtieda his sus- 
picions are allayed by asserting that the word refers to 
the river Indus (Sindhu) or a lake of that name in the 
Punjab. 

Even a Devanagarl knowing child can find that the 
word “Samudra” has occurred a number of times in the 
Rgveda. At a few places it means the sky but elsewhere 
it always counts the ocean as is known to every-bndy. 

In the Sanskrit language the word Sindhu in the 
masculine gender means the ocean or particular river. 
In the feminine gender it means either rivers in general 
or only the river Indus alone. But the word Samudra 
never means the Sindhu river in Sanskrit language. . 

I will now place before you some quotations from the 
Rgveda containing descriptions of the Ocean. ■ i 

Rea 1/19/7 contains a prayer to Vayu (air) An 
which there is a description of the moving of the clouds 
and the creation of the waves in the ocean by Vayu. In 
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Rea 1/11/1 there is a prayer to Indr a in which Indr a 
is described as all pervading like the ocean. Do the 
Sindhu river or the lake in Punjab named Samudra per- 
vade the world? In Rea 1/25/7 there is a prayer to 
\^aruna in which it is said that Varuna know the move- 
ments of the ships sailing in the water of the ocean i.e. 
he is aware of the positions and conditions of the ships. 
In Rea 1/44/12 there is a prayer to Mitra in which it 
is said that he is as glorious as the resounding waves of 
the Sindhu i.e. Samudra (Ocean). In .Rea 1/32/2 it 
is said that when Indra splits the clouds with his Yajra, 
the rain falling from the split clouds goes to the ocean, 
dust as coAvs go to their calves — the mantra of the 
Raved a describes the natural flowing of the rain water 
■ to the Ocean. Rain water- ultimately flows into some 

i;; ocean or the other and not into the Sindhu river or any 

Punjabi pond. In Rea 1/56/2 there is a prayer to 
Indra in which it is said that performers of Yajfias pray 
to Indra though prayers in the same way as merchants 
proceed t’ -ough the ocean in ships to make money. In 
Rea 1/48/3 Usa Devi or the goddess of the dawn urges 
the chariots to proceed in the morning in the same way 
as those who desire wealth loads ships and send them to 
sail in the ocean. In Rea 6/62/6 there is mention of 
the saving of Bhujya. In Rea 1/116/3-4-5 in the course 
of prayer to the A^wini Kumaras it is said that Baja 
Tugra sent his son, Bhujya by Sea to conquer the enemies. 
In the course of the description it is stated that when the 
ships of Bhujya were destroyed in the ocean, he prayed to 
the A.swini Kumaras and they saved Bhuja and his army 
and took them to dry land in three days in a hundred ships 
which could proceed on land, in the air and in water and 
which' had hundreds of rowers, had six horses harness- 
ed and -wings fixed. (Rea 1/182/5). Here the ocean 
is called - IJdmegh. You can realise hpw for the 
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A^winl Kumaras could take Bhujya in three (3) days in 
such ships. The word “anaram bhave” has been used 
here in the description of the ocean which means “devoid 
of land”. Can dry land be so distant in the Sindhu river 
that even ordinary ships could take so much time in I'each- 
ing it ? In Eca 1/95/3 the mantra mentions the three 
birth places of Agni. One is in the sky in the form of 
lightning fire. The second is in the form of the Sun. The 
third is in the form of fire spout (barwanal) in the ocean. 
Can there be a, barwanal in the Sindhu river or in the 
Panjabi hole. In Eca 2/35/3 there is a description of 
Urwa and Urwa is a barwanal which is found in the ocean 
and is always developed bv the water of the ocean. It 
is not possible for the barwanal to exist in the Sindhu 
river o?- the Panjabi ditch. 

In Eca 3 '45 '3 there is a description of the badwa- 
nala in the ocean. In Eca 3 / 22/2 in a prayer to Agni 
it is said that it is his glow that is found in the fire named 
Aurwa in the ocean. In Eca 3 / 3/19 in a prayer to 
Indra the fire of the ocean is counted by the words Urwa 
and it is said that on aspirations are growing like the 
barwanal of the ocean. In Eca 8 / 102/4 there is a des- 
cription of the fire develling in the ocean. In EcS 
4/58/11 there is a description of the barwanal in the Sea. 
In Eca 6/5/13 the word Saihudraih 'has been used. 
There is a prayer to the oceans for protection. As the 
Sindhu river and the Panjabi hollow are single they can- 
not be referred to in the plural number which can be used 
only for three or more objects. This then refers to the 
four oceans. In Ecfi- 9 / 80/1 occurs the word Samudra- 
sah which means pervading the earth like the ocean. / In 
Eca 4/16/7 there is a prayer to Indra in which there' 
is a description of Indra dropping from the sky the water 
of the oceans. It is the water of the oceans which causes 
the Monsoon rains. This is clearly a description of the 

P.8 
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ocean. Can the water of the Sindhu river or the Panjabi 
ditch cause rainfall in the world? In Eca 10/47/2 m 
prayers to Indra there is mention of the four oceans being 
permeated with the glory of Indra. In l^ca 9/34/6 
occur the words Caturah Samudran. These four oceans 
refer to the oceans surrounding the earth on the four sk es. 
Can the word Samudra imply the Sindhu river or the Pan- 
jabi ditch? In Eca 10/89/1 it is said that the glory of 
Indra is greater than that of the ocean. Here the plura 
word ‘‘Sindhubhyah” has been used. Can the plural vmid 
mean the Sindhu river, it being only singular The 
Sindhu river is not such a great thing that a comparison 
with it would become the glory of the worshipped go . 
In Eca 10/98/5 the mantra prays to the Cods that 
iful may fall from the the 

form of sky and flow int ) the ocem on the earth I 
Eca 10/104/8 the mantra prays to Indra 
^ndL samudra (Ocean) with the 
In Eca 10/136/5 there is a J 

ocean and the Western Ocean . Can either 
the Sindhu river or the Pan 3 abi ditc . 
contain, a description of two winds ^ ^ ^ 

Eastern ocean and the Western ocean 

r:fT’:irrnt^:ran^"^:-or/ir£ 

Sn Itcean^^^^ 

rtnn Eca 2/20/24 contains both the words &in 
T-sSudS This makes a distinction hetween 
and Samu ^ 7/96/7 describes the 

“Sindhu” and “Samudra . Eca z/yo// y- 

falling of the Saraswatl river into the ocean and . 

Leben" 22 et. seg. ^s 

"Samudra”, Id mean the ocean and at other places 
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taken it to mean the Sindh river which is made up by the 
joining of the streams of five rivers. 

On the other hand Max Muller in ‘ ‘Sacred Books 
of the East'’ 32, 61 et. seg. has differed from Zimmer and 
has alway taken “Samudra” to mean the ocean in the 
l^ijveda, Lassen in “Indische Alter Thums Kunde” 
12,883 has also taken “Samudra” to mean the ocean in 
the Rgveda, 
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Introdwytion 

As Kaslimir is the garden of India, Mithila is tR® 
garden of BiEar, It is a place of beauty a,nd Las its own 
liistory and culture. It is a place of abundance but n 
place of poverty too — a paradox. 

In tiiis small article an attempt has been made to 
ventilate the i-u-esent problems of liealth wiiicli have been 
prevailing in tire rural areas of Mithila. buggestions 
for improvement have also been made. 

Fhysiograph/y . — Mithila. proper is situated in Tirhut 
and Bbagalpur Divisions of the Province of Bihar in India. 

It comprises of the districts of Darbhanga, some portions 
of the district of Muzaffarpur, North Bbagalpur, Motiharj., ; 
Moughyr and Purnea. Its general slope is from NoiA;i J 
to South but the gradient "is small.: It is travers^ 
by the rivei's — Kamala, Kosi, Bagvati, Balana, Gan^aka, , . 
Tiljuga (Triyuga) , Dhemdra, Tilabi etc. i^st of ; | 
these rivers which have their origin in the Himalaya* 
are fed by numerous hilly sti'oams flpwing Through th^ 
Nepal territory. The land of Mithila has a high reputar 
tion of being the most fertile; the reasoii being that thid 
above-mentioned rivers bring silt with floiH water. But 
the river KosI is a great devastating river which haa 
covered a large track of alluvial soil with Jungles and has 
converted it into sandy land. It- has a great influence Oh 
the health and economical conditions of Mithila, 

•• Mithila proper has got an urea of 19,000 square mm 

with a population of 92 lacs. 
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Mithila IS bounded by tbe river GangaW the s .ath, 
by the Gandaka on the west, Nepal on the north and the 
old bed of the Kosi on the east. 

Tofogra'phy . — Mithila shows distinct variations in 
its different parts. It can be divided into four regions — 
according to its physical features as shown in the map : 

1. Tarai area. — It is situated on the border of Tarai 
of Nepal. The people are backward and usually away 
from Railway stations. Communication is bad. Area is 
moderately malarious. Trequent infection of cholera is 
brought from Nepal side. 

2. Gangetic Plain area. — This area is drier and is 
situated on the bank of the river Ganga. It is visited by 
the flood of the Ganga which brings silt. The nature of 
the flood is temporary and not devastating. The climate is 
not moist buB drier. The land is very fertile and famous 
for many crops such as chilly, tobacco, wheat etc. The 
people are healthy and hardy. 

3. General Plain area. — The general plain area 
covers the largest portion of Mithila. It is flat and is not 
visited by floods mostly. The climate is moist as described 
elsewhere. 

4. Flooded area. — It is mainly flooded due to the 
rivers Kosi and Kamala. It can be divided info: 

(1) Direct-Ko^i area and 

(2) Post-Ko^i area. 

(1) Direct-KoSi area. — It is about 1900 sq. miles in 
area and its population is about 12,28,991. 

An extract from an article written by Shri Laliteshwar 
Mullick in this connection is quoted below : 

“The sting of the attack of the river is not felt all at once. 
The spile flood-water of flie river visits a village for a few years 
varying from five to twenty years. Tt is a period of plenty and 
happiness though not unmixed with sorrow. The jack-fruit and 
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some mango and licH trees dry tip. - Some stray bushes of Jbcwa, 
Kasa, and Pater make their appearance here, and ■ there.' A few 
pregnant women and a few of the more playful of the children pay 
tlie debt of nature. A few shallow beds are dug up. But the good 
done far out-weighs the losses. Those fields which did not ewen 
produce Marua before the coming of the Kosi, yield bumper crops 
of paddy, Ehesarl, moong and maize. The agricultural outpmt of 
the village increases iiumeiisely. People enjoy an easy go-lucky 
life.”i 


During a high flood almost all the tdilages of the worst 
affected zone of the Kosi area remain submerged under 
water. Water enters into the houses. People live on 
bamboo platforms constructed inside their houses. They 
improvise their own methods of coolcing their food . While 
they sleep at night on those platforms, knee-deep and 
sometimes waist-high water passes beneath them. 

Fishes, snakes and othe ' reptiles Iceep moving on the surface 
of water. A great alarm is raised when some stray cro- 
codiles have been bagged by the villagers in their houses. 

The condition of the people under these circumstances can 
better be imagined than described. They suffer from all 
conceivable and inconceivable difficulties. They can move 
only on boats and wade through "water. They- cannot make • * ' . - | 

any good arrangement for the' s^rage of their, food-grains. 

Much of the little they possesa .is wasted;,, tor: labk,o:^,;gOTd 
arrangement of storage. I leave to the imagination of the 
readers to form their own idea of the plight of these people 
under some special circumstanoeSj .such as the arrival of 


ii 




some guest or illness of some memfes of the , family, or a 

. 




case of delivery in the family and thousand Juid . one' such 
events of every-day occurrence. ' j - ■ 

The following lines give, a graphic, description of the 
condition of the above 

, ' ' '“With, 'tbe end of monsoon. 'floo^dlWfei-'b^ins' 

receding and , the process is complete 
from floods by the end bf.Decemlrer 


■f 
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ever, tliis receding not at all welcomed ; tlie vsor row-tales of disease 
and;'deati.'.axe,too borrible to contemplate,;. In June, witli tlie, first, on- 
rnsli of flood water ai3.d tlie attendant troubles to \vldeli tire inliabi- 
tants are put, ill ere is at least one great re-deeiiiiiig feature : all tlie 
dirt and filth and ruarslies are washed clean and tlie healih ot the 
area ; . is surprisingly: good in .June, and d uly Dur.in.g the.se^ nionths: 
fresh flowing wuter is always ayailable for all pii!’]}oses. But with 
the receding' of flood, the villager lias to fall back Ids half- 

ehoaked well or pond holding stagnant water. Tins iii itself is suffi- 
cient to bring havoc on his health. But added to this is the fact that 
in sill the innirmerable water-logged diiches and niarslies and fens 
and ponds wdiieli the receding flood leaves behind, in and I’oiind the 
villages, serve as excellent mosquito-breeding centres. The result 
is that malaria stalks the land and, almost invariably, gri])s the 
villagers in its clulidies. instances are m)l rare uheii a vhole 
family or a wliole village is laid up with some ailment or the other 
. . . and iliere is none to i(!oj; after the dying persons or to take 
the dead to (o'eniution ground. And this ghastly tragedy is repeated 
year after year am! thousands are wi])ed out of existence/' 

“One very sp(a*ia! fea/ture of the area, at least of the worst affect- 
ed ])arts, is the almosi coni})1ete absence of children. It is a matter 
of common ex]}orience that ordinarily the women does not conceive 
and even when she does — the deli very.. is not normal and the issue 
cDines early and dies soon a.fter. Bor all these, to apportioii re- 

s] >onsibility between the reduced vitality of the people and the 
“Kosi air and water,’’ is more than we can do; it may be a fit 
subject for K.'search work by medical men and others and yield fruit- 
ful results. Eecently, the present writer has had occavsion to visit 

t) ue oi the worst affected villages, named Darali, (P, B. MadhepiirV 
of this urea when a few children, mostly male, had been born to' 
the villagers after a gap of 7 to 8 years.” 

'^‘The Health Officer (Darblianga district) explained that this 
had been made possible only because of certain special experimental 
measures he had taken in the village to check the diseases and to 
keep the inhabitants otfierwise fit. 

‘‘In the areas that are permanently water-logged, buffaloes are 
the only means of subsistonco. And yet, it is a. turned irony of fa.l'.e 
that the water which is helpiul in the breeding of disease-germs for 
huinari-heings is helpful for cattle epidemics too.”^ 

(2) Fost'-KoB area . — It is, 1585 sq. miles in area 
and its total population _ is .ahoiit 8,68,172. 

‘‘There is a striking similarity between the etfects produced on 
thi) fields and their yeildshy-the going away^of the river bed and its 
approach,';' With 'the silting 'up the main bed and its westward 
swingi'ttg/o'uly :spilt-water’.visits.'the'.area and its slack current. 
These deposit layers of fine fertilising silt. Naturally, the fields 

Prohlein hy "Misra. ■'' ' - 






Housing’ iu Kosi affected area 


People of £osi. 
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thaf have not yet been covered witb jungles, give bumper crops. 
But tbe phase lasts only a few years and gradually, with tbe going 
away of tbe river with tbe spilt-water and silt, .tbe yield of a field 
falls rapidly. Tbe soil-nitrogen is also exhausted. The result is 
more or less barrenness of the erstwhile fertile lands.” 

The place is dry but moderately 'malarious. This area 
is thinly populated as large number of people either died 
or fled away when this area was under the direct in- 
fluence of the KosT river. , In case an irrigation scheme 
is started, the land can be brought under cultivation. 
Eeally the services of ‘grow-more-food-compaign’ can very 
well be utilised here. 

Climate. — The climate of Mithila varies as per to- 
pography. It tallies with .that of Bengal to a great ex- 
tent in the Kosi and post-Kosi areas which are damp, 
moist and highly malarious. In this area the humidity 
is high and the temperature is low — as such it is quite 
a suitable climate for the development and breeding of 
mosquitoes. ' , . . 

The climate of the G'angetic area is drier , and not 
damp but here also the humidity is higher. This area; 
is the healthiest. area in Mithila., ^ The .Tar^ii area is a&q 
damp and moist and reputed for malaria.' • 

The General plain area has got a moderate climate 
and is mildly malarious. So • on the whole the climate 
of Mithila is hot and moist except in gold season (Foyemr ' 
ber to February) when the average tempCTature is 78'8°F.' 
and the average humidity is 81. ■ ’ ’ L' / ^ ^ r,;: 

Summer season lasts from March to June. , The tem- 
perature then shoots up to 100'9°F and the humidity varies - 
fr'om 45, to 72. ' ^ 

The rainy season begins from the middlb of. Ju^rfr te 
lasts .till October. The temperature then* v'ariq^ 'ffd^' 
:8,^8F.to-92°F but the humidityysfeots high_to 81. ‘ ■■■ 

■ The average totabrainfall is ’^77 dncjiqs' ranging 
tween -Oe to 777 inches. 

■ .E..9 ' " ■ 
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There is also rainfall in the winter season generally bo- 
tween February, and March on account of the North East 
Trade wind. 

The Sub-soil water is quite high. It ranges from 
10 feet to 25 feet. This is another reason for easy Sub-soil 
pollution. 

Communication . — The communication is very defec- 
tive There are mostly village-roads. The soil lieing 
alluvial and sandy the kutcha, roads become a great nuisance 
of dust. There are only a few pucca roads. The main- 
tenance of roads becomes difficult on account of large 
number of rivers which flood during the monsoons. Due 
to this the Bus-services are only confined to certain areas. 
So the communication becomes very difficult and a large 
number of, villages are cut off during monsoon when ele- 
phants alone are used for the purpose . In the flood affected 
areas the boats are the only means of communications 
specially in the Ko^i and. the Kainala affected areas. The 
villages then appear like .dots in the vast sheet o.f water and 
it becomes ;a difficult task to go from one house to another 
without a boat. Even the call of nature is attended on 
boats. People usually live on ‘machansi 

Irrigation.— is no system of irrigation in the 
area partly due to high moisture retaining power of the 
soil ;and partly due to the idleness of the people. People 
depend on monsoon rains and spilt water from the rivers 
during flood for cultivation. Since the violent earthquake 
of 1934 which affected a considerable part of Mithila to a 
great extent and disturbed the level of the soil considerably, 
some parts are seldom free from floods which have convert- 
ed a portion of land inti) jungles, marshy lands, small 
channels and streams. During draught the people use 
water from these channels for irrigating paddy crops .by 
means of ‘Karin’ (a log of wood about 12' to 15' long having 
a groove throughout its length). 
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Housing and Planning .—~Mx)Bi of the Tillages in 
Mithila have different tolas for different communities. 
Generally, the tolas inhabited by Maithila Brahmanas and 
other high class people are cleaner and have got better 
houses. People indiscriminately excavate earth for build- 
ing houses and leave them as such. They are converted in- 
to insanitary ditches which become the potential breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes. These houses are generally sur- 
rounded by vegetation which is a great shelter for sand flies 
and mosquitoes which are the vestors of Kala-Azar and 
malaria respectively. 

Only a few houses specially belonging to well-to-do 
persons have a compound and a kitchen-garden (called 
badi) attached to them. Most of the houses are built on 
slightly raised lands for fear of flood and dampness. They 
are haphazardly built without any proper planning but 
these are not back to back houses as found mostly in South 
Bihar and specially in Northern India. On inspection and 
survey carried on in certain parts of Mithila about 50% of 
the houses were found detached, 30% houses semi-detacht 
ed and the rest compact and back to back. Houses are 
mostly made of mud .and^ thatched with straw. Tiled ' 
roofs or pucca built houses are not commonly found. *■ A 
typical Mithila house iS generally rectangular in shape 
consisting of 3 to 4 rooms grouped together on four sides 
having a courtyard in the centre. Each room is separated 
from the other room by some space which is fenced on the 
outer side. /' ■ ■ ■•- 

New houses' should be built according to Pew house 
planning in which provision for smoke, flues, and good 
drains should be made. .The earth for building houses 
should be excavated from a common place which will be 
converted into a sanitary .tank. ‘ " 

Ventilation and light —YeTj bouses are properly 
ventilated. The villagers do not provide windows partly 
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due to the fact that they do not realise their significance 
and partly due to the fear of thieyes. On the whole, the 
rooms of the houses are dark, damp and ill- ventilated. 

Drainage.— l&QBt oi ihe houses have kutcha open 
drains which end either in a Doha or in a Cess Pool. A 
few of them have blind drains as a result of w^ich the 

houses remain generally damp. 

Kitchens —Vaej are not generally situated separately. 
They are also used for sleeping and storing grains. They 
have no special outlet for smoke and as such the cooks 
"(generally the housewives) suffer to a great extent. 

Animal Generally, there is special arrange- 

ment for Animal-shed separa;tely in villages, though not 
in towns. 

Water-Supply . — The main source of drinking water- 
supply are shallow dug wells. In some areas tank water 
is also used for drinking purposes. The water of the 
tanks and rivers is mostly used for bathing and domestic 

purposes. ^ 

The wells have no platforms or drains, they are 
usually kept in insanitary condition. The wells^ of the 
flood areas, specially those of the Ko^I and Kamala affect- 
ed areas, are filled with flood water and silt during the mon- 
soon. . The level of the subsoil water is usally 15-30 ft. 
high. , The, soil being sandy and alluvial, the water of 
, the shallow wellis polluted easily by percolation of excreta. 

The tanks and dobas are mostly insanitary and are 
. usually situated close to the houses. Most of the house 
drains and cowshed drains directly fall into the tanks and 
dobas. People generally defecate on the banks of the 
tanks which pollutes the tank during rainy se^on. 
There are several tanks in each _ These dobas 

.,^d tanks are usually filled witb acquatic vegetations 

lamina, Pistia, and other ac- 
'■quat’ic weeds. They dre the suitable breeding grofinds for 
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the mosquitoes. On the whole, the water supply in Mithila 
is very defective and unhy genic. This is one of the mosij 
important causes of intestinal diseases specially cholera 
which takes a heavy toll of lives every now and then. 

In order to safeguard the people from bowel diseases 
specially cholera, typhoid, and dysentry, deep tube wells 
must be provided in every village. Occasional bacteriolo-' 
gical examination of v»?^hich is also desired. 

Disposal of cattle dung and refuses . — ^I.,arge number 
of houses have cattle. The cow dung and the house i*efuses 
are kept in heaps just near the houses. Cattle dung is 
generally transformed into cakes and is used for fuel. The 
habit of making cow-dung-cakes makes the person filthy 
and devoids the field of manure. The cow-dung-cakes 
burn in the houses but laughs when thrown in fields. The 
cattle dung refuse when kept in heaps becomes dry and 
is blown by the wind and poisons the water we drink, the 
food we eat and the air we breathe. Thus it ruins the 
health, sight and physique of ourselves and of our children 
but when kept in pits, it becomes a good manure and brings ■ 
bumper Crops. 


tion. ’ Eest of the people usefthSe land specially the bank of ; ' 
rivers, tanks, bushes, gardens apd roadside eto. for .this , ; ^ 
purpose. This is the most important cause of soil and , y . 
water pollutions. ' The Hook-worm,, eggs havey^ gr^t ,,, y , 
chance of developing intq larvae due to favourable humidity , 
and temperature of the biishes, ^ar^ieos'.etc.j the soil of 
which is a suitable culture for them, o; The^^re-footed per- 
sons specially 'the ladies' who;fJ5equda% visit 5 ..i|hese;p^^,;;::y,:;; 
become the victim of Hookworm- disease^ During the rainy 
'season 'ihb eklireta iki partly tivfashedtiapdM dr ai3^fd>r'mt<> 

' adjacerit tanks of rivm%' and: percolate ''and, pollufieB - 

the aub-sbil water.'* ■■ -sAti- i- 
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Bore-hole latrines specially in the poor areas will be 
of great use. Meantime the villagers may also be instrnct- 
ed to dig holes of about 6" to 8" deep and then pass stools 
and cover it. The ideal thing will be to provide with 

septic tanks or Wardha type of latmnes. 

Habits and -People of Mithila are genera _y 

clean, hospitable, and gluttous in habits. They are in- 
telligent but lethargic. It is quite common to see even a 
poor and ill-clad man going to have a dip in the tank even 
on the chilly days. Majority of the people are non- 
vegetarian excepting the widows. Castq system ^ 
aAough it is being relaxed among highly educated and 

the nationalists. Usually no member of a caste inay inter- 
marry or eat or drink with persons of lower castes ihe 
members of a lower caste (specially the untouchables) aie 
not allowed to enter the* houses of their higher class 
•brethren. It is most rigidly followed in the Darbhanga 
district. The people of Mithila think it a religious obli- 
gation to get their girls married off before the age of 
puberty (usually below 13 years). The M^uhammadans 
follow^ their example and precepts. In the western 
countries, specially in America and Europe, marriage is a 
voluntarv act usually contracted only when the parties con- 
cerned are healthy and able to support a ^ 

is generally performed by every one regardless of the fitnm 
of the parties.. This results in early motherhood wido^ 
hood etc The father selects the bride or the bridegroom 
withOTt consulting the party concerned Endogamy 
(marriage within caste) and Exogamy 
age within one’s own sect or gotra) are common. Maith 
Brahmapas are mach more oaieful about tie caste and tie 
gotra etc. of the bride and the bridegroom, than about their 

Lalth and educationr • Selection of bridegroom b^mes 

very easy and unexpensive dUe to the prevalence of Sabha 
system where a large number of bridegrooms or their 
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guardians assemble at a particular place during the parti- 
cular auspicious days of the year. One of the most famous 
places of such ‘Sabha’ is Sauratha just near Madhubani in 
the Darbhanga district. Really it is worth seeing the 
bridegrooms of different ages with red dhotis and Pagas 
(national head-dress). Thousands of marriage negotiations 
are settled within a short period of 3 to 4 days. The cus- 
tom of marriage processions is very simple. People of the 
lower social status have to pay by way of social compensa- 
tion to the bride and the bridegroom of higher status. 
There is no widow marriage and divorce among the higher 
caste but widow marriages and divorces are quite common, 
among low caste Hindu and the Muhammadans. Poly- 
gamy is in fashion though it is decreasing day by day. The 
Maithila Brahmanas spend lavishlv on the Upanayana and 
the Sraddha ceremonies. They do not hesitate even in 
taking loan for performing these ceremonies. 

The people are generally addicted to take Bhan^a and 
chewing of nut and betel specially in 'the higher oommuni- 
ties. The lower class of people mostly chew tobacco. It 
would not be put of place to mention here that nut is con- 
sumed in the largest quantity in Mithila. Chewing nuts 
has become a habit. One can seldom find even a boy of 
10 years free from the habit. 

Smokinff of Hukkah is seldom seen. Toddy drink- ' 
ing is not much prevalent here. . 

On the whole the people of Mithila are fond of eating 
and feeding. They take usually good food. Feast is 
usually common in villages. Sometimes the feast which is ,, 
generally held on the occasion of a Sraddha ceremony (after 
death) in the cholera affected villages kecomes a: source ' 
of infection. At times an epidemic has broken out in ■ 
jeveral villages simultaneously due to such feasts.;' V 

Sending of “Bharas” (presents, such as sweettheatA; * ; 
and curd etc.) is very frequent. It is usually sent exposed 
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to dust and flies etc. This is also responsible for the 
spread of communicable diseases, such as cholera, typhoid 
and dysentry. 

Melas are held very frequently even on ordinary occa- 
sions. Most of the melas have religious backgrounds. It 
is the hobby of the village folk to attend a niela even at the 
risk of their lives. It has been found tha.t people have 
died in large numbers due to cholera in such fairs. 

Socio-eeonoirde condition . — ^Most of the people are 
cultivators but per capita of the land is about one acre. 
A large number of people are unemployed. Famity budget 
is not known but from, enquiries it is learnt that most of 
the people live from hand to mouth. Their economic con- 
dition is very poor and is going from ba.d to worse due 
to floods and loss of man-power due to diseases specially 
malaria, Kala-Azar and Hookworm, particularly in the 
KosI, post-Kosi and Kamala afiected areas. There is an 
ample scope of work but due to ill health they are unable 
to do anything. It is sure that they cannot afford to pur- 
chase health. 

The age-old superstitions, laws and customs of 
society not chan.ging for centuries have a tightening grip 
on the people of Mithila... . Early marriage and early 
motherhood are common. The pressure of population on 
lalnd which, is practically the source .of exis.tence is increas- 

Mithila is famous 'for Khadi and Handloom works 
but there is no ot|3.ey Cottage Industry on regular lines. 

• For improvement (i) .Education should be popularised, 

(ii) Improvement i,in? .agripplture should be made, 

(iii) facilities for c6-operatiye, marketing and develop- 
ment of Cottage Industries,. shppld be provided. 

; Physique . — ^Majority of , .'.ihp^^a.dplt.r males achieve a 

yfbigjit .ranging! from 4,0,Q.4p.:i^ j^.; and a height, from 
w]3jereas,adul,t felpiile^ have 70 to 110 lbs. and 
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50" to 60" respectively. The physique of Maithilas, on 
the whole, is poor on account of the following rea.sons : 

1. Race factor . — Heredity plays a role though other 
factors very greatly modify its influence on physique both 
favourably and adversely according to circumstances. As 
there is no standard of weight and height for Maithila 
population, so it is difficult to judge exactly as to how far 
they conipai'e, but thej'e is no doubt that they fall short 
of normal. 

2. Nutrition Factor . — This has already been dis- 
cussed elsewhere. On the whole the masses suffer from 
mal-nutrition. 

3. Disease. — Hook-worm and malaria serve to aggra- 
vate the influence of poor heritance and mal-nutrition. 

4. Economic Factor . — There is no doubt (hat econo- 
mic condition is low. So the purchasing power is low. 
nutrition is poor and there is ignorance and chance of 
falling easy prey to disease and thus a poor physique. In 
fact there is -a vicious circle of the above facts. 

'Occupation . — Agriculture is the main occupation of 
the people. Land is fertile and has a high moisfure .re- 
taining power. It has attracted a, large number of 
foreigners who have settled in Mithila and have engaged 
themselves in extensive, as well as intensive farming. A 
great number of people of Mithila have no employment 
due to their ill-health as thev cannot stand physical ‘ 
labour. It is a seat of Khadi spinning and weaving in 
Bihar. ' . 

Edu cation . — Modern Education is below the level of 
Bihar and India . Mithila has very high refutation for her ; ' , 
learning and culture in her earlier days. The first.iCollege ? ; 
in Mithila was started in Darbhanga in the year 1936. - 
But education on orthodox lines in traditional learning is ■ 
very popidar and its percentage is far above the average in 
Mithila when compared with other parts of the country. ; 

F. 10 
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II 

Diet and Nutrition 

The chief food of Mithila consists of mainly boiled 
rice, pulse, vegetables, fish and curd etc. People are very 
fond of taking cuda (flatten rice) and dahi (curd). Poor 
peo|)le use Keshan, Madua and sweet potatoes chiefly. 

Rice . — Pice is a chief diet in a country like Japan 
and Burma where it has not any bad effect on the health 
of people, but it has affected the health of the people of 
Mithila due to its misuse on account of ignorance. 

The high class people specially the widows, usually 
take Araba rice (Atapa-rice) on religious grounds. It has 
infiltered to the lower class of people also. It has been 
proved scientifically that Araba rice (Atapa-rice) is less 
nutritive than parboiled rice. The reason is that before 
husking, the paddy is paihoiled and then dried and husked. 
During the process of boiling the vitamins and minerals 
which are mostly found in the peri-crap '(outer coating) 
diffuse inside. They are retained even after husking. 

Milling of rice . — ^Mithila has large number of rice 
mills. People in town consume milled rice in a large 
quantity. Milling of rice devoids it mostly of the vitamins 
and minerals which are found in the peri -crap (outer 
coating) of the rice. In villages they do not take milled 
rice. 

Method of coohing . — ^Before cooking rice, it is wash- 
ed very thoroughly; A portion of vitamins is washed out 
during this process. After the rice is ready, the rice- 
water (Manda) is taken out and thrown. Thus we take 
cooked rice which contains chiefly starch (carbo-hydrate) 
and lose the important substances such as minerals and 
vitamins. 

Cuda (flatten rice). — This is quite staple food. If re- 
tains the nutritive value of fhe: rice. It has been found 
that people who take cuda keep fitter . 



Milk is produced in large quantity here; but in villages 
situated near towns it is mostly exported to other places 
oufiside the area in the form of cream and ghee. It is not 
possible to stop this practice on account of the economic 
reasons. 

Fish . — It is found in abundance in KosI and Kamala 
affected areas. There are large number of fanks but they 
are mostly filled with aequatic vegetations and this makes 
the Pisciculture difficult. It will be a great boon to the 
people if systematic Pisciculture is started in the villages. 
This can serve in double ways — antilarvael which can 
control the mosquitoes and can provide enough of fish 
which can improve the economic condition also. 

Vegetables . — ^Leafy vegetables are consumed in fair 
amount specially among female folk and this provides 
sufficient minerals and vitamins. But it should be used 
more liberally. 

Oil . — ^Mostly mustard oil is used. It is devoid of 
vitamins. Eich persons use ghee also. 

Only some high class people of Mithila take balanced 
diet. In a diet survey done in Mithila the following 
defects were revealed : 

1. Diet falls short in about 26% with respect to . 

caloric requirements as based on the League 
of Nations Standard for Phillipine Island 
the conditions of which are more or less ^ 
identical with Mithila. ■ r ' 

2. Protiens. — Mostly of animal origin are de- 

ficient to an extent of 30%. •< M‘i; V'! i, 

3. Fats are deficient in about 75% of, cases, 

Whatever fat is consumed is taken largely as " : 
mustard oil. This also accounts for tke , 
gross deficiency *of Vitamin A. As said • 
before milk is exported in the form of cream 
and ghee. 
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Considering the defects and the degrees preYalent in 
population it is easy to account for the mal-nutrition 
which is responsible for anaemia and several other defects. 

Ill 

Vital Statistics 

Eeports of vital statistics are done by the Chowkidars 
of the villages on parade days when they attend their 
resireetive Tlianas. This system although it prevails in 
every part of India remains defective. The diagnosis is 
also done by these illiterate fellows. The reporting be- 
comes very defective in the Flood affected areas. Registra- 
tions and compilations are done by the Thana Officer who 
sends a copy to the Sub-Division Officer and the Civil 
Surgeon and thus there is enough delay. Verification of 
the vital statistics is done by the Health Staff. 

Table I 

Comparative Vital Statistics for the year 1937 , 

(India — Bihar (Mithild) and Selected Countries) 


Average . 
Life 


Name of. 
Countries : — 

1 Death-rate 

Birth-^rate 

Infant Mor- 

Iper 1,000 Po- 
pulation ; — 

per 1,000 Po- 
pulation ; — 

tality per, 
1,000 
Birth : — 

India 

22-4 

34'5 

162 

Bihar (Mithila), 

2-2 

33 

120 

Australia ... / 

9*4 

17-4 

38 i 

JJ. 8* A, , ... 

11-2 

17‘0 

64 ; 

n g 1 a n d - 
Wales, 

12-4 

14*9 

58 

Ceylon 

21-7 

37-8 

158 

Java 

18-8 

28.3 


J apaii 

17-0 

30-6 

106 

New-Zealand. 

9-1 


31 


(From the Health of India by John B. Grant ) 

Frorh the above table it is clear that India compares 
unfavourably with other countries regarding crude death- 
rate, Infant mortality rate and average life. The Birth- 
rate is no-doubt very high. But the Infant mortality rate 
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is the highest. Bihar, specially Mithila, cannot be free 
from these. 


TABLE II 


Beat]) Rates for Small-pox and Cholera in Asiatis, Countries 
[Moi'taiity rate per 100,000 Population) 


Small-pox 


O'l 

0-02 

0-006 

0001 

0-06 

0-08 

0-05 

002 

0-04 

0‘«08 


Cholera, 


* Figures not available, ; f- ys 

■ " 4 ‘ I « 

(From the Health of India by John B. Grand). 

From ithe above table it is evident that diseases like 
Small-pox and Cholera are mostly . prevalent in India. 
Countries like Philippines and ■N'etherlands having the 
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same socio-economic conditions have done away with them 
in these days. 

Table III 


Death from Cholera in Bihar by months in 1944> 


.Months ■ 

No* of 
deaths 

Remarks 

•January; . 

1811 


'Febrnary ■ , 

1198 


March 

1116 

In spite of the fact that the 

April 

1703 

. reporting is not satisfactory, the 

May 

8,35-1 

death-rate due to Cholera alone 

Jane ... 

18,225 

is very high. Badly affected 

July 

16,77.0 

Cholera areas were North Bihar 

Auiiust 

12,170 

specially-Mithila, 

September 

10,513 

October 

7,124 


November 

6,478 


December 

485 


Total 

85,951 



(From Indian Health Oazette by Lt. Col. C. A- Bozam I.M,S.. 
1945). 


Table IV 



Average Deaths due to Fever, Cholera, Small-pox and 
Plague for the years 1938 to 1942. 


Cholera Small-pox Plague 


(From Indian Health Gazette by Lt. Col* C. A* Bozam, I.M.S, 
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Tile above table shows that Small-pox is highest in 
Bihar. Bihar stands third' in Fever and Cholera. The 
worst Malaria and Cholera affected areas of Bihar lie 
specially in Mithila. 

The vital statistics given above reflect that the pre- 
ventable diseases, such as Cholera, Small-pox and Malaria, 
are widely spread. There are no available records about 
Hook-worms and Dysentry, but they are more common. 
On the whole the level of Health in Bihar specially in 
Mithila is low. 

The causes of low health of Mithila are described 
below: — 

1. Climatic Factor. 

2. Bad Socio-economic condition— wealth is dis- 
tributed among a few persons only. On 
account of the poverty of the masses the stand- 
ard of living is low. There is no social or 
economical machinery to level it up. 

3. Lack of general and health education: — Educa- 
tion is limited to the upper classes mostly. It 
is poor in quality also. People are ignorant 
of the fundamental principles of Health and 
Hygiene. Teaching of Hygiene is compul- 
sory up to the middle standard but this is 
mostly to pass the examinations. Instruc- 
tions should be given on practical lines in 
mother tongue. 

' ■ . . ■ ; ■■■ ; „ % ’ ■■ ■,,, 

4. Lack of well organised medical and Public 

Health services for prevention, early diagnosis 
and early treatment of diseases. ' - Ir 

Besides the above there are mal-nutrition, bad-housing, 
lack of proper water-supply and conservancy, lack of co- - y 
operation among the people and the Public Health staffs, 
bad communications etc. 
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IV 

. m 

F revalence of Diseases 

These days Mithila has become the abode of epidemics. 
The general health of people has deteriorated to a great 
extent due to mal-nutri'tion, bad climatic effects and bad 
sanitation. Due to these factors they become an easy prey 
to the diseases like malaria, Hookworm etc. which are 
prevalent in some parts of Mithila in epidemic form. 
The most prevalent diseases are Cholera, Mialaria, Kala- 
Azar, Typhoid, Dysentry, Small-pox and skin diseases, 
specially Scabies. In some parts Plague also visits now 
and then. 

1 . Malaria , . — ^Malaria is caused by the bite of a parti- 
cular infected mosquito, the anopheles. The reservoir of 
infective organisms is the man who has suffered from the 
disease bui has not been cured fully. If an anopheles 
mosquito bite such a man, it becomes infected itself and 
then after a period of 8-10 days if it bites a healthy man, 
he is infected with the germs of malaria. 

For the death rate due to fever see the graphs given 
before. .-.i-i' 

History . — It is difficult to say whether this disease was 
prevalent in Mithila before the 19th century or not, but it 
is a fact that in the books of indigenous system on medi- 
cines Sitajwara has been frequently mentioned. From the 
writings of travellers, such as Huen-Thiasang, 4th century 
A.D.. Burmier, (1666) and Rennel (1760), it is quite 
evident that the disease did not exist at that time in such a 
form. But from other recprds it appears that malaria 
did appear in epidemic form in the middle of the last 
century and since then it has become endemic which breaks 
out frequently in epideihic form. , 

has got, the rept^tion of being malarious, 
j tii ' thq naala of India prepared by the Malaria 

Institute of India, 1929, Bihar is shown as an area having 






HEALTH PROBLEMS OP MITHILA 


malaria with moderate to high endemicity of more or less 
static character, the intensity depending on local sur- 
roundings, seasonal variations, moderate fulminant-epide- 
mics as such there is no wonder if Mithila which forms 
a part of Bihar should share such characteristics regard- 
ing malaria endemicity. 

Present condition . — It is admitted by all the entemo- 
logists that a considerable percentage of death registered 
under the head “fever”, at least 40 to 50% if not more, is 
due |o malaria and such a death rate due to fever is a.n 
index to the amount of malaria prevailing in the area. 
Sickness of malaria is not being recorded either by the 
police or any other organisation but the increase in the 
disease is judged by the increase in treatment i.e., opening 
centres for treatments. A large number of patients es- 
capes treatment. It is difficult to esitimate but one may 
say roughly that 6 to 8 millions of cases of malaria are 
treated every year. 

Malaria and Economic loss . — ^Malaria has deteriorat- 
ed the physique of the people. In the Ko^I affected area 
where malaria is highly endemic,, it has made the people / 
punny, less virile and impotent. The sickness rate due 
to malaria alone has become quite high and as such the 
tillers of , the soil cannot Cultivate their lands. During 
their illness they have to spend money in their treatment 
and diet and thus they become poor. They cannot afford ' 
to take nutritious diet and thus they get frequent relapses 
of malaria and become easy pfey to o.ther diseases. • Thus 
a vicious circle of illness and bad economic condition goes ■. 
on. It is because of this that persons from other parts of , ■ 
Bihar have taken advantages of the pdterty and idleness of ^ 
the people in purchasing lands and Settling themselves in : . 
'Mithila. 

There is another special, feature in the worst Ko^i 
affected ^ea and that is the' comnlete a,bsmnA nf AV.Hrit.ain 
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in several villages. The ladies conceive but abort 
frequently. Children are seldom born, and if they are 
born, they die within a few months. This is mostly due to 
malaria and mal-nutrition. Its other causes require 
further investigation.' It has also been found that by im- 
proving the nutrition of these people and the treatment of 
malaria, children have been born in some of the villages 
during the last three or four years and that they are 
alive mostly. 

Cause's of malaria. — The causes may be divided into 
(i) man made and (ii) natural causes. 

(i) Manmade: — 

(a) Excavation of a large numbei' of tanks and dohas 
which are frequently kept in insanitary condition and 
are filled with acquatic vegetations, — some of the villages 
of the Darbhanga district have more than twenty tanks. 
.These are the remnanits of Mithila when it was a place of 
abundance and luxury. People thought that the excava- 
tion of a new tank for the purpose of irrigation and bath- 
ing etc. was a part of their religious duty, so there are so 
many tanks in a village in Mithila. Unfortunately, 
the economic condition and general physique have deto- 
riated and so these' tanks . are ,kept unclean and thas 
they have become source of , mosquito breeding and in- 
testinal diseases. 

(b) . Construction of roads and railways with its 
aligment and borrow -pits. ~1% is quite evident from the 
records that .the construction of railways is also respon- 
sible for bringing -Malaria.in Mithila. When we pass by 
rail, we notice n large number of ■ borrow-pits along the 
side of the Railway , lines. ' Thpy are again the sources of 
jbrp^iE^j of miosquitoe^.. . Ther borrpw-pits on - both the 
side offc||>ads are also plaais 'of mosquito breeding. 

V {e%'::E'hkbUnkments.~T^^^^il or cross embankments 
,;^e nsdaUy; order tq, protect the villages^ from the 
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floods. But this is dangerous and harmful. Flood brings 
silt laden water and washes out the dirt. The bunds are 
also put for irrigation and catching of fishes. They help 
in the stagnation of water. All these help breeding of 
mosquitoes. 

{d) Indiscriminate killing of fishes. — Fishes eat 
up the mosquitoe larvae and keep down the mosquito. 
It is very essential to popularise systematic pisciculture. 
In Mithila this can be done easily but the land-lords do 
not care and the poor tenants are ignorant. 

(c) Paddy, wild grass (Kharha) and jtite cultiva- 
tion. — Mithila is famous for paddy crops. Jute is also 
grown in sufficient quantity. These are local crops and 
have water which is a source of the breeding of mosquitoes. 

(/) Lack of 'proper knowledge regarding the causes 
of Malaria among the mass and also the educated persons:— 
The masses are ignorant and they do not appreciate the 
harm they are doing themselves by digging dobas and kill- 
ing indiscriminately the fishes etc. Suitable legislation 
and its application will be of great help but self help can- 
not he ignored. 

(ii) Natural causes 

(a) W ater hyacinth, r^lt has spresid in the whole of 
Mithila. It has covered the tanks;- Khals and Ko^i flood- 
ed areas and has damaged, crops,- destroyed bridges and 
have turned them into breeding grounds of mosquitoes. 

(b) Changing of the route of rivers. — The river Ko^I 
is reputed for rapidly changing its courses so very often. 

It has got several channels which have become shallower 
and serve for the breeding of mosquitoes. It has also 
converted a considerable- proportion of land into jungles 
and: thick vegetations^ which are help.fuL forrthe shelter 
and development', of mosquitoes. , 

(c) Economic' Condition. — The incidence of malaria 
is closely connected • with, the economic condition of the 
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countiy. In a way, Mithila is a poor province. Its 
people cannot afford at present to spend much for their pro- 
tection against the attack of this disease and also for the 
cleaning of the surroundings which help the spread of the 
disease. We know that during the recent war, people 
suffered a good deal from famine and mal-nutrition which 
resulted in epidemic of Malaria and killed a large number, 
of persons. The severe epidemic of malaria during the 
year 1944 in Mithila is still fresh in our memory. It has 
swept away thousands of persons. 

{d) Climatic conditions. — Rainfall, humidity and 
temperature are also favourable for the development and 
prolongation of the life of mosquitoes. 

The control of malaria is done in two ways (a) Tem- 
porary measure and (b) Permanent measure, (a) Tem- 
porary -measure consits of epidemic measures, propaganda 
and Health education, while (b) the Permanent measure 
consists of stopping creation of the breeding grounds of 
mosquitoes and the repairing of the damage done before 
during the last earthquake. But this requires money 
and suitable men. 

2. ChoUra.—li is a highly infectious disease pre- 
valent in India but chiefly in Bengal, Madras and Bihar 
(more common in Mithila). It is caused by bacilli carried 
by water, food, flies, and fingers etc. A man is infected 
when he takes infected food or water. This disease has 
been coi^trolled fully in the western countries, but it kills 
thousands of people here in Mithila every year. 

History . — The Gangetic plain is the home of cholera 
and so it is called Asiatic cholera. There is no clear cut 
historical record regarding. this disease before 14S8. Epi- 
demic of cholera started in Bihar and Bengal in 1817 and , 
spread in many countries, Such as China, Ceylon, East 
Africa, Iran, Australia, Russia' apd America etc. Cholera 
has been described as the best friepd of the Public Depart- 
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ment in England as well in India. The cause is that it 
creates panic among the layman and takes a heavy toll of 
lives without delay. In this connection it will not be out of 
place to mention the great epidemic of cholera in Mithila 
in the year 1930. It spread from North Bihar (Mithila) 
to other parts of India. This became a subject for the 
League of Nations Health Organi^ations to take up and 
drew the attention of the Indian representatives at a 
meeting of the office, Internationale d’ Hygiene Publique 
in 1930. Cholera again broke out in virulent form in 
North Bihar specially in Mithila in the year 1944 in which 
more than half a lac of people died in Mithila alone. It 
drew the attention of the world and created a great panic 
but it has helped the Public Health Department to a 
great extent. 

From the vital statistics given it is proved that cholera 
has became endemic in Mithila. Endemicely it varies 
with localities. In some parts of Mithila specially in 
Darbhanga district cholera breaks out twice a year. 
Large number of cases occurs from March to October and 
then fi’om December to February. Cholera has got a re- 
gular periodicity of about six years. More cases of cholera . ' 
occur among the poor people. Mortality is high only 
in the cases left without any treatment. 

So far investigated the chief causes of cholera in 
Mithila may be classified into '(i) General and 
(ii) Local. 

(i) General can see : — 

(a) Lack of knowledge of the fundamental prin- 

ciples' of hygiene. ■ This is w?mting even ■/ 
among the educated people. Teaching of 
Hygine, no doubt, is ; compulsory in lower 
classes but only theoretically, 

(b) Lack of co-operation of the masses. 
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(c) Bad Socio-economic condition. 

(d) Bad communication. 

{it) S-pecial causes : — 

(a) Lack of proper and safe drinking water 

supply. .The main source of water supply in 
Mitliila, as said before is the shallow, insa- 
nitary dug wells. But in some villages there 
ai‘e no wells and in several villages w’'ell 
dry up during summer. 

(b) Lack of proper isolation. 

(c) Lack of resistence among the mass due to mal- 

nutrition. 

(d) Infection is generally brought from or carried 

to the fairs which are held very frecjuently 
in various parts of the province. 

(e) At places people throw dead bodies of those 

who have died of cholera and other in- 
fectious diseases in the rivers which form 
the source of water supply. Washing of 
the contaminated clothes with vomits and 
excreta of the patients in the tanks or on 
the wells is quite frequent. Thus the source 
of water supply is easily infected. 

(f) The feasts and the exposed Bharas in the cho- 

lera affected villages also play a great part 
in the spread of the disease. 

(g) Due to insanitary conditions of villages the fly 

population has increased. They are also 
mechanical carrier of |he disease from one 
place to> another ji- 

(h) When cholera br^s out in a village in epidemic 

, - : forhi, people* fun'! 'away to other villages. 

They carry the< infection. 
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Cholera can be wiped out by provision of safe drink- 
ing water-supply, previous inoculation and education of 
the masses. 

3. Hook-worm. — ^Hook-worm is one of the most 
commonly prevalent diseases of Mithila. It has affected 
the health and vitality of lacs of people living in Mithila. 

It has made the people idle, anaemic and has crippled 
ag?‘ieulture, handicapped the progi'ess of the nation and 
thus it has created a great economic disadvantage. 

When a Hook-worm survey was done in the district of 
Darbhanga, it was discovered that about 80% of people 
suffered from the infection. In spite of such a high in- 
cidence of Hook-worm the symptoms of Hook-worm are 
not manifested in large number of cases. The high in- 
cidence of Hook-worm infection along with Malaria and 
mal-nutrition accounts for the large number of people 
suffering from anaemia. 

Persons harbouring Hook-worms pass a large number 
of their eggs in stools. These eggs develop into infective 
larvae under the favourable conditions of hum.idity,' rain- 
fall and low temperature, f The of such places which 
is commonly usedlfor ‘defec^^mefc^-the 'epaa^ie^^^ 
worm remains i grossly^ infested I, with vtl^ilarvae.- TJmy 
infect the persons who 'happen to pass theye. barefooted. 1 ‘ 
They pierce the skin and then pass alongr untilvfinally 
reach the intestine. .There they rhite ; and suck out r the 
blood and thus they make: people anaemic. , . , <1 t 'i 

The causes of fhighi incidence oof ^'HooltnWorm’^; i^ 
Mi}/hil§<are as-' .follows it-?- -t;.; -■ 

(a) . People , usually : defe(^te.a^;i';;!(die..pp©nv; 

-specially am the hupjfeiptt the banks of the 
rivers and , splice under the 
' . ’ : “ favourablei'meteiibl^gli^f. cpBj|i]^idnsi'1i!r|j!.Jj^ 

areiquite auifeafele.for jjthe. ,de^elopm<0iit '"of 

' '''Hook.-worm-ng^^'iiado^rvae.l^pme, a'fgrj^, I 
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source of jnfecfion. When persons usually 
bare-footed go there for any work, they be- 
come Tictims to this disease. 

(b) The soil is usually sandy, alluvial and porous. 

This type of soil is very helpful for its deve- 
lopment. 

(c) 85% of people of Mithila are agriculturists 

and so they have to work in the fields. Due 
to economic and other conditions most of 
them do not wear shoes. These conditions 
also help in the infection of the disease. 

The prevention and cure of Hook-worm is compara- 
tively simple. Prevention consists in simple sanitary 
arrangement, such as proper disposal of human excreta 
which will prevent the soil and water pollution. The 
oonstruction of bore-hole latrines which is quite cheap 
and easy may serve the purpose to a great extent but 
before doing this we have to fight ignorance, apathy, 
poverty and general cleanliness. The suppression of the 
disease which is so widely spread and enormous requires 
social and economic uplift of the nation, the education of 
millions of people, changing of their daily habits and a 
close co-operation among the health authorities, the mass, 
the medical personnel and phylanthropic agencies. 

4. Dy sentry . — A very common form of dysentry 
caused by the aneeba has been very common throughout 
Mithila. The other type of dysentry known as Bacilliary 
dysentry is not less common. These diseases are carried by 
germs which contaminate food and drinks. .These germs 
are found in the stools of persons having the disease either 
in dominant or latent forms, Biain waters carry the faecal 
matter into the wells, .thanks or streams. Thus the water 
is polluf^d and bepomes a souroe o.f infection. Persons 
who use such water get the infection. This also plays an 
iiaportaht part in Hie spread of this disease. The im- 
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provenient of pi’imitive environmental sanitation, sucM as 
water-supply, conservency and general sanitation etc. will 
drive out ^he disease. * 

5. Typhoid . — It is an acute fever of long duration 
lasting for three weeks or more. This disease also spreads 
in epidemic form in Mithila. It affects both rich and poor, 
strong and weak alike. The epidemic occurs in warm 
weather. Morbidity and mortality are not notified. The 
incidence increases in early age. The prevention lies in 
the improvement of the sanitary condition. 

Carrier . — The carrier is a person who harbours the 
disease germs but does not manifest symptoms, that is, the 
carrier himself or herself does not suffer from the disease 
but becomes a reservoir of infection. Carriers of typhoid, 
dysentry and hook-worm are found in abundance in 
Mithila. The carriers when employed as cooks or servants 
spread the disease. In this connection it will not be out 
of place to mention that a large number of cooks and ser- 
vants go to other parts of Bihar and Bengal and are 
employed in handling food and drinks and they carry 


these germs 

6. Small-pox 


-It is an air-borne disease caused 




' r. 



virus. It affects all ages, both sexes, poor and rich' alike. 

It visits in an epidemic form at an interval of 5 years and 
causes large number of deaths and disfigurements. This 
disease is mostly prevalent in the eastern countries, espeoi-' 
ally China and India. It haS practically disappeared in ' ' 
the western countries which is quite evident from the vital ' , 
statistics given above. A country like Java having the 
same socio-economic conditions as Mithila has done 
away with th^ disease by regular vaccination and re- 
vaccination of the masses. ' ' t 

7. Plague . — It is an acute febrile disease usually > 
attended by swelling of the lymphatic glands of the groin- . . 
caused by the bite of the infected rat-flea. This is really 
F. 12 




1 ^^ 
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a .disease of rat. “No rat, no plague” is a fact. Later 
on, this disease spreads among men. 

History . — ^Plague is a disease of great antiquity 
although the disease is rery old for Asia, but no records 
are available. In India plague is mostly prevalent in 
Bihar. Mithiia is not free from it. The epidemic of 
plague is now practically confined jto Northern Monghyr, 
Bhagalpur and a part of Darbhanga. 

Temperature and humidity play a great part in the 
spread of plague. High humidity and low temperature 
favour the life process of fleas, which are quite fitting to 
Mithiia. Plague generally breaks out in winter season. 

The o.ther conditions which are suitable for the spread 
of Plague in Mithiia are as follows : — 

(1) Type of hous.ing, made of mud and thatched 

with straw and surrounded by fields, give 
shelter to ra.ts. 

(2) Pood and drinks are kept haphazardly and ex- 

posed. The rats get food and multiply 
rapidly. 

(3) People do not generally kill rats on religious 

grounds. 

(4) Suitable meterio.logic,al conditions as described 

above. 

(5) Predominance of X. Cheopis over X, Astia 

(types of rat flea). 

(6) Customs and habits of the people such as hold- 

ing of “Hatas” (fairs) where grains .are usu- 
ally sold. Crains of infected areas may carry 
infected rat fleas. 

(7) Mass ignorance. 

Plague does not usually break out in the Ko^i and 
Hie. Kapiala affected areas which are highly flooded. Once 
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plague occurs in a particular area it becomes a difficult 
task to eradicate it. 

8. Kala-azar . — It is a fever of long duration and is 
caused by the organisms which are transmitted from an 
infected man to a healthy one by the bite of an insect 
known as sand-fly. This disease is mostly found in 
Mithila in Bihar. The cause of high incidence of this 
disease is due to the vegetations surrounding the houses 
which give shelter to the sand-fly. 

9. Lathyrism . — This is a disease which affects the 
nerves (spinal cord) and causes lameness. This is due to 
the consumption of “Khesari” grain as the chief diet in 
the form of bread, “satu”, pulse etc. In some parts of 
Mithila specially where “Khesari” grows in large quantity, 
lathyi'ism breaks out in epidemic form. In the year 1947, 
the writer happened to examine 140 cases of this disease 
in a day in Bahera P. S. of the district of Darbhanga, 
where it had broken out in epidemic form. The treatment 
is difficult and not very effective. Prevention lies in 
stopping the production and consumption of 'KhesarV. 

V 

Maternity and CKild-Welfare : — 

The activities of the maternity anddhild-welfare work 
are confined to the district head-quarters. The following 
facts have been published in the report on Maternity and 
Child-Welfare work by a special committee of experts in 
India, about Bihar during 1988 : 

“It was only in 1923, ten years after the creation of the_ Pro- 
vince that the first move was made. In that year on the advice of 
the I.G.C.H. the provincial Government started a maternity scheme 
in Patna, the staff consisting of a maternity supervisor and six 
midwives. Each midwife was given a definite area in which she 
had to work and she attended all normal labour cases.” ' ■ ' , 

In 1925 Lady Wheeler initiated,' “The Bihar-Orissa . , 
Child Welfare Fund” which began work by maintaining 
two child welfare centres at 'Gulzarbagh and Patna by 
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holding baby weeks. In 1928, the Bihar and Orissa 
Maternity and Child- Welfare Society was established which 
started centres in the important towns of the Province 
and functioned under the guidance and provision of the 
Provincial Society. 

There is no provision for the work of the Maternity 
and Child welfare works in the rural areas of Mithila. 
OFor this reason it is difficult to estimate correctly the 
maternal and infant mortality in villages owing to 
incorrect registration of the Vital Statistics. 

There are various reasons for the negligence of the 
service. The delivery is done generally bv the lov,’- class 
women such as the “camains”. The reason is that among 
the Hindus the confinement is regarded as a physical 
pollution. This has got a great bearing on the solution 
of the maternity problem in India. Thus the professional 
midwives of the country are from time immemorial from 
amongst the lowest castes because confinements are consi- 
dered unclean and the confined women as sources of pollu- 
tion to others coming with them. The confinement is 
generallv done in an insanitary labour room. • This is 
the cause of large niimber of deaths of children due to, 
‘Tetanus’ and other diseases during the first week of life. 

In England and Australia etc. the maternity and 
child-welfare scheme is run on the co-operation basis, the 
villages contribute for the nurses’ salary. But it is not 
possible for the villages of Mithila to do so owing to po- 
verty and lack of modern outlook. But the work of mater- 
nity and child-welfare is a national responsibility which 
should be shared by the State, Local bodies and people. 

There is no doubt that ladies belonging to the higher 
castes will not like to take up this job. But the p’-oblera 
cannot be left aside. The best thing is to train the indigen- 
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VI 

Infant Mortality 

Tlie most important causes of Infant mortality are : 

(1) Tetanus. 

(2) Prematurity. 

(3) Eespiratory diseases like Pneumonia etc. 

(4) Infective diseases — Small-pox etc. 

(5) Wrong feeding and other bowel disorders. 

(6) Malnutrition and starvation. 

50% of the deaths occur under one mouth of life and 
60% of these in the first week which is largely influenced 
by pre-natal causes. 

The infant mortality rate can be reduced by the educa- 
tion of the mothers, producing trained “camains” and 
improving the socio-economic conditions of the man. 

VII 

Medical and Public Health Facilities 

Medical . — There are about 100 dispensaries in the 
rural areas set up by the District Boards. The medical 
officer-in-charge of the dispensaries attend cases in the 
morning and evening hours. In most of the dispensaries 
there is no arrangement for indoor beds. The medical 
officers are under the control of the Chairman of the Dis- 
trict Board and the Civil Surgeon of the district. The 
.Health Officer has no control over them but they are sup- 
posed to attend the epidemic-affected villages during the 
absence of the Public Health Staff, for innoculation and 
disinfection works, within a radius of 5 miles. Besides 
the District Board dispensaries, there are Government 
hospitals in the district and sub-divisional head-quarters 
where there are arrangements for indoor patients. There 
is one Medical College at Darbhanga having several 
specialists. 
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Puhlic Health. — Tlie attention of the Government 
has been drawn much towards the Public Health for the 
last three years. The Public Health facilities have been 
tremendously increased during this period although they 
are not in keeping with the progress of Science. The 
Bihar PiibUc Health Bill of 1947, on the lines of Madras 
Consolidated Public Health Act 1939, is under the con- 
sideration of the Government. 

The present Public Health organisation is decentra- 
lised partly by the Government and mainly by the District 
Boards. The District Health Officer is a Government 
servant of Provincial Public Health Cadre but Ids sub- 
ordinates, such as Assistant Health Officers, Health In- 
spectors etc., are servants of the Board. Usuallv Public 
Health Staff in a district consists of: — 

1. District Health Officer witli his office staff. 

2. Assistant Health Officer for each sub-division. 

3. Health Inspector for a population of about a 

lac. 

4. Disinfectors with each Health Inspector. 

5. Licensed vaccinator with assistant for about 

25,000 people. 

Besides these Epidemic Doctors, Health Assistants 
and temporary Health Inspectors are deputed by the 
Director of Public Health, Bihar and also are appointed 
by the Board for assisting the permanent staff in combating 
epidemics whenever required. Medicines such as Quinine, 
Quinine substitutes, Kala Azar drags, Anti-cholera, 
Typhoid and Plague vaccines, vaccine lymph, etc., Sul|)ha- 
guanidine, Cholera powder, Thiazamide etc. are supplied 
in sufficient quantity by the D.P.H., Bihar, for free distri- 
bution in the rural areas. 

y Special anti-plague, anti-Kala Azar and malaria 
schemes have, been functioning in the areas where their 
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services are needed. In anti -plague scheme, cyno-gasing, 
disinfecting the evacuated houses, distribution of Bariuar 
carbonate pills, treatment of cases with Thiazamide etc., 
mass anti-plague inoculation, health education etc. are 
usually done free of cost. Each gang of workers is given 
about 6 villages. 

The anti-malaria and Kala Azar centres treat cases of 
Kala Azar, Hook-worm, Dysentry-scabbies, Cholera etc. 
Each centre is undei‘ a qualified medical officer with his 
assistants. The medical officer attends 2 sub-centres be- 
sides the main centre twice a week. The anti-mosquito 
work is also done in many of the centres. 

In the Kosi and the Post-Kom-affected areas tem- 
porary hospitals have been started under an Assistant 
Surgeon. Moi'e detailed schemes for efficient medicine and 
Public Health facilities within the areas are under the con- 
sideration of the Government of Bihar. 

Village Health committees have been organised in 
large number of villages. In the district of Darbhanga 
alone about 200 such committees are functioning. Each 
village Health Committee has got medicines for Malaria, 
Cholera etc., with written instructions for the distribution 
of medicines. 

The brighter village scheme has also been working in 
several villages. Construction of Bore-hole latrines, 
importance of sanitation and health education are being 
done as per this scheme. 

There is no doubt that Public Health has been improv- 
ed much after 1944, the year of the greatest epidemic of 
Cholera in North Bihar. The public have been stimulated 
and awakened on matters of Public Health and have 
realised its significance. But even then the present or- 
ganisation serves the purpose but does not meet the demand 
of .the public. 
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The combination of Medical and Public Health and 
the creation of a post for a whole-time teacher of Hygiene 
in the Medical College are desired. Teaching of hygiene 
should be graded, practical and compulsory, up to the 
matriculation standard. 

School if There should be a compulsory 
Medical inspection of school children. Some suitable provi- 
sion for the correction of defects should be made. Health 
education and its practice in the school is very essential. 

VIII 

Conclusion 

To solve the problem of the areas of Mithila the 
chain of the vicious circle — ^ill-health, unemployment, bad- 
nutrition and anxiety-must be broken. But this problem 
cannot be solved only by the Public Health measures alone. 
The physical, social, and educational sides are also to be 
very much improved. 

Secondly, the economic condition must be raised by 
improving the method of cultivation, development of in- 
digenous Cottage Industries etc. A close co-ordination of 
all these departments is desired for achieving the end. 

To gain the public opinion and have their co-opera- 
tion voluntary organisation could be started. It should 
be supervised technically. For gaining health self-help 
is much better, cheaper and long lasting than the pur- 
chase of health. People are to be led and not to be 
driven away. 

For a province like Mithila, a suitable legislation and 
its enforcement is ■ absolutely essential. For this a con- 
solidated Public Health Act like the Madras Act of 1939 
is desirable. The Bihar Public Health Bill of 1947 is 
under the consideration of the Government of Bihar 
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where all these problems regarding Mithila should have 
much better consideration. 

If efforts on the above lines are made, Mithila once a 
place of health and wealth can distinguish itself not 
only in Bihar but in the whole of India. 


OBITUARY 

The Rt. Hon’ble Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. 

In the passing away of Dr. TeJ Bahadur Sapru the 
country has lost its leading statesman, jurist, and lawyer. 
He was a great scholar of English, Persian, and Urdu. 
His contribution to India’s constitution will long be re- 
membered. He was held in the highest esteem even by 
those who differed from him, for his stainless character 
and his selfless devotion to the best interests of the country. 
In spite of an exceedingly busy professional life, he retain- 
ed a lively interest in literature, history, and politics. The 
Gangmiatha ’Jha Research Institute has special reason to 
lament his death. He was its founder-President and 
rendered if signal service. Whilst he was in good health, 
he regularly presided over its meetings and his advice was 
always available, even during the months spent on the 
sick-bed. Tributes to him have been paid by many per- 
sons; some have spoken of his greatness as an advocate; 
some have I’eferred to his vast learning; others have enu- 
merated the many occasions when his sage counsel has 
been sought by different groups of politicians: all have 
mourned the end of a man who had Hardly an enemy. 

He was the most eminent lawyer of this generation. 
He was honoured by the Universities of Oxford, Allahabad, 
Patna, Banaras, and Hyderabad. He was honoured by 
the King and by Mahatma Gandhi. He was a success- 
ful peacemaker. He was the President of the Hindustani 
'Amdemy\ Chief Scout Commissioner of India: President 
of the Allahahad Anjuman Roohe Adah. He was a 
scholar and a friend of scholars. He was a humanist and 
had a broad and generous outlook on life. 

We pay our tribute to his memory. We cannot say 
what his ^association with this Institute meant to it and 
how; sorely we shall miss him. 

m 
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Studies in the RlMAyANA, by, Dewan Bahadur K. S. 
Ramaswami Sastrigal. Rletired Dijstrict Session 
Judge. Published as The Kirti Mandir Lecture 
series No. IX. by the Department of Education. 
Part I. The Genius of Valmiki pp. 188. Part II. 
Riddles of the Rdmdyana, pp. iv and 276 and vi 
1949. Price Rs. 7-8-0. 

We should feel grateful to the Baroda Government 
for the publication of this volume. The author has devot- 
ed fifty years to the study of the Rdmdyana and has 
brought to bear his mature Judgment in the discussion of 
the various problems arising from his studies. 

The Rdmdyana of Valmiki is undoubtedly the most 
popular work of Sanskrit literature and no other work 
has exercised a greater influence from the days of its 
composition down to the present day. 

The work is known in four recensions : (1) the 
Southern (including the Bombay recensions)', (2) Bengali, 
(3) the North-western recension and (4) the Nepali. Of 
these, three recensions have been published. As the 
Rdmdyana is a book of daily parayana '(recitation) and 
as such held in supreme reverence, it is not likely that 
any critical edition attempting to ferret out the original 
nucleus would command the respect now given to the 
several recensions. 

The author of the studies has established that all the 
seven kandas (barring a few interpolated sargas and 
'i^lokas) are the composition of Valmiki 'and that the 
Rdmdyana depicted a historical account of the civilisation 
of Rama’s times and of the Vlinaras of the Deccan 

195 


as also of the Baksasas. Thus he begins the study with 
the message of the i2aj»aya%<z. 

The book consists of two parts: Part I- deals with 
the message of iyaimiki. Several chapters are devoted 
to his ideals of education, individual life, social life, 
family life, economic and political ideals and spiritual 
ideals. Thus Valmiki’s portraiture of the Indian civi- 
lisation and vision of life are dealt with in air their 
aspects. Long chapters are devoted to the descrip- 
tion of the several characters of the book and to the 
treatment of the Ramfiycma as a master piece of litera- 
ture and art. 

Part II deals with nearly 100 riddles of the 
Rdmayana. ‘The Riddle of the Rdmdyana was origi- 
nally propounded by C. V. Vaidya in his book under that 
name. The present book claims to have solved all the 
riddles to the satisfaction of the modern critical student, 
B'ama’s killing Bali, making Slta undergo Agniprave^a, 
and exiling Sita have all been defended with good reasons. 
Some of the modern scholars and politicians do not appre- 
ciate the real greatness of Bama in these respects and 
the book under review would give a quietus even to such 
doubts and critics. . 

— A. S. Nataraja Ayyar. 


Brahma Vidya — ^Journal of the Advaita Sabha, Kumba- 
konam Madras Presidency. Vol. I. No. 1. pp. 4, 16, 
10, 16. Quarterly, Annual subscription, Bs. 5. 
This quarterly journal has been started mainly for 
the publication of the unprinted treasures of Sanskril 
now lying in the archives of the libraries and awaiting 
a descriptive catalogue. The book has started with 
two minor works of Sankara : . (1) Manlsd Fancakam 
edited' with two commentaries; and (2) The commentary 
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of Sankara on a small work of 25 ^lokas entitled Jnanan- 
kusam found in tke Saraswati Bhamn of Banaras. 

(1) The Manlsa Bancakam has now been duly ad- 
mitted by all scholars as a genuine work of Sankara and 
the only difficulty is to make out the meaning of i& appeal 
to the householders and the Sannyasins. The commen- 
taries rightly attempt the difficult task. When I^ord 
Visvesvara argued in the guise of a Candala one might 
have expected that any ordinary person would answer 
him from the point of view of an ordinary man of aft'airs 
with the answer of the Dharma Sastras. But sahkara 
answered ..Visvesvara as a practical Sannyasi who preach- 
ed and lived the life of a Jivanmukta as the ideal life of a 
Sannyasi Advaitin. 

(2) The other work is a commentary by sahkara deal- 
ing in a small compass with the main tenet of Advaita. 
That Sahkara wrote many Prakaranas and Stotras is un- 
doubted and that many more are attributed to him is also 
true. But the only test for distinguishing the real works 
from the ascriptions is mainly subjective viz. the test of 
style which sometimes appeals to one and eludes another. 
The publication of the works is welcome. 

— A. S. Natabaja Ayyar. 


(A) PiEPORT ON THE INSCRIPTIONS OF THE DeVASTHANAM 
Collection with illustrations by Sadhu Subra- 
mania Sastry, Devasthanamj Archaelogisf with 61 
photos, maps and charts, pp. 1-366 with an intro- 
duction by Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri 1930. 

(B) Inscriptions of Tirupati Temple : 

iVol. I. Early Inscriptions— Translated and edited 
with introductions by Sadhu Subramania Sastri, 
pp. 1-273 with 14 full page facsimiles 1931. 
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Vol. II. Inscriptions op Sahewa Narasimha’s time. 
translated and edited by do. pp. xi. and S80 1983. 

Vol. III. Inscriptions of Krishna Eaya’s time (1509- 
1531 AD.) 1935, pp. xxxii and 419 ti’anslated and 
edited by Yijayaragiiavacbarya Devastbanam Ar- 
cbaeologist 1935. 

Vol. IV. Insce,iptions op Achyutaraya’s time (1530- 
1542 A.D.) pp. lx and 403 translated and edited by 
Vijayaraghavacharya 1936. 

Vol. V, Inscriptions op Sadasivaraya’s time (1541- 
1574 A.D.) pp. xlix and 510 translated and edited 
by Vijayaraghavacharya 1937. 

Vol. VI. Part 1. Inscriptions . op Venkatapatiraya’s 
TIME pp. XXX vi and 276 translated and edited by 
Vijayaraghavacharya 1937. 

Vol. VI. Part 2. Epigraphical glossary pp. 19, 316 
and 98 compiled and edited by Vijayaraghavacharya 
1938. 

These are the seven volumes published by the Tirwpati 
Devasthanam. The first narrates the main contents of the 
inscriptions contained in the six succeeding volumes. 

Tirupati perhaps is the richest temple in India and 
is one of the three famous Vaisnavite shrines in Southern 
India, the other two being §rirangam and Conjeevaram. 
The idol of Srinivasa situated on the “seven hills” baffles 
analysis and description and has- been claimed by the 
Vaisnavite, Saivite and Sakta as their own titeular diety. 
Tirupati has its Mahatmya narrated in 14 Puranas and 
the same with a Hindi translation has been edited by 
Mm. Anantakrishna Sastry in two volumes. A history 
of Tirupati from the earliest times has been written in 
twd' volumes by the late Dr. S. Krishnaswami Iyengar. 
Both these have been published by the Devasthanam. These 
two works together with the above set of volumes on ins- 
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criptions give the student of history nnd religion what 
all he wants to know about Tirupati. 

Great credit reflects on the two Devasthanani Epi- 
gi'aphists who have edited the inscriptions and furnished 
translation in English : Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastry 
writes a foreword in praise of them and states “that 
at least since the days of the Yijayanaga'ram rulers the 
temple has been enjoying a magnificent income. Of all 
the sacred spots ( 1 (forming in Tamil as Tirupati) 
of Southern India, the hill of Vengadam came very early 
to be recognised as Tirupati par excellence.” The early 
Alvars har^e sung about the hill and the God thereon. The 
later Acarvas from Eamanuja have made this shrine as 
one of the main centi’es for the propagation of their faith. 
The inscriptions in three languages Sanskrit, Telugu and 
Tamil making a total of over 1,000. furnish a continuous 
authentic record, of the temple and its neighbourhood 
for the last seven or eight centuries and an account of the 
buildings endowments and numerous visits to the temple 
by the Vi?ayanagarara rulers and especially of the illus- 
trious Krishna Deva Eaya. The Devasthanam has earned 
the gratitude of the public by the production of these 
sainptuoiis volumes comparing in all respects with the 
Government Archaeological Department. 

— A.,S. Nataraja Ayyar. 


An Advanced History n.F India :■ Bv E. f. Majnmdar, 
H. C. Eaychaudhuri and Kalikinkar Datta. Mac- 
millan and Co. Ltd , London, 1946, pages xii and 
1081. with 10 maps Price Bs. 16. 

The need of writing a comprehensive history of India 
has been a problem for the last several years. The pro- 
gress made by either the Bharatiya Ttihasa Samiti or the 
Indian History Congress or other similar bodies, which 
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had planned for preparing history of India in twelve to 
fifteen volumes, is very discouraging. ,We were glad to 
learn in December last at the Delhi Session of ihxQ Indian 
History Congress that the various schemes, advanced so 
far, would now be merged into one. Perhaps, that is 
the only way to get what we want. The cooperation of 
all scholars of all the three periods of Indian History 
would be of much more, value and significance, if diverted 
into a single channel. We hope the cause of Historio- 
graphy in India would be better served if the scholars 
could but remember the recent speech at the Annual 
Meeting of thxe- History Association of Great Britain by 
Sir G. M. Trevelyan on ‘Bias in History.’ Indian his- 
tory needs that treatment from unprejudiced pens of 
scholars, and we would like to recommend strongly to 
all scholars to sift and collate materials in that way, while 
writing history. The field of Indian History presents a 
varied interest of study, conflicting arguments and com- 
plicated trends of thought, and their study and inter- 
pretation, if done haphazardly and with an unclear con- 
science, are sure to lead conclusions which in the long run 
would need such a revision which one could never expect. 
This is more time in books whei'e a general survov is taken 
of the events from the earliest limes to the present age. 

Drs. Majumdar, 'Rayehaudhuri and Datta in their 
new book Advanced History of India, we are glad to note, 
have taken greater pains to see that the book does not in- 
volve such unforeseen influences. 

Advanced History of India contains three parts. 
Part one deals with Ancient India from the ore-historic 
period till the passing of the old Hindu Kingdoms in the 
11th century A.D. It also includes chapters on Gunta 
Civilization, India’s colonial and cultural link, and a 
surviving from those distant times. Parts 2 and are 
graphic account of monuments of Ancient India still 
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divided into two sections each. Part two is devoted to 
tlic Fo; pans ion and disintegi-ation of Turkish Sultans of 
P/'llii and the Great Moghuls, one after another. In a 
few more chapters, a study of social and economic life, 
education, literature and art under the two great dynas- 
ties is marvellously explained. The third part from the 
advent of European right up to 1937 gives special em- 
pliasis_ on political relations, developments in internal 
administration, constitutional changes and economic con- 
ditions, religious cultural and social problems, and the 
dawn of the New India. . 

There are illustration.?, maps,, plans of battle fields 
which a,re of great help. - Genealogical Tables, Biblio- 
e’vpTih-v-, Chi‘i'tn'']og’T o" Indian Historv are given at pro- 
per places. 

It is ereditahle that the authors have presented a 
novel way of writing history books, v/liich may prove to 
be interesting to a large section. The story of India is 
told, in this book in a- way which at once appeals to 
scholars, to teachers, to students and to the ge'''! era! reader 
alike. The trends of various forces and movements of 
our ancient, medieval as well a,s modern times have been 
marvellously discussed. One finds great pleasure to go 
through the book from cover to cover. 


Bengali Literature ; by J. C. 'Ghosh : Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, Calcutta: pp, 198; 15 sh. ; 

Of the two regular histories of Bengali literature 
that are available to us, the earlier one by Dr. Dinesh Sen 
is known for its early description of original material 
while the latter one (in Bengali) by Dr S. Sen is remark- 
able because of its searching analysis of that material. 
Not that he had not tried to assess the literary worth of 
his authors but then Mr. Ghosh’s present book, though 
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short, is a more concentrated attempt at a critical exami- 
nation of the numerous Bengali works that constitute our 
literary heritage. Of course, Mr. Ghosh’s approach is 
fi'om the Western standpoint with the consequence that - 
some of his assesments of some of our poets and drama- 
tists often appear a bit too rigid and hard. Nevertheless^ 
an inquiry into the literary worth of opr books was more 
than overdue and while doing this the learned author has 
done well not to have involved himself in the problems of 
the texts and their authorships focussing our entire atten- 
tion firstly, on the sociological background against which 
the Bengali Literature grew and then, almost simiiltane- 
ously,: on the development, of the various forms of litera- 
turewhichhavenowcometostaywithns. 

Of the first mentioned tendency, the division of the 
last thousand years of our litei'ary history into (i) the 
Gctur Period, (ii) the Nadia Period and (iii) the Oalcutta 
Period is in itself suggestive, since Mr. Ghosh has been ab^e 
to show in the introduction that with the change of our 
seat of culture from Gaur to Nadiya and thence to Calcutta 
Bengali literature had also undergone a process of trans- 
formation characterised by many a significant feature. 
That our literature had developed in the wake of the coun- 
try’s economic prosperity becomes abundantlj?^ clear — and, 
to continue Mr. Ghosh’s tenor of argument, if Bengali 
literature to day is not breaking new ground, one mav 
guess, it is because of our sense of economic insecurity. 

'Against such a background, our change of empha.sis 
from the religious literature of the 15th. century to 
the secular literature of to-day becomes significant indeed 
as we know tbe stress that had compelled ns to do it, Tf 
“Maladhara’s Sri-Krgna-Vijapa is inspired throughout 
by ardent religious feeling” ’(p. 37). Mukundarama bad 
qlreadv started to be more democratic (p. 73) and Bha- 
ratachandra, bad found that life was more worth living 
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by itself than for anything else. What Mr. Ghosh cons- 
tantly reminds us however, and it is well that he does it, is 
that it is not always fair to Judge the literature of a period 
by the standards of another : a misunderstanding that had 
induced many a critic to hold false views about the lite- 
7‘ai‘y worth of Bharatachandra or Iswara Gupta, for 
example. Centurywise the jungle of stories introduced 
in the Bengali version of- the Mahabkdrata or “the essen- 
tial unreality of a romantic-spiritual arcadia in the Pads” 
(p. 57) or even the grotesqueness of some of the Candi 
fables (p. 68) : all these are typical of the periods to which 
they belong and reveal, leaving aside the authors’ weak- 
nesses, the age. It is from this angle that (as Mr. Ghosh 
wants us to believe) the Vidyapati poems may not be 
“pseudoramantic, meretricious and pretty-pretty” and 
Mukundaram’s Candimangal not merely “mystical super- 
natural stuff.” 

Besides these Mr. Ghosh’s estimate of the literary 
competence of most of our pad-kartas and poets is very 
refreshing : more so when he comes nearer our times and 
can rely safely on Western aesthetics. But unfortunately 
to the interpretation of the 19th. century he has brought 
no new approach ever emphasing the rather too well 
known truth that the Bengali literature then was the 
product of the growing middle-class. But beyond this 
Mr. Ghosh seems to be inaccurate when he says that it 
was inspired, merely by the reading of the ‘railway book- 
stall literature’ particularly when there is evidence to 
show that the Bengali authors had read the best of Englisli 
poets, novelists and philosophers. It is a different matter 
altogether if the Bengalis had not been able to engraft 
western methods in their own literature; in fact one would 
like that the Bengalis Bengali-ised whatever they read. 
Such a point Mr. Ghosh can ill-afford to forget when for 
example, he writes so trenchantly about Bankim or about 
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Tagore. It is true that many a noyei of Bankim’s is 
loaded with the “dead mass of mystical, didactic ver- 
bia.ge” but then to condemn his art of the novel on the 
score that he was merely a mediocre thinker and to charge 
him with anti-Muslim prejudice are, I think, going too 
far. It is equally unfair to say that Madhusudan was 
not a great poet but merely the maker of a great tradi- 
tion which incidentally Mr. Ghosh has failed to note 
when he has come to scrutinise the voluminous works of 
Tagore. 

If he had done so he would not have been lured to 
tread so unwittingly in the footsteps of Dr. Thompson in 
his estimate of the Poet’s worth. The tradition of 
Bengal , is not merely the tradition of English literatui-e 
and the basis of judgement is not merely western. Tagore 
himself had emphasised this so frequently that a conscien- 
tious critic cannot afford to be ignorant of it — leading 
ultimately to such rash statements : “Tagore’s other 
verse-plays are very carelessly written, often to the point 
of lacking rudimentary dramatic sense or even common 
sense.” (p. 176) In fact, this betrays Mr. Ghosh’s total 
ignorance of the Sanskrit dramatic tradition and a good 
knowledge of the bibliographical material now available 
in the Rhchanavali which shows how painstaking an 
artist Tagore was. Furthermore, Mr. Ghosh is ill-inform- 
ed when he says that Tagore wrote only about a dozen plays 
while in fact, there are at least a dozen more of nature- 
plays and dance dramas which reveal that Tagore’s work 
was not always a hybrid of foreign and native elements. 
His last poems too — I mean the poems written after his 
Russian visit — display this, attitude where the imagina- 
tive effusion of a lyric poet has been more than restrained 
by the thought of the west. Tagore’s emphasis however, 
was on the Eastern hierarchy of values and it is a pity 
that Mr. Ghosh has not mentioned the last poems and the 
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buncili of short stories which display how typical an 
Indian Tagore finally was. 

Anothei" iniportant point now remains to be men- 
tioned. I have found line after line in Mr. Ghosh’s book 
wdiich seems to have been translated from Dr. S. Sen’s 
Bangla Saliityer Katlia without even the necessary ac- 
knowledgement. For instance, there are very clear ver- 
bal similarities between pages 35, 43. 63, 77 and 85 of 
Mr. Ghosh’s book and pages 90, 16, 4S, 81, 131 respec- 
tively of the second edition of Dr. Sen’s volume. Forther 
more, Mr. , Ghosh has quoted Yeats’s statement that 
Tagore wms the product of -a supreme culture (p. 174) 
without acknowledging his source. 

In spite of these shortcomings and a slightly mis- 
leading title, Benijali LitevnPure is a very wa^ll vndt'en 
book containing passages of penetrating critical insight. 
To the non-Bengali especially, the volume wnll surely be 
a very delightful reading, 

— A. MUKER.II. 




GANGANATHA JHA RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

Vol. VI ] MAY [ Part 3 


LIFE AND WORK OF 
SHRI BAL GANGADHAR SHASTRI * 


By Shri M. S. Aney 


I thank the members of the Research Institute for the 
honour they have .done in asking me to address the disi- 
tinguished audience assembled at its annual meeting. 
You had in the past a number of distinguished scholars 
as speakers on such occasions. But this year your choice 
has fallen on one who cannot claim a seat in the galaxy 
of learned men. The past speakers had used this plat- 
form to read learned theses on some important problem of 
oriental research or to give you some luminous instruc- 
tions to facilitate your progress in the field of research. 
I cannot do anything of the kind. It seems to me that 
you have been fed to satiety by the learned men with rich 
infellectual food. And you now feel the need of a change 
and desire some chutni, sour and pungent, to revive your 
appetite. I can surely describe your choice this time in 
the following felicitous words of Kalidasa : — 


^ 


* Speech delivered by H. E. Sbri M. S. Aney, Governor of 
Bibar, at the Annual Meetingf of tbe Ganganatba -Tba Researeb 
Institute, Allahabad on April 9, 1949.. 
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I am sure that you will be magnanimous in dealing 
with me. I very much stand in need of it. 

Ladies and gentlemen, from times immemorial the 
sacred city of Allahabad has been always known to us as 
the sacred Tirtha of the Triveni, the confluence of Gahga 
Yamuna and Saraswatl. Its sanctity has been attract- 
ing millions of pilgrims every year. Like the sacred 
stream, the stream of pilgrims also has been flowing in 
an unbroken and uninterrupted line from the oldest times 
known to history. 

Similarly, for the pilgrims who have been working for 
the emancipation of our country during the last fifty 
years it has also been a sacred place of worship, sancti- 
fied by the presence of three front-rank patriots of India, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. This trinity of Allahabad, 
or ancient Prayaga, has made a contribution to the poli- 
tical emancipation and cultural revival of the people o'f* 
Bharatavarsa which it is possible only for the future his- 
torians to assess at its proper value. All the three have 
laid their countrymen under an eternal debt of obliga- 
tions by their selfless services and sacrifices. 

This Institute has lost in Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
not merely its founder and first President, but its friend, 
philosopher and guide. I pay my humble tribute to the 
memory of that Great Patriot who lived in a grandeur of 
isolation of his own, apart like a star shining in its own 
glory, but always illuminating the path with its rays of 
wisdom and sagacity. Indian public men of all shades 
of opinion looked up to him in the same way as the navi- 
gators do to the loadstar. His death relieved him from 
prolonged physical agonies. But it has created a big 
void which there is little hope of being filled up in the 

You know much more than I do how the present Insti- 
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tute owes its birth and wonderful progress it has made 
during the pasjt few years to Sir Tej Bahadur’s profound 
love and regard for India’s ancient culture, her richest heri- 
tage. The report just read out and the published vol- 
umes of the Jha Institute Journal give a clear idea of 
the achievements of the Institute in research and other 
fields of allied activities. 

After the foundation of the Eoyal Asiatic Society 
in England the research work was done by European 
scholars only. India will remain ever grateful to those 
great European learned men who studied the Asiatic 
classical languages and literatures and laboured hard to 
glean therefrom the grains to build the history of the 
Asiatic cultures and present them to the world in a form 
inlelligible to them. They collected all sorts of mate- 
rials, manuscripts, coins, inscriptions, folk-lores, relics 
of cultures buried underground, astronomical data and 
geological strata. They literally travelled from earth to 
heaven, dived deep into the seas to their very bottom and 
entered into the bowels of the earth to examine her secret 
recesses and processes of formation. Specimens of bones, 
stones, coins, pottery, cutlery, jewellery, idols, clay, 
wood, metals, houses, drains, baths, graves — all have 
been collected, catalogued, studied and requisitioned in- 
to service as far as possible. 

Ancient Aryans and Dravids were praised by the 
scholars for their literary, cultural and artistic achieve- 
ments in the past from the times of the Holy Vedas to 
the period of the growth of vernacular classics. But 
they have been all along complaining of a strangely un- 
accountable paucity of works on history. In spite of 
this handicap these scholars have pieced together the 
facts gleaned from scattered materials and have now 
succeeded in giving us a correct and continuous account 
of the rise and fall of Indian culture from the period of 
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thtj Mauryas of Pataliputra to the times of Babar. Even 
in this period there are many gaps that require to be 
filled up. 

Without minimising the importance of the work 
done by European scholars, I venture to say that a real 
and inspiring history of Bharatavarsa and its culture 
cannot be written by scholars other than Indian. It was 
therefore necessary that Indian scholars ‘should take 
interest in this important branch of learning and the 
school of Indian research scholarship should grow. 

I think that no Indian scholar had any chance of 
doing any research work in Indian history prior to the 
establishment of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in the 
year 1784. The credit for it also goes to Sir William 
Jones, a judge of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, who 
is rightly described as the founder of the modern Indian 
scholarship A considerable number of scholars in Bengal 
has distinguished themselves in the research work. Iswar 
Chandra Vidyasagar, Dr. 'Bajendra Lai Mitra, R. C. 
Dutt and Haraprasad Sastri are the names of orienta- 
lists with whose works the oriental scholars all over Ihei 
world are familiar. The Bombay Royal Asiatic Society 
came into existence some time in the year 1805. Its mem- 
bership was at first confined only to Europeans. 
Oriental scholars are well aware of the names oft 
scholars like Dr. Bhau Daji, Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar, 
R. S. M'andalik and J. Teiang for the liteary work 
done by them, mainly in the field of elucidatii^ inscrip- 
tions. They are generally regarded as the first Indians 
to enter the field of research study in Western India. 
But the volumes of the Royal Asiatic Society of India’s 
Bombay Branch show that the first Indian to make 
contributions to that Journal, particularly on inscrip- 
tions, was one Bal G'angadhar Sastri Jambhekar, a man 
of great learning, who rose very rapidly to an eminent 
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position in the Educational Service of the Government 
of Bombay and the public life of the city of Bombay. He 
unluckily died in the prime of his youth at the age of 35. 
In the literary (bircles of Bombay and Maharashtra tlie 
name of Bal Gahgadhar Sai^tri Jambhekar has been 
know as one of the earliest writers of books in Marathi 
and so to say, one of the foimders of the modern Marathi 
prose literature. But very little about the life and work 
of this first and great oriental scholar of Bombay was 
known. 

The following quotation from the speeches made by 
late J. Chandavarkar can show you in what high esteem 
the late Bal Gahgadhar Sastri was held. While speaking 
on a resolution expressing sorrow on the death of the late 
J. Banade at a meeting of the students of the Elphins- 
tone College in 1901 J. Chandavarkar said ; 

“ . . . . Mr. Ranade was undoub.tedly the premier of graduates 
— the best Elphinstonian — and there is no one among our educated 
men, either of the past or of the present, with whom we can com- 
pare him unless we go back to the forties of the past century and 
think of Professor Bal Shastri Jambhekar, the first native profes- 
sor appointed to a chair in this institution. Those who knew Pro- 
fessor Jambhekar — ^men like Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji and the late 
Mr. Sorabjee Shapoorjee Bengalee who were his pupils spoke of him 
as a man of brilliant parts, and many-sided activities, simple and 
kind; but he died too early — at the age of 36 — to enable any one to 
form a correct measure of what he might have been had he lived 
longer.” 

Again, speaking at a cenfenary celebration of tb© 
Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society on tbe 18tb 
of January, 1905, he made the following complimentary 
reference to the memory of Bal Gangadhar Shastri Jam- 
bhekar : — 

“ I propose to speak of those Hindoo scholars only who are no 
more, because as for the living, they are there yet working, and we 
all know their work and worth. The first antiquarian scholar 
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among Hindoos wlm enriched the literature of this Society was.Pro- 
i'es.sor Jial Sluisiree Jaiubhekar. He was something of a genkis^ — 
as vskillcMl a luatheinaticiau and literary scholar as he was 
an erudite Shastri. His papers on several inscriptions are among 
Uu; earliest records of our Society, and are even now worth 
perusal. He died at the early age of 35, but even then he had 
acquired a great reputation as a scholar and antiquarian.” 

Throughout the period of one hundred years that 
has elapsed since the death of Bal Shastri we find emi- 
nent writers referring to his work. But all these refer- 
ences are extremely meagre, perfunctory and vague. One 
Mr. B. N. Deo, a writer of some distinction in Marathi, 
had published a small biography of this distinguished 
scholar about 1893. But it failed to attract proper 
attention even of those literary men of Maharastra who 
were interested in the historical growth and development 
of Marathi language and literature. 

A few persons of Bombay held public meetings to 
celebrate the centenary of death of this great scholar on 
l7th and 23rd of May, 1946. Even these meetings were 
meagrely attended. It is really very distressing to note 
that the enlightened public of Bombay should have at the 
end of a centu:^ no sense of gratefulness left in them for 
the man who had worked hard to serve the people in vari- 
ous ways and was in a way a Guru of many notable per- 
sons, some of whom later on distinguished themselves as 
men of lead and light in the ‘ public life, not only of 
Bombay, but of the whole nation. 

It is, however, gratifying to see that nearly a cen- 
tury after his death this great man of Bombay was for- 
tunate to get a scholar to write his biography. Mr. G. G. 
Jambhekar, a sdiolar and a renowned Marathi writer 
and journalist, look upon himself to collect the materials 
and write his life. This unique biography is now printed 
and awaiting •> its publication. I am grateful to Mr. 
Jambhekar for permitting me to use his as yet unpublish- 
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ed work for the purpose of this lecture. He has by his 
indefatigable labour collected very valuable and authen- 
tic materials and made them available to the readers of 
the book. Thus he has admirably succeeded in present- 
ing to the Marathi readers a good many details about the 
life of Bal Shastri, throwing light on his manifold pub- 
lic activities with which his short life was crowded. 

G'angadhar Shastri Jambhekar, the father of Bal- 
shastri, was a Sanskrit Pandit residing at the village 
Pambhurla in Deogarh tahsil in Konkan, that small, 
narrow strip of land, bounded by the Sahyadri on the east 
and the Arabian Sea on the west, which has given to 
Maharashtra many of her bold statesmen, brave generals 
and brilliant scholars during the period of Maratha 
supremacy and in the British regime also. Peshwas and 
many of their generals and statesmen came from this 
land known as Parashuram Kshetra. Most of the big 
men who have attained eminence as leaders of public 
opinion in the Bombay Presidency also belonged to the 
class of Chitpavana Brahmans who migrated to Poona 
and Bombay from this part. To name only a few. J. 
Elanade, Dr. Bhandarkar, Lokamanya Tilak, Professor 
Gopalrao Gokhale. They were either residents of Kon- 
kon or born of parents who were in Konkoh. Gangadhar 
Shastri had two sons, of whom Balshastri was the younger. 
He was born about the year 1812. He died on the 17th 
of May, 184:6. His existence in this mortal world was 
only for a brief period of 35 years. 

Balshastri ’s "father taught him Marathi and Sans- 
krit till he was 12 or 13 years old. In 1826 he joined the 
English school run by the Native Education Society at 
Bombay. The young boy was extraordinarily bright. 
In four years he mastered Sanskrit grammar, rhetoric 
and literature, English grammar and composition and 
Marathi grammar and composition* He acquired know- 
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ledge of Gujrati and Bengali and made a beginning of 
the study of Persian. Besides languages lie studied 
geography and mathematics, including logarithms and 
mensuration of planes and solids. His intelligence and 
quick grasp seemed to have impressed the teachers and 
the school authorities within two years of his joining the 
school. He was raised to the situation of a tutor of 
mathematics some time in 1827. 

He was appointed Deputy Native Secretary of the 
Society in 1830 when he was only 17 years old. In 1832 
he was promoted to the position of the Native Secretary 
on a salary of Es. 100 per month. In the same year he 
was appointed a special tutor to the young Prince of 
Akalkot State. In 1834 the Elphinstone College was 
started and Balshastri was selected by the Government 
of Bombay for the post of Assistant Professor in that 
college. He mainly taught mathematics to the students. 
Professor Orlebar and Professor Harkness were sent from 
England to serve as professors of mathematics and physics 
respectively in the college. B3,lshastri seems to have 
prosecuted his studies of these subjects under these two 
renowned professors and completely mastered them. He 
acquired proficiency to such an extent that in the absence 
of Professor Orlebar on leave for 2 years from 1842 to 1844 
he had the unique honour of being appointed acting 
Professor of Mathematics and Natural Science. He wns 
perhaps the first Indian to be appointed a Professor in a 
college in India. In 1840 Balshastri was appointed 
Superintendent of the Board of Educatibn. He had to 
do this work in addition to his duties as Professor in the 
Elphinstone Institution. As a Superintendent} of Educa- 
tion in charge of one of the Divisions of the Bombay 
Presidency he worked enthusiastically and helped the 
Department of Education a good deal in laying the 
foundations of the sysfem of primary education in those 
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early days. His reports are very lucid, informative and | 

suggestive. 

It will.be interesting to know the names of some of 
his students. Dadabhai Naoroji, ‘grand old man of India,’ 
was one of them. Dr. Bhau Daji the distinguished orien- 
talist, Nana Moroji the well-known Presidency Magis- 
trate of Bombay and later the Prime Minister of Indore, 

Professor Kero Nama Chattra the first Indian Professor 
of Mathematics in the Deccan College of Poona, are also 
among his students. All of them felt to the end of their 
lives proud of having learnt at the feet of Balshastri, for 
whom they had tremendous respect. Dadabhai, in a 
letter written in 1909, has paid a remarkable tribute to 
his teacher and professor, Balshastri : “I knoAV him only 
as a teacher and indeed as a very able, tactful, amiable 
and wise teacher. He was kind and interested in his 
pupils. We looked up to him with great respect and 
admiration as much for his learning as for his whole 
character.” 

Balshastri was not merely a teacher and an educa- 
tionist in the ordinaiw sense. He wrote books in Marathi 
for the use of the students in sohoOls on various subjects, 
and they were in use as text books, in the schools of the 
Bombay Presidency for more than twenty-five years after 
his death. I give below the list of the Marathi books of 
which he is the author:— (1) (2) Sara- 

Sangraha, {S) Balavyakarna, BTiugola Vidya (Geo- 
graphy), (5) Bhugola Sastra, (6) England Desliacl 
BakJir (Chronicles of England), Vol. 1 and 2, (7) Hindxo- 
stan-cha Itihas, and (8) History of British Rule in India. 

Pie wrote a work in Marathi on Integral and Differen- 
tial calculus, and for some time before his death was' en- 
gaged in writing a work on Psychology in Marathi. 

It is really extraordinary that he could spare time, 
notwithstanding his duties as Professor and Superin- 
P. 2 
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tendent, for writing so many books. In the discharge of 
his duties as superintendent he had to travel considerably 
in bullockcarts, Balshastri was a man of versatile 
genius, and he had no difficulty in mastering any subject 
or language. 

He was the first Hindu in western India to take up 
copper-plate reading. It appears that he deciphered 
and interpreted 7 or 8 copper-plates. His article on 
Kharapatan copper-plate was published in the R.A.S.I. 
Journal of the Bombay Branch in April 1843. His 
notes thereon are critical. His suggestions to reconcile 
certain discrepancies between the geneologies of Yadava 
kings in this plate and in other plates published by some 
European scholars are very ingenious. On reading these 
notes one cannot but feel that oriental scholarship in 
western India received a terrific blow by his sudden and 
premature death at the age of 35. The editor of the 
B:F:R. A:S. Journal, in Vol. II (July 1841 to July 1847') 
referring to the death of Bal Gangadhar Shastri, says 
“In the death of the late Bal Gangadhar Shastri. rema^'k- 
able among the native community for his great talent 
and acquirements, the Society has lost a valuable and most 
useful contributor to Indian inscriptions — the branch to 
which Professor Lasser has particularly called the atten- 
tion of our members as being the only means of obtaining 
a clear and authentic knowledge of the early history of 
this country.” 

Similarly, in a review of the lights and shades of 
the East and a study of the late Baboo Haris Chandar in 
the year 1863, the editor of Hast Goftar, one of the oldest 
Journals of Bombay, pays a tribute to Balshastri as 

“ Tlie late lamented Mr. Bal Ganjjadliar Sba«tree, Professor 
of the Elphinstone College, was the axitlior of many 
valrahle contributions to the Journal of tln^ Bombay 
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Branch, of the Royal Asiatic Socie.ty on ancient inscrip- 
tions and antiquities of India. He has coininled sever- 
al excellent tracts and books, which are still used in the 
Government Educational Department. He was also the 
English editor of the Bombay D'urpun, the first Anglo- 
Vernacular newspaper published in Western India, and 
of the Dig Durshun, the first Murathee Magazine of 
science and literature. As a scholar and mathemati- 
cian he has not been surpassed by any other Hativel 
His death was regarded as a national calamity in this 
part of the country. Sir Erskine Perry, a friend and 
a well-wisher of our countrymen, mourned his loss, and 
paid a just trib^lte to his memory from the bench of 
late Supreme Court. He was not inferior, but in many 
respects superior, to .the late Baboo Harischandar. ” 

I shall now make a brief reference to other impor- 
tant activities of Balshastri. He started a newspaper 
CdillQdi Bombay Dar'pan. It was bilingual. The Marathi 
portion was only a translation of the articles and notes 
in English. He conducted it with great ability from 
1832 to 1840. He seemed to have earned the good opi- 
nion of Europeans and educated Indians alike by this 
publication. Sir J. Carnack, who was then tte Gover- 
nor of Bombay, in 1840 appointed him as justice of the 
peace, an honour which was till then mostly conferred 
on millionaires of Bombay only. This ‘Darpan’ is the 
first journal in Marathi started by a Hindu. He also 
edited a monthly magazine in Marathi called DigDar- 
shana, which was also the first of its kind. But both 
these journals were discontinued in his life-time. 

I thiirk that I should not conclude this brief sketch 
of Balshastri without making a reference to his efforts 
as a social reformer. In starting periodicals one of his 
objects was to counteract the effects of the anti -Hinduism 
propaganda that was carried on by the Christian missio- 
naries from the platform and through the press. A 
young boy called Shripad, who was converted to Chris- 
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tiani.ty, was readmitted by him into Hinduism. He 
worked hard and suffered much to win over the orthodox 
Shatris of Bombay and Poona to his view. But he cour- 
ageously suffered the harassment and ultimately succeed- 
ed is his object. 

For the sake of getting this young boy back to the 
custody of his Hindu father he had to file an application 
to the Supreme Court for habeas corpus against one 
Rev. Msbet, who was probably the head of the missio- 
nary organisation. The Supreme Court passed an order 
in favour of the father. 

■ He also upheld the cause of the remarriage of child 
widows and wrote a good deal on the subject. He had 
to incur the displeasure of his brother Shastris who 
were against this reform. 

He was the founder of the Self-Improvement Society, 
at which men like Dadabhai Naoroji and other took their 
first lessons in patriotism. This Society was the nucleus 
of the Bombay Literary and Scientific Society, whose 
activities were well known to the literary public. 

His death was deeply deplored all over the Bombay 
presidency. A reference to his death in appreciative 
terms was made by the Hon’ble Sir T. E. Perry, Puisne 
judge of the Supreme Court : 

“And in reference to tkis point I cannot but advert with 
the deepest regret to the great loss which your body and 
the whole community has sustained since our last ses- 
sion in the death of the late Bal Gangadhar Shastree'. 
To the wide range of information and the enlightened 
morality resulting from an excellent European educa- 
tion, to the most solid and rare attainment in science 
and literature, both Euroj)ean and Asiatic; — and to 
the influence which was the just and natural result of 
a character and mind thus distinguished and adorned, 
he added an anxiety and zeal for Native improvement 
which I have never seen equalled; and which have 
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forcibly impressed upon my mind tlie conviction that 
tlie loss of no individual in Bombay, European or 
Xative, of wba.tever rani, could prove so great a cala- 
mity to Western India as that of our lamented friend, 
tie late Bal Sbastree/^ 

The Board of Education also referred to the loss sus- 
tained by the death of Balshastri in its report for the 

year 1846.: — ' 

Bal Sliastree united in an eminent degree the highest 
quantities which a paternal Government would look for 
on the part of one who devotes himself to the business 
of the instruction of youth. His attainments in 
science, his conversance with European literature, 
in English composition enabled him to take a high place 
among the best scholars of the day, but in addition to 
this acquired knowedge, his simple unostentatious de- 
partment, and unwearied efforts on behalf of his 
countrymen ensured him the respect and regard of all 
the Europeans to whom he was intimately known : while 
on the other hand, the zeal and industry with which he 
devoted the far greater part of each 24 hours to the best 
interests of his countrymen, with no other regard to 
self than is involved in the love of praise from those 
whose praise is W'ortli acquiring, secured for him an in- 
fluence as extensive in range as it was beneficial in 
character.’’ 

Such was the man who worked for his countrymen 
more than 100 years ago. 

It is our duty im Free India to recall to our mind the 
good work done by the Pioneers in the early days to awaken 
our countrymen, and express our gratitude to them for 
showing them some light in the darkness that was en- 
gulfing the nation. Bal Gangadhar Shastri is undoubt- 
edly one of those Pioneers. He had done much to earn 
the gratitude of his countrymen and he certainly deserves 
a place of honour in the gallery of the national heroes 
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that brightened the western horizon of India in the early 
days of the British rule by intellectual work and patrio- 
tic services.. 

I conclude this sketch after bowing my head in re- 
verence to his hallowed memory. 



NOTES ON THE USE OF FIEE APPLIANCES IN 
ANCIENT INDIA, GREECE AND R0:ME 

By F.K. Code 

IN' Ills Technical Sciences and Arts of the Ancients^ 
Dr, Alburt Neuburger records some valuable information 
about ancient Fire-A'pfliances- , the following points from 
which are note-worthy: 

(1) The real development in the technique of light- 

ing and heating began when man acquired 
certain skill in making ud fires bv the use of 

O X 

fire-appliances. 

(2) The place and date of the origin of fire-appli- 

ances is lost in the obscurity of pre-lnstoric 
ages. 

(3) A])pliances which produced ignition by the 

friction of wood against wood arc found 
among all the people of antiquity and even in 
pre-historic periods. 

(4) In the Homeric Hymn to Herms (108-114; See 

Sikes and Allen’s Notes) we have a descri])- 
tiou^ of the fire-drill in a simple form. 

(5) Wood of the laurel was employed by the Greeks 

and Romans for a veiy long time for the 
purpose of ignition. 

1 Trans, by H. L. Brose, London (Methuen & Co.), I9d0. 

Ibid, UP. 233—234. 

” This description reads as follows : — 

•‘And lie brought together much wood and sought after 
the art of fire. A fair bough of laurel he took and siooolbcd 
it to a point (?) with iron and therewith Al rilled, for well 
it fitted his hand, till a hot breath arose. L'ea, Hermes 
fii'vst of all produced fire sticks and fire. And much drii 
wood he took; in a trench in the earth, in bundles (?) did 
he lay it in great abundance; and the flame gleamed, 
. shooting forth after a .iet of fire that is mickle of might.” 
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(6) Pliny (XVI, 208) describes the method of 

making fire as follows: — 

“Wood is rubbed on wood and this friction 
causes fire which is attracted to the dry 
tinder. There is nothing more suitable 
for this purpose than ivy send laurel the 
former to be rubbed and the latter to 
produce the rubbing. But clematis and 
other creepers have also answered the 
same purpose well.” 

(7) Other fire-appliances were also known to the 

ancients as follows: — 

(i) In Greece and Rome steel and tinder were 

used in combination with not only ordinary 
flint but also 'pyrites and other kinds of 
suitable stone. {Pliny, XXXVI, 138). 

(ii) Fire was made with the help of concave 
mirrors (composed of bronze and covered 
with silver foil) already known in 640 
B. C. . 

(iii) Lenses were made of rock crystal or glass 
as has been proved by Layard’s discovery 
in the palace of A sstir-nazir-pal at 
Nineveh. 

(iv) Aristophanes (450 — 385 B. C.) says in his 
comedy THE CLOUDS (767) that a lurn- 
ing lens, such as strepsiades uses in order 
to rid himself of a debt of fine talents by 
melting a wax-tablet, is also used for 
lighting fire. 

(v) If the sacred flame went out in Rome it 
was ignited again, according to Plutarch, 
by means of bronze or silver concave 
mirrors Qt bumirig lenses. 
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(¥i) Tlie burning ' lenses were sometimes ' made' 
of ' rock-crystal {Fliny ' XXXVII, 28 and 
; " Isidore, XYI, 13. 

; ; ^ ^ ^ story about Archimedes setting the 

Roman fleet on fire by means of concaTe 
mirrors at the seige of Syracuse is a myth 
as such an act was technically impossible. 

In the above remarks on the fire-appliances of the 
ancients there is no reference to the ancient Indian fire- 
appliances, about which we get many references in Vedic 
and post- vedic literature/ 


^ See Grriffi til’s Trans, of Rgvedu (Benares) 1896, Vol. I — - 
I*rodnction of file by altrition, pp. 14, 195, 342, 380— Fol. //, 
1897 — ^pp. 1, 201, 386, 389, 495, 559. In foot-note on p. 186 
Griffith records Sdyana^s reference to 'Aitareya Brdhmana I, IG 
wliieli describes liow the fire produced Jiy friction from the two 
aranis (fire-sticks) is thrown into the Ahavaniya fire, in the Ati- 
tliyesti ceremony — See also the note on p. 426 where reference is 
made to the amnis of Sa77u and trees, which when rub- 

bed together produce fire. 

In the Index to the Sacred Boohs of the East (Oxford, 1910) 
there are many references to Fire (pp. 205 ff) . I note a few of 
them as follows : — 

(1) Fire produced, hy the two aranis — Vol. XV. 236 sq. 
(ITpanisads). 

(2) Churning the Fire — Vo?. XIX (Fo-sho-hing-tsan-King) 
pp. 161, 174, 302; Vol. XXVI (Sataputha-Brmiimia^ 
pp. 90-92; Vol. ^JjII (AtJiarvaveda) pp. 460 sq. ; Vol. 
XLIV (Mapatha Br.) p, 188; XhVI {Vedic 
Hymns) pp. 302 — 306; 

(3) Means of producing Fire— Vol. XX {Vrnaya Texts) pp. 

292, and 292n. ; Vol. XXVII {Texts of Confudajiism), 
p. 449 sq.; Vol. TXXY (Milinda) pp. 85, Son. 

(4) Producing the Sacred. Fire — Vol. XII (Satapatha Bi\) 
pp. 275, 292— 95; 293 n., 294 sq. n., 311 sq., 389, 389 n, 

(5) 7' -wo kindling sticis handed over to the sacrijicer Vol. 
XXIX (Grhya Sutras) pp. 265 — 8, 

(6) Purvravas becomes a GandJiaxva hy sacrificing with 
fire produced by tw’o aranis of the Asvattha tree — ^Vol. 
XLIV, 73 sq. {Satapatha Br.), 

(7) Rubbing of fire by two fire-sticks represented as an act^ 
of generation — ^Vol. XLVI (Vedic Jtymns), 302, 30'4 sq. 

F. 3 
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Agni F aistifmara is the fire of digestion in the bodies 
of living beings {BhagamdgHa XV , 14) . Accordingly in 
the Caraka Samkita (Sutrasthdna Chap. 27, 3i^'TRf%T=r 
verse 342), we are told that this agni or fire is the very basis 
of life, health and strength provided it is kept constantly 
burning by food and drink, otherwise it dies out: — 

, ^f^a:crr: | 

Eight kind of fuel in the form of food and drink 
should be supplied to this internal fire in proper propor- 
tions and at proper times and a person doing so for his 
own internal fire may be aptly called dhitagni 

?rrf|cirf»^: ifl^ i”) 

What is true of human digestion and its basis the 
antaragni or internal fire is equally true of animal diges- 
tion. Accordingly in the celebrated treatise on the care 
and treatment of elephants called the Hasty dyurveda of 
Pdlakapya (Pub. by the Anandashram, Poona, 1894) we 
are informed that the internal fire or gastric fire in the 
case of elephants is situated at the navel of the elephant 
and from this basis it functions 


Page 379 


11=;! ll 



qr^rnTf^^: iic;qii” 


(8) Sainidhs (Kindling Sticks) — XII (Bntapatluj Bi\) 400 n. 

(9) Dhiswas or hearths— XXVI a Br.) 147—156, 

.(10) Fire-pan (ukha)- ,0Mapatha Br.) 229 — 46 and 
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The close analogy between the internal fire or gastric 
fire {ant.aragni or Jatharagni) dind the external {agni) 
is brought home to our mind by the author of the Hastya- 
in the following extract 
Page 316 — 

^ I 1 

^^raSPT: cRrRi^ll 

f^: ^ sclCla': | 

13^ JMRT 
■grP 

An elephat should be given drink and food as his 
appetite or gastric fire increases'. We see in actual life 
how /eVig, churned out of the fire-sticks or arcinis small as 
it is, increases, being fed first by cow-dung powder then 
by grass, then gradually by small and great sticks. In 
this increased form this fire blazes forth and being fed by 
hundreds of wooden sticks consumes completely every kind 
of fuel put into it. In a like manner functions the 
appetite or the gastric fire of the elephant, provided it is 
stimulated or kindled gradually. 

The above passage is important for the history of 
Indian fire-appliances as it describes in a graphic manner 
the materials used for kindling the fire-spark produced 

® The passage“^sJTff is also found recorded 

in an earlier context on p. 314 of the Hasty ayunedn (A. K. S., 
1894, Poona). 

® The Sahdahalpadruma (Khcmda I, Calcutta, 1880, p. 93) 
records the following quatations about — 

(i) 

ffci II 

(ii) ^ I 

'Rf — ffe qscpf 
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from the rubbing of the aranis or fire-sticks, which are 
mentioned in early vedic texts. These materials are (1) dry 
cow-dung powder (2) grass (3) smaller wood sticks and 
(4) greater wood-sticks. 

The vedic simile of the rubbing of fire-sticks as re- 
presenting an act of generation is also repeated in the 
garbhdvakranti section of the Hastydyurveda 412) as 
follows : — 

“q'm llc:^ll 

13:4 ft 1” 

In the Astdhgasangraka of Vagbhata I {Sutra- 
sthdna ed., by V. E.. Kinjawadikar, Poona, 1940, p. 22) we 
find the analogy between agni and jathardgni in the 
following instructions about in the — 

513^ 1 1? ?l! 

In the Cikitsdsthd,na (Ch. 12) oi the A stdhgasangr aha 
the importance of atfSwfiiR’ as the basis of life and strength 
is emphasized in the following line: — 
q# 5m ft sflftciq;’’ 1 

Human strength is based on appetite or agni and 
human life depends on strength. 

In the A stdhgahrdaya of V&gbhata II (ed. by Hari- 
shastri Paradkar, Bombay, 1939) the importance of 
appetite or srrs'rTf^q' is mentioned in the following verses 
of the (p. 401): 

qwr qfiqrnrft# ttw: 1 

ft*?# ||\s^ii 

Of all fires, the fire that consumes food is superior (the 
commentator explains; — 
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'Tfcir 5rra:u1^?F: u?f: 

The Vedic literature is full of references to the pro- 
duction of fire by the use of amreis (fire-sticks). It appears, 
however, from the following extract in the Pancaratra 
text called the Jayahhya Samhita (c. A.D. 455 A.D.)" 
that the ancient Indians knew three methods of producing 
fire viz. (1) Fire from aranis, (2) Fire from a Surya-Kanta 
and (3) Fire from the friction of iron and stone : — 

Page 137 (5i5rF?5T?if|^!r, ed., Embar Krishnamacharya 
G. O. Series. Baroda, 1931)— Chapter or Patala 15 called 
— (^; ^TRyWiT:) 

g r H’ig.n 

I have already recorded in this paper numerous re- 
ferences to the fire but the references to 

the fire and the fire need to be 

collected and recorded. I am of opinion that 
the fire is that pi’oduced by the friction of #f 

(iron) and TRug (stone). This method of fire produc- 
tion ( ^ff-^^KR) is still current in India in villages. In 
the Maharastra the apparatus for this method is called 
which consists of (1) a piece of flint, (2) a piece 
oi steel and (3) some dry tinder. This reference to the 
oTlfgr'^riii^rgfl' of c. A. D. 450 is very important 
as it proves the antiquity of this method of fire-production 
in India corresponding to the use of steel, tinder and flint 

Vide p. -34 of Dr. Bhattacliar 3 rya.’s foreword to tlie Jayd- 
Idii/a-Samhitd. Dr. Bliattacharyya obserres ; — 

“ We shall not be far from the truth if we place the 
date of composition of the above work only on palajogra- 
phieal grounds in about 450 A.D.” 
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for fire-production mentioned by Pliny (A.D. 79) in his 
Natural History (XXXVI, 138). 

Some old references to the fire in Sanskrit 

sources are as follows: — 

(1) In the remarks on the Vaisixinara fire in Yaska’s 
Nirukta^ (VII, 23) the production of the terrestrial fire 
from the sun is described as follows: — ■ 

“Now (the following is the process of its production) 
from the sun. The sun having first revolved 
towards the northern hemisphere, a person 
holds a polished (piece of) white copper, or 
crystal focussing the sun’s rays in place 
where there is some dry cow-dung, with- 
out touching it: it blazes forth, and this very 
(terrestrial) fire is produced.”*’ 

(2) In Kalidasa’s Shkuntala (Act II, stanza 41) 
there is a reference to the production of fire 
from the Suryakanta (Sun-crystal) as 
follows :— 

ft gjfTWwftw I 

This passage refers to the consuming energy (fire) 
lying concealed in the Sun-crystals but coming out when 


^ Tide p. .125 of Engiisli Trans. 
Oxford University Tress, 192L 


of Nirukfa by D'r. Ij. Sariip 


Din Sani]) remarks 


’This shows that Yasha was familiar 


with the sidentific law of the refraetioii of heat ami light. The 
text of NUrahfa pertuiniug to the production of fire from the Svn 
reads as follows : — 

(p. 144 of Text ed. by Sartip). 
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acted upon by the influence of other forces viz., the rays of 
the sun . 

Monier Williams makes the following remarks on the 
above passage ; — 

“ It may be gathered from this passage that .... a 
glass lens .... may possibly have been known 
to the Hindus at the time when this play 
was written.”’” 

For further evidence on this topic see my paper on 
the History of Spectacles in India}'^ 

In the foregoing notes I have recorded only one re- 
ference to the production of fire by the friction of flint and 
iron ( srff ) I shall feel thankful if the readers 

of this paper publish some more references to this method 
of producing fire especially in sources prior to A.D. 500. 


(Pag’e 75 of Sdkuntala ed., by Monier Williams, Oxford, 

1S76). 

“ pp 52-54 of Aitihasika Santirn A ihandha. Ivlianda I, 
Mandal, Poona, 1947), 



POSITIVE DATA FOR THE DATE OE 
§ABAEASVaMIN=*^ 

By Q. V. Devasthali. 

SINCE I wrote a papeP on the Prohable Date of 
^abaras'odmin ’(§.) for the All-India Oriental Conference 
at Hydrahad (Dn.) held in December, 1941 I have been 
continuing my studies of the Bhd^as of both § as well 
as Patafijali (Pat.) 5 though in the course of my studies 
I have come across various passages containing not mere- 
ly similar ideas but even similar — ^nay, in some cases even 
identical — ^phraseology, yet I have not seen any reason 
why I should change the view about the date of §. as I 
have put it forth in the paper referred to above. 

MM. Kane, however, has taken one statement made 
by me in the body of the above-mentioned paper and 
strongly objected to it implying thereby perhaps that the 
general conclusion arrived at there regarding the date of 
§. is also untenable.^ The statement in question is ;i 
‘There appears to be no ground to suppose that was 
acquainted with Pat. and his work.’ To show the futi- 
lity of this statement MM. Kane quotes four passages 
from the Bhdsya of § and points out that they are based 
on the Mahdbhdsya of Pat. and that in one of them at 
least §. has actually referred to Pat. in the term Acarya. 
The four passages according to him are the most strik- 
ing ones, though, he avows, there are a few more which 

"“Ilead at tlie Fourteentli Session of tKe All-India Oriental 
Conference held at D'arblianga (MitMla). . 

^ This paper is published in the Silver 'Jubilee Volume 'of iKe 
Annals of the BhandarTcar Oriental Research InsUtiite, Poona, 
pp . 84—97 . 

2 See Bharatiya Vid/ya^ Volume VI. Nos. 3 & 4 (New Series), 
pp. 43f. J 


231 


^2 


G. V. DSVASTHALI 


may be relied upon for the purpose of proving that §. 
not only had Pat.’s Mahahhdsya before him, but was 
even a close student thereof.® 

Even taking for granted that the view propounded 
by MM. Kane regarding the passages quoted by him is 
right and that the conclusion arrived at by him on their 
strength stand scrutiny/ I may declare that my sugges- 
tion regarding the probable date of §. yet remains un- 
vitiated. In my above-mentioned paper I have stated 
that S. must have lived somewhere in the first century 
B.C. ; and in support of this position I have adduced, 
several grounds among which absence of direct reference 
to Pat. is only one. It is now generally agreed that Pat. 
lived about IBO B.C., so that even if it is conclusively 
proved that 5. knew Pat. and closely studied his work, 
yet my general conclusion that §. flourished about the 
first century B.C. can stand unvitiated. MM. Kane has 
conveniently avoided this main issue though it is apparent 
that he would not accept such an early date for S. as is 
vouchsafed for him by tradition and as again seems to be 
suggested by various circumstances, negative though they 
be, which I have put together more than five years ago. 

I am quite aware of the danger of arguing from 
silence, of which MM. Kane seems to have made so much 
in his article; and that is exactly why I have not satis- 
fied myself by securing only one. but have put foi'th seve- 
ral grounds which, as I have suggested in very clear 
terms, being only negative may not be conclusive of taken 
singly, but which when taken togethei* may be strong 
enough to suggest at least a high probability in a certain 


® Loc. cit., pp'. 43 and 46. ■ ■ ■ • 

* This I have disenssed in a separate paper, where I have 
shown how the passages quoted by MM. Kane prove nothing defi- 
nite!; and how in due ease at least' MM. Kane has misnnderstood 
the whole thing. In press. 
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direction, particularly when they all appear to point in 
the same direction. In spite of the note of caution sound- 
ed by MM. Kane against it, I still feel that even argu- 
ment a esD silentio . have their own importance. They are 
certainly useful in showing us the probabilities which, 
however, to become facts— -established positive facts — ^will 
certainly stand in need of some positive ground. Natu- 
rally, therefore in my above-mentioned paper I had mere- 
ly pointed out the probability (and not certainty) regard- 
ing the date of §.; and left the issue there only to stand 
or fail in the light of any positive data that may be avail- 
able. Now fortunately enough I have come across some 
positive ground which supports the probability regard- 
ing the date of S. as suggested by the negative data and 
turns it into an actuality. This I propose to set forth 
in the following lines. 

It is well-known that there is a strong difference of 
opinion regarding the dissolution of such compounds as 
asva-ghasa between Katyayana (K.) on the one hand and 
Pat. on the other. The former would dissolve them all as 
Dative Tatpurusa which is not allowed by the latter who 
would take them as Genitive Tatpurusa compounds.® Now 
it can be seen that there must have been a period when K. 
must have held the field in grammar and writers in various 
branches must have followed his views in dissolving such 
compounds. Nor is it very difficult to fix approximately 
the span of this period. There is a general consensus of 
opinion that K. flourished about 350 B.C. Assuming 
that about half a century might have been required by 


® Read: 

stwaruff II. I. 36 ); and 

I we ^ 

above qrflR?) 


etc. 


u I 3 on 


y's on the 
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him to attain the position of a high authority (equal to 
or even higher than that of Panini) in grammar we may 
conclude that K.’s influence in the field must haye begun 
about 300 B.G. Now Pat. is dated about 150 B.G so 
that arguing in a similar manner we may conclude that 
Pat. attained his present authority about 100 B.G. 
Thus the sway of K. in the field of grammar may be said 
to have extended approximately over two centuries bet- 
ween 300 B.G. and 100 B.G. And it must have been 
approximately about 100 B.G. that Pat. must have come 
to be ranked along with K. and Panini— nay eyen high- 
er than these stalwarts; for the traditional view about 
authorities on grammar in general and their mutual re- 
lation in particular is very well summed up in the two 
sayings: ‘Trimuni vyakaranam’ and ‘Yathottaram 
muninam pramanyam.’ This supplies us with a strong 
and positive criterion for determining the dates of ancient 
authors like S, who flourished before the beginning of the 
Ghristian era. On the strength of this criterion we may 
conclude that those who follow the views of K. (even when 
they are not accepted or even directly rejected by Pat.) 
quite complacently may very well be said to have flourish- 
ed about 100 B.G. at the latest; while those that follow 
Pat. against K. can undoubtedly be assigned to a date 
latter than about 100 B.G. 

Prom a statement made by Vacaspatimi^ra in his 
Bhamati we know that there was a period when commen- 
tators of the Brahmasutras of Badarayana dissolved the 
compound brahma-jijfiasa as Dative Tatpurusa rather 
than G'enitive Tatpurusa. Sankara in his bhasya there- 
on has dissolved the compound brahma-jijfiasa as brah- 
ma:i^o jijfiasa i.e. Genitive Tatpurusa, commenting on 
which Vacaspati (V,) remarks that this should be under- 
stood as having thrown overboard the dissolution brah- 
mane Jijfiasa i.e Dative Tatpurusa adopted by ancient 
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commentators or Vrttikaras on the Brahmasutra.® This 
clearly shows that V. had before him certain vrttis on the 
Brahincbsutras wherein the expression brahma-jijfiasa was 
dissolved and explained as a Dative Tatpurusa compound 
rather than a Genitive Tatpurusa compound. Of the 
Vrttikaras who have commented on the Brahma-sutras we 
know of at least one viz. Baudhayana,'^ while we know of 
another Vrttikara who wrote a vrtti on the Mimdmsdsutras 
of Jaimini® to be sure, if not also on the Brahmasutras of 
Badarayana.® Of these again the latter can’t but be 
said to be earlier than the first century before the Chris- 
tian era;'® and the same may fairly accurately apply to 
the other. Whether Sankara really meant to throw over- 
board the dissolution adopted by the ancient Vrttikaras 
We can’t say; and yet an implication to that effect is 
there in the words of Sankara as stated by V. whose state- 
ment thus makes it clear that there was a period when 
writers in other branches of literature dissolved the com- 
pounds like brahma-jijnasa as Dative Tatpurusa in im- 
plicit obedience to the rule of K. and thus paying scant 
courtesy to the teaching of Pat. if at all they were aware 
of it. This action of theirs shows that they did not loc . 
upon Pat. as great authority on grammar which, in its 


wfHor fsraTRTT 
HHra-: 'TOWt I with 

(Nirnaya Sagara Press Edition of 1917), p. 74) 


^ Referred to by Ramanuja in the very first sentence of bis 
Sn-bhdsya on the BrahTna-sutm. 

® Often mentioned by Sahara in bis hhdsya on the Mlrndni- 
sasutm. 


® Vrttikara’s refutation of the Buddhistic view-point as 
given by Sahara in his hhdsya on Mimdmsdsutra I. i. 6 in what is 
generally known the vrttikara-grantha reads almost like a com- 
mentary on Brahmasutra II. ij. — 32. 

10 For a discupion regarding: the date of the Vrttikara (and 
also of ^abarasvamin) see the article of K. Ohattopadhyaya in The 
Jha Commemoration Volume. 
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turn, means that Pat. had not in their days attained 
that high position of authority -which he is known to 
have attained and enjoyed for more than two thousand 
years. This can’t but point to a period before about 100 
B.C. as probable period in, which the Vrttikaras must 
have lived and composed their works. 

Having thus discussed the nature and the application 
of the positive criterion thus available from the conflict- 
ing views on certain grammatical points held by K. on 
the one hand and Pat. on the other, let us now see how 
it helps us to fix the date of S. In the very beginning 
of his bliasya we find §. explaining the expression 
Dharma-jijnasa occurring in the very opening sutra of 
Jaimini in the following words : ‘Dharmaya jijnasa 
dharma-jijfiasa-Sa hi tasya jfiatum iccha.’ Here it would 
be evident to any unbiassed reader that S has given us 
the dissolution of the compound expression in the first 
sentence and that in the second he has explained the term 
jijnasa. "Thus we see that S. has dissolved the compound 
'dharma-jijnasd as Dative Tatpurusa and not as Genitive 
Tatpurusa as he would have done had he known Pat.’s 
rule and had he had such great regard for him as to follow 
it. In fact §. seems to be so much unconcerned with the 
idea of any other way dissolving the compound that we 
doubt whether he was aware of any at all. But how-so- 
ever correct such a dissolution might appear to be to 
it was not so in the eyes of Kumarilabhatta and other 
commentators. The obvious reason for this difference of 
attitude in this matter as exhibited by §. on the one hand 
and his commentators on the other is to be found in the 
authority on grammar they followed. About Kumarila 
and his successors there can he no doubt that they follow- 
ed literally the views of Pat. and it is, therefore, no 
wonder that they could not . tolerate the idea that a 
itha^yakafa like S. should have, .given the dissolution of 
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the expression Dharma-jijiiasa which was not in confor- 
mity with the teaching of Pat. In the day of Kuinarila- 
bhatta any thing in the field of grammar that was not 
sanctioned or rather was denounced by Pat. was wrong, 
so that in the eye of Kumarila by giving the dissolution 
of the expression dharma-jijflasa as a dative Tatpurusa 
S. would stand accused of having set at naught the vyaka- 
rana-smrti. This is more than what Kumarila would 
tolerate, and this explains why he is so anxious to show 
that S. has dissolved the compound in accordance with 
the correct view i.e. the view propounded by Pat. Thus 
it is that he tells us that the first of the two sentences 
quoted above is not intended to give the dissolution.' 
For the dissolution is hinted at by §. in the next sen- 
tence while in the first he wants to show that the geni- 
tive in the dissolution has the sense of tadarthya.n 
Trigehious as this explanation is it has to be admitted 
that it is, to say the least, farfetched and on the face of 
it quite unnatural. Can we expect any commentator to 
explain the significance of the case in the dissolution be- 
fore the dissolution is actually given ? The most natural 
course to expect would be to have the ' dissolution first 
and the explanation of the significance of the case occur- 
ring therein only afterwards. But the fact in the 
present case is that §. is too far removed from the forces 
influencing Kumarila to be guided and governed by them. 
Kumarila, however, is blinded by these forces and can’t 
see and appreciate any field which caii be free from them'. 
It is this that makes him unable to see how the dissolu- 
tion of the expression dharma-jijfiasa as given by S. can 
be right though it certainly is at variance with the teach- 
ing of Pat. S. is as yet uninfluenced by Pat. and natural- 
ly, therefore, has followed the view that was current in his 

- ,, Cf. SloJm'vdrttiJca, I. 118 — ^21. ■ ■ 
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day viz. the view of K. His commentators, however, being 
unconscious of this fact have exposed themselves to ana- 
chronism by forcing §. to follow the rules or views of Pat, 
though as a matter of fact he would have nothing to do 
with Mm. 

In this connection it may be interesting to note some 
remarks^^ which Appaya Diksita (AD), the great poly- 
math of the 17th century has made m hxs, Parimala 
under Brahmasutra l. i. 1. Tb& Kal'pataru there has 
merely quoted the relevant tdrtihas of K.; and AD. has 
explained and discussed these fully in his Parimala and 
ultimately stated the view of the Vartikakara in the words ; 
‘ Evam asvaghasadisu caturthi-samasa iti vartikakarama- 
tam.’ A few lines below there again he states the view of 
Pat. also in this connection in the following words 
Bhasyakaraih khalu tatra vartikam ullahghya yatha^ru- 
fasutram samarthayamanaiK sasthlsamasah samasritah ’ 
more important still, however, for our purposes are the 
other remarks that he has made directly in connection 
with the explanation of the expression dharma-Jijfiasa 
as given by §. in his hkdsya and also as it has been under- 
stood by Kumar ila in his Sloka-vdrtika. Thus in very 
clear terms does AD. state that g. has adopted the dative 
Tatpurusa in dissolving the expression dbarma-jijfiasa 
as dharmaya jijflasa; and adds that in doing so he has 
followed the view of vartikakara. In equally clear terms 
again he explains the attitude of Kumarila towards the 
dissolution as given by g, saying: Tdameva bhasyakarlya- 
matam anusrtya bhattapadairapi dharmaya iijflaseti 
'^abarasvamivacanam sasthisamasalabdharthikarthapra- 
darsanaparam na tu vigrahapradari^anaparam tasya jfi'a- 
tum iccha iti nigamaviLkyena ?asthisamasavibhavanad iti 
vyakhyatam.’ 

^ See Br'ahma-sMrchSanJuifa^hhSsyu with BJiamail, Kalpa- 
twru and Parimala (Nirnaya Sagara ’Press Edition of 1917), p. 75, 
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In view of what has been stated above it may be 
seen that S. is definitely following the view of K. setting 
at naught that of Pat. even if, as some scholars avow it, 
he were acquainted with him and his work. This shows 
that S. did not look upon Pat. as an authority on 
grammar. Thus if at all Pat. lived at the time of §. and 
was his contemporary, he had not at that time attained 
any high authority in the field of grammar. This very 
fact is again suggested by some other circumstances which 
I have already referred to in my paper referred to in 
the very beginning here. Thus in his bhas^a, §. has dis- 
cussed some important grammatical point under 
viii. 4 where he is discussing the construction of a nega- 
tive sentence as paryudasa. There the purva-paksin 
quotes the authority of K. in his support; while §. refutes 
his argument by saying that K. is an asadvadin and hence 
apramana as against Panini who is a sadvadin.^® Now 
here had §. really been acquainted with Pat. and his 
work, and regarded him as an authority on grammar he 
would certainly have quoted him and silenced the purva- 
paksin on Pat.’s a.uthority. But the very fact that instead 
of doing so he has put forth the above argument shows that 
he did not know Pat. or that had he known him he was 
not prepared to look upon him as a great authority on 
grammar. In fact the attitude here shown by is so 
very dimetrically opposed to the traditional view viz. 

i nfir viwt nfjift: i h ff fwmwr 
w^mri 'nf- 

on Tftahrr-^ X.8.4.) 

Here evidently Sahara takes Panini as being more autboritative 
than Eatyayana which is diametrically opposed to the traditional 
dictum ‘ Tathottaraiii munlnaili pramanyam,’ 

E. 5 
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trimuni vyakaranam and Yathottaram muninam pra- 
manyam that we cannot but conclude that lived at a 
time when the idea of the three munis of vyakarana had 
not arisen at all. 

The general conclusion now, therefore, that we can 
draw regarding the relation between S- on the one hand 
and Pat. on the other and regarding the date of the 
former is that S. shows no trace of the influence of the 
views propounded’ by Pat. and follows the views of 
K. only even when they have been denounced by Pat.; 
that if Pat. lived at the time of S. he was not at 
any rate looked upon as a great authority on grammar ; 
and lastly that the latest limit for such a period can’t be 
later than about 100 B.G. which may, therefore, be also 
accepted as the terminus a qtw for the date of gabaras- 
vamin. 



A TANTEIKA WOEK OF VIDYaPATI 

By Dinesh Chandra Bhattacharyya 

IT is very difficult to ascertain the exact religious per- 
suasion of the great Maithila scholar Vidyapati In the 
devotional songs he is found to be a staunch Vaisnava; in 
the §aivasarvasvasara and some of the songs he appears 
to be a Saiya. Perhaps ultimately, he will be regarded as 
a Sakta, whose outward conduct is governed by the 
well-known adage : — 

aptr: 5nwr: t®JraT HcTT: I 

Vidyapati’s is still counted as 

one of the authorised guide-books in Bengal for the per- 
formance of the greatest Sakta festival of the year — the 
Durgapuja. The latest discovery of a Tantrikanibandha 
of Vidyapati lends support to our surmise that he was. 
really at heart a Sakta. The full story of this rare dis- 
covery is given below. In 1944 we examined a Ms. collec- 
tion in a village named Bahirgachi in the Nadia district 
which was the abode of a very distinguished family of 
scholars who were the spiritual preceptors of the Eajas 
of Navadvipa. The collection was particularly rich in 
Tantrika works. Among them we came across an anony- 
mous book named Tantrdrnava (foil. 93 incomplete 
at the end), which was written about 1800 A. D- On the 
very first page the word Agama is explained by citing a 
rare passage from ‘ Vacaspati-Mi^ra-dhrta-agfairefl- 
dvaitanirnaya.’ We felt curious to ascertain if this 
rare Tantrika book quoted as it appears by the great 
Maithila scholar Vacaspati Mi^ra, has ever been referred 
to anywhere else. As luck would have it a fragment ' 
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the very work wgis soon after discovered' by us in a neigh- 
bouring village. Near Navadvipa the metropolis of 
Sanskritic culture in Bengal stands a famous village named 
Vilvapuskarini or as it is called in common parlance 
Belpukur. Early in the l'7th century A.D Eama- 
candra (of the Banerji family) successfully performed 
austerities in this village under the Sakta cult. His de- 
scendants, now scattered in many districts of Bengal, are 
the spiritual guides of high class Hindus initiated in the 
Tantra. Judging by the number of disciples Ramacandra 
was by far the greatest Tantrika saint of Bengal. His 
descendants still constitute the bulk of the inhabitants of 
Belpukur, but the book under question was discovered in 
the house of a Sanskrit scholar belonging to a different 
family though of the same original stock of the Banerjis. 
This family produced an unbroken line of distinguished 
scholars of the Dharma^astra.^ The leaves of the Ms. in 
paper do not all bear page-marks, the total number of 
folios counting tP be only 33. It begins 

dtsmnrnrftfm 

X TriJ mrfk ^ ’kekstti i i ? i i 

fcfti 

irii 

srFimrnTF^ tcrlmw: i 1 

OTT dfetlwirawt ^ruqq'iq-fitisrfe x x x i 

=fx x x i 

^ The genealogical list is given below : Sankara (a clesceudaiit 
of Sarvananda of the Vandjjraghatiya family) — Kamalakan- 
ta — 'Eaghavendra — Eajaraana Tarfcasiddnanta & Sivarama, Vacas- 
pati and Kaliiivara Sairvabhanma. Eaiarama’s sou Eamarama 
jyyayavfigisa — Balarama Eancanana — Titurama Tarkavagi^a 

(born 1788 A.D. died c, 1850) — Aksaya Siromaiii & Durgaprasaai- 
na Vidyaratana & Deviprasanna Smrtibhusana. Devlprasanna’s 
son gr'i Amrtynhari Smrtitirtha, the "present ' worthy descendant 
of the family, is in possession of. the Ms. collection and we are 
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Several folios are missing after fol. 13b and tbe first sec- 
tion ends on the obverse of a page marked ‘Ga’ with the 
colophon — 

There is a fuller colophon at the end of the next section 
on ‘ Purascarana ’ in an unmarked page 

- ffd" tcrfk'ifq' 5^?-d'-i.artar- 

fk^(:) ?WRr:i 

An alphabetical list of the authorities cited in the 
fragment is given below: 

Kramadipika (fol. 3a)/ Kriyarnava (4)a/Kr'yasara 
(often from 3a) / Ciccandrika (7a) /Dipika (7a) /Naraya- 
niya (8b) /Narayanopanisad (lb)/N|rsihhatapaniya (lb)/ 
Padmapadacarya (10b)/ Purascaranacandrika (7b, 11a)/ 

Prapaneasara (towards the end)/Do-Tika (ib.)/Ramata- 
paiiiya (lb) /Ramarcanacandrika (4b, 6b)/Viifiana- 
mala (Kha, 6a, 9a) / Mantratantraprakasa (end)/Sam- 
bhusekhara (4a) / Sarasamuccaya (10a) / Siddhinatha- 
sahhita (end). 

Two interesting passages are cited here:— 
aiput srrmf^wr snini gw- 

I (foL 4a under ‘Diksa’) 

^ I (Ibid.) 
In the following important passage the author refers to 

grateful to Mm for allowing us to examine it. Balarama was the 
author ot Sukhabodha (a work on Jjotim) , KdUhh^ (a 

devotional poem) and an original text-book on Sanskrit grammar 
named Prahodhapmkdsa which was curr^t in the locality. Titu- 
rmna was a distinguished Smarta and commented on Raghunan- 
dana’s works besides commenting on th0 ^ Lifigasungrahavargm of 
the 'Ammakosa and his fiather's grammar. The Prabodhapnn- 
hXia.wSiS partly published with a Bengipi translation by Devipra- 
sanna in 1318 B.S. (pp. 120). Durgaprasanna, his pupil Devipra- 
sanna (d. 1929 at 83) and the latter’s eldest son Mrtyunfaya 
Smrtitirtha (d. 1928) were leading scholars of the. locality. 
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his own ‘Sampradaya’, implying that he actually belonged 
to a particular Tantrika school of Mithila: — 

grif cTliJnTmi^^?:^^^fh'cqT»Tcr?f5r?FT: (4b). 

In two places (fol. 7a & 13a), moreover, he refers to 
the particular views of his own father 
qr^r: ) 

In this connection we shall invite the attention of 
scholars to a much neglected work of Vidyapati viz., the 
Bhuparikramana of which a complete copy exists in the 
Ms., library of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta. It was 
written at Naimisa for the pleasure of king Devasihha of 
Mithila v. 5 at the beginning) . It .describes 

the supposed itinerary of god Baladeva undertaken by him 
for expiating a sin. Vidyapati commenced the work after 
saluting the Paflcadevata (Giane^a, Samba, Visnu, Eavi 
& Ambika). There are six sections in the book contain- 
ing very important descriptions of all the famous shrines 
in the Drupadadesa, Brahmavarta, Mahaprayaga, 
Ka^iksetra, SiddhadCsa (with Balidesa) and Janakadesa 
respectively. The itinerary is interspersed with eight 
tales all of which were subsequently incorporated in the 
first chapter of the Purusapanksd. The very first deity 
worshipped by Balarama was ‘Kali Mahamaya’ in the 
Drupadades'^a. Curiously enough at the end of the above 
Ms. of the book the scribe has recorded the date of com- 
position, not of the Bhuparikramana but of the Purusa- 
parlksd thus-.; — (fol. 50a). 



'tat ^ 

The date unfortunately is difficult to interpret. Even 
if we read and refer the year 1507 to the Vikrama 

Samvat (i.e , 1450 A.D.) the date is prehaps too late for 
Sivasinha in whose reign the book was composed. The 
scribe it should be noted was careless in his work and 
copied the book about 1800 A. D-; he has recorded the date 
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of composition of one book at tbe end of quite a different 
book. [Nevertheless he was evidently in possession from 
unknown sources of the genuine date of composition of 
the Purusa'panksa. As he has carelessly transposed the 
two words of the verse ‘vatsare’ and ‘Sahkhyake’, so we 
believe he also transposed the two words of the date ‘rama' 
and ‘bana’ and the correct reading should be:— 

If this emendation is accepted we have got here a clear 
date for Vidyapati and his patron sivasinha viz. 1357 
§aka (i.e., 1435-6 A’.D.). It should be noticed that 
Vidyapati commenced the Pnrusfarlksa with a prayer to 
the supreme Goddess ‘ADISAKTI,’ pointing clearly to 
his religious faith in Sakta doctrines. 

The Bhuparikraniana is the source of a number of 
so-called geographical works in Sanskrit, which came to 
be written early in the British regime by most unscrupu- 
lous writers. The Brahmakhanda of the Bhavisya- 
PurdTia, the DeSdvaUvwrti and the Diyvijayaprakdia 
(otherwise called Pandmavijaya) are well known works 
of this class. They are full of the most unreliable concoc- 
tions of stories, traditions and geographical names, though 
Couched in the sacred language. they succeeded in attract- 
ing the notice of a section of scholars. Some genuine 
traditions may, however, find place in these works, 
specially those connected with the region of the writer’s. 
We quote below a long extract from the Bham^wpxirdna, 
where a very interesting account of Vidyapati and his 
family is narrated. It was discovered by us in a big Ms. 
now preserved in the Sanskrit College, Calcutta; it was 
wrongly added to a different book after obliteratihg the 
original page-marks. 

"grf^wsr” ^ atsViRr 
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?r?r 


3TraT%5irr; ^sTFr^f f| t 

^Nwrir^^l^PTt ?r^r ^prc^qirift^ ii 

3TPW»T*T0Fr>#W ’WRTtx X xf3:5|T:ll 

feTFr to ffW^ ' fe 'TW^TlIW: I 

JTFT: 5TWr: ?r =^1 

R few: II 

wwTWT^ w f^riTfferrRrfl'^T’i; i 

feWT^RT feWRTWl feXRRW: wfe^rfell 
wrsqrfewRt 51^; w^fewwwr: i 
3OTWZT?R% WrW5f'?W^'!7r: I 
f^TWfe ?Rq' 5TW wiw^: II 

wRrfesJiT: 5Rrr^ wfewiwwwf wi 

WRWfe ^ fewnfejffcw: II 
3RnwT%w fe^wFtri^wrs^w: i 

WTwt fe;?rfewrfe wYshtii 
w'^RR^Wr W W 'Tfew:! 

feWrqfeRT^ WT^ W ^T^Ri%ll 

w wf^^nwjiw: I 

WTWT(6a)^^t5Rrfew BWtiwt irfimfeii 
wf wfwwRferflwT: i 
fewTwfetewt wr?^rfe w II 

In this curious account there are certain facts which 
seem to be hitherto unknown. The ancestral village of 
Vidyapati is stated to be ‘tJciflagrama’ and the family 
went by the name of a distant ancestor AG'AMABHtl- 
SANA who was initiated in the V5ra cult of the Tantra. 
Vidyapati himself is stated to have attained Siddhi in 
Tantrika rites which was the real cause of his poetic 
powers. He was born, besides, in ihe 13th month after 
conception — another extra-ordinary incident in the life 
nf ATI ATtra.-ordinarv man. How far these facts are cor- 
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roborated by local traditions we invite scholars of Mithila 
to investigate. The account, however, vouches for the fact 
that Vidyapati belonged to a Tantrika family of renown 
and our previous surmise about the poet’s religious pert- 
suasion is substantially corroborated thereby. The date 
recorded in this account in round numbers of the Kali era 
(4500 K. E. corresponding to 1399 A.D.) like all such 
dates in these geographical works should not be taken 
seriously, though in the present case the date is not wide 
off the mark. 




ANOTEONEaSO 
By Sibendeanath Ghosal 

THEEE is much dispute among scholars as regards the 
origin and true significance of the word ‘Easo’ which at 
presen!: stand for a big heroic poetry. Prof. Narottam 
Swamin quotes several suggestions of different scholars 
in his article ‘ ‘Prthunrdj Raso” in a volume of the Rajas- 
than Bhdrati. But he does not support any of these 
suggestions. To cite him exactly 

crr?rT # ^seq-ftT h i 

Ttrm stto'^f m’-iu' I’l sivq- cpf Tfw %■ ?; i 

^r<Fcr? f ^ Ci ^ w ^rr Tr^r^fj 1 1 

sTTO'sa sffx TFSf^qrffl # wa' fstr (i) ii 

R. Bh. Bhdg 1, Ahka 1. P. 2. 

Mm. Plaraprasad Sastri has also discussed it cursorily 
in his pi'eliminaiy report on the search for bardic manus- 
ci'ipts in Eajaputana which indicates well how the subject 
was a pivot of discussions among the different scholars 
interested in the proto — vernacular studies. So Mm. 
Sastri observes ‘'The derivation of the word Easo is ex- 
tremely perplexing. Mm. Pandit Vindhyeswari Prsad Dube 
of benares thinks that it is ‘ Elaja Yasah.’ In prakrit j 
becomes y. and would become ‘Eaya Yasah’ and later 
‘ Eayasa.’ The bards derive it either from ‘rasa’ or sport 
or rasa that is quarrel. A prolonged altercation is often 
(•ailed Rasa in Rajputaua. ‘Kva rasa kurte ho’ is often 

^ The Treiifli seliolov Tassi thinks its orig-in to be the word 
‘ Eiijasfiya.’ Mr. Earn Chandra Biikla considers it to be a cor- 
riiid torin of Itas'ayuna. while some other schobir holds that it 
c.oraes from, the word Eahasya. But, in fact, ' these are mere 
imaginations. The origin of Easo is Rasa or Etisaka. In Apa- 
lihniii'i.la and old Eajastluini Easnka n])pcars as Easau. 
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remarked wlien a man is talking for a long time on one 
subject. There is among the Jains a large number of 
works called ‘rasa’. My friend Mr. K. P. Jaysawal 
thinks that ‘rasa’ is connected with the sense ‘ problem ’ 
‘mystery’. In Brajabhasa ‘rahasya’ becomes rasa.” Bar- 
dic Mss. Surcey Refort, p. 25. We are of the opinion that 
‘Raso’ comes certainly from Easaka or Rasa (without the 
pleonastic ka), as it has been suggested by Prof. Narottani- 
das Swamiii. But as he did not say anything about the 
meaning of Rasa or Rasaka and its connection with the 
present heroic poetry ‘Raso’ we like to give some sugges- 
tions as to how there occurred an evolution in the mean- 
ing of the word. As it is yet to be substantiated by other 
facts the scholars are to judge it and pass their verdicts. 

2. In the Scihityadarfana of Viswanatha ‘Rasaka’ 
has been explained as a form of Uparupaka. He defines it 
in the words : — 


'3 CN "s. 

Chap. VI. 


It should be examined in this concern, whether this 
])articidai' form of Uparupaka has any connection with the 
‘Rasa.’ or ‘Rasaka.’ and the heroic poetjy ‘Ruso’ of the 
present days. Needless to mention that it will throw 
some light on the trend of Apabhranish poetry and 
some aspect of mediaeval Indian cultui'e. 

d. The word ‘Rasa’ signifies originally the dance of 
Krsna with the Gopa-inaids in an autumnal moon-lit 
night. It is also ca.lled Halll4a and in the old texts like 
Visimiyurcina, Bhdgavataqnimm and the Haruamm 
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reference to sucli a dance either by the particular name 
‘Easa’ or ‘Hallisa’ occurs. It is interesting to note that 
in none of these works we find any mention of the chief 
Gopi— maid Radha who occupied a very important place 
in the Krsna legend in the posterior period. In the later 
days far more minute details on the ‘Rasa’ dance of 
Krsna have appeared in the various Vaisnava texts. 
Prof. Sukumar Sen has made the following observations 
in his “ History of Yrafabnli Krsna’s 

nocturnal dance with the cowherd damsels is called 
Hallisa elsewhere it is Rhsa. . . . There is a fair simi- 
larity in the descriptions of the ‘Hallisa’ or ‘Rasa’ dance 
in these two works. One verse \Hari'oamsa \\. 20, 24, 
Vimujmrdna V. 13. 57.] is common in both p. 473. It 
(PadOTeyararm) also describes the pl^^ of the ‘Rasa Man- 
dala’ and seats therein occupied by Rrsna, Radha and 
their friends, male and female.” (Patala-Khanda 38, 39. 
XXIII. p. 474.) We suppose, and possibly correctly 
too, that this Rasa or Rasaka (with the pleonastic Ka) 
used particularly in the sense of Krsna’s dance is 
the source of the modern ‘ Itaso ’ poetry. It is 
certainly connected with the ‘ Rasaka drama ’ of the 
‘SahityadarpancY and we think that some discussions 
are necessary to show the process — ^the line of change, 
which the word ‘Rasa’ underwent in the evolution of its 
meaning. 

4. As we have already mentioned, the term ‘Rasa’ 
signified Krsya’s dance which was certainly a passionate 
expression of erotic sentiments and feelings. Sometimes 
latei', however, the range of its scope widened and the 
woi'd meant not only mimic dance . but also the music 
which accum],)anied it. The latter’s application was 
unavoidable, as its ap]3eal to the sensual nature of man was 
irresistible. Here the two-fold divisions as regards its 
gradual change took place as emphasis was laid separately 
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on the riiusiG and the dance element of the phenomenon. 
The dance eleineiit gave rise to the improvisation of the 
drama, where the movements of the body were the most 
essential components. Here Prof. Macdoiieirs obser- 
vation on the ‘origin of drama’ in general should be 
remembered “The words for actor (nata) and play (nataka) 
are derived from the verb ‘nat’ the Prakrit or vernacular 
form of skt ‘ nrt ’,to ciance. The name is familiar to 
Engiish ears in the form of nautch, the Indian dancing of 
the present day. The latter indeed probabty represents 
the beginnings of the Indian drama. It must, at first, 
have consisted only of rude partsinime, in w^hich the 
dancing movements of the body were accompanied by 
mute- mimicking gestures of hand and face. Song, 
doubtless also formed an ingredient in such performances. 
The addition of dialogue was the last step in the develop- 
ment which was thus much the same in India and Greece.” 
Hist, of Skt. Lit. p. 346-7. As the very origin of the 
drama presupposes ciance the graceful movements of 
the limbs, it is quite likely that a particular name should 
be assigned to a particular class, ■which sliows the exu- 
berance of the same, or some other element of kindred 
nature. The very definition of tlie Rasaha drama as 
given ii! the ‘Sakiii/adarpaiuii certainly testifies to the 
truth of ouj‘ statement. In the definition already quoted 
an expression occurs as which a commentatoi* 

explains as — 

Jivarianda Vidyasngar’s edition, p. 520. So, we need not 
doubt that in the Rasaka drama there was a, |■)l•edomi- 
iiaiice of dance, which oilginaJly meant ‘Rasa’ i.e. the 
dance of ICrsira. It should be incidentally meiitioiied 
that sijnillar occurrence has taken place in the <r)uc.eption 
of tlie ‘Hallisa’ form of - drama. Krsna’s dance with the 
Gopa-maids was also, sometimes, called ‘IlallTsa’ or 
Plallisaka (vide Prof. Siikumar Sen’s observations). This 
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Halllsa or Halllsaka was certainly .at the root of the 
conception of the Hallisa drama which has been deilned 
in the Sahityaclarfane- gwTFsfr m 

I 1 ?r«iT fpsh n” 

and where, too, dance occupied a very prominent place. 
It should be observed in this connection that ‘Easaka’ 
drama was considerably of later origin, since it contained 
besides Sanskrit the derived languages like ‘Bhasas’ and 
‘Bibhasas’ i.e. the Prakrits and the A'pabhramms. So. 
we think, we are possibly correct in assuming ‘Basa’ i.e. 
Krsna’s dance to he the source of the Easaka drama. 
But we would have had our view confirmed had any work 
of this particular type been in our possession. We are 
really very sorry to mention that the dramas which be- 
long to the Easaka and Halllsaka classes are totally lost. 
So the works, which are mentioned in the Saliitya-clafpana 
as illustrations to those two different types of drama are 
at present mere names to us. 

5. It now remains for us to show the link — the 
intermediate stages between “Rasa dance” and the 
“Ease poetry.” We have already suggested that music 
followed dance, which to a great extent, enhanced the 
poignancy of the sentiments intended to be expressed. 
In course of time, music lost its tune and lyric songs 
changed to lyric poems which had mostly the descriptions 
of love, nature and the seasons as their themes. In the 
'Sandeki Rasaka ’ of Abdur Rahman a muslim poet we 
find, thus, very charming descriptions of the feeling of 
love in its different settings and in them follows, as a 
course of necessity, the portrayal of nature which has a 
great influence on the minds of the lover and the beloved. 
But at this time, an emphasis is perceived to be stressed 
on the element of ‘character’ or ‘characters’ centring whom 
the delineation of the feeling takes place. Afterwards, the 
change of political atmosphere, the overthrow of the 
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HgkIi! kings by lh(‘ mnsliin invaders, fornicrs’ dogged 
resistance ,to tlie attacks of the lattei' altered tbe trend 
of ‘llasaka’ poetry too. It was captured as a most suit- 
able form for describing the heroic activities and legends 
of the warriors, whose fearless death in the iiehl and 
self-saci'ifice for the honour of the land needed com 
memoT-ation foi' inspiring courage into the hearts of the 
posterior generations. So, hencefoT'th, the lieroic tales 
and legends became chiefly the subject-matter of the 
Rasaka or Easo, thoiigb the element of love was not 
totally neglected or lost sight of. Tt is substantiated 
too by the following remark of Babn Bbyam Snndar 
Das and Pandit Ram Chandra Sukla. 

‘'%T % f fpOTFiwf ^ sfd’T =t:§: Tfr #%■ fi JT^f 

^ «rr I fefr w ^ 'trtt % g-PT =^fTf 

sflT TOfW ^ ^ SF3TT .ft ftt ?51FrT ^d ^ 

3fk stTw^t sf-T ^ TrrwT «?t i itr «rdfT ^ '’tk hT«Tw 

>ft ^ ^Ti^d # '4r TT %■ T4Fr Ttr ^dT ?d Tfrr ^rr^i » 

gTJrd-nmfddt TPm 

The remarlv is made with reference to the Prabatidha 
type of poem, to which ‘ Prthinirdjn Rdso ’ and other 
works of similar nature do certainly belong. So we 
think', we are cori'ect to assume that the Raso poetiy of 
tbe vernacular is connected with ‘Rasa,’ i.e. Krsna’s 
dance and the latter is the source of the former as well 
as the Rasaka type of drama which we have already dis- 
cussed. 


- As in Europe the stibieet-matters ot iieroie Iwllails were wav 
and love, so here, too, were the same. It was surely a. glory and 
pride on the part.s of the heroes to hear the falling' in love of some 
Priiioess and to obtain her by taking to some eontrivings or having 
defeated the adversaries who stood for her protection. So in 
these poems there is some blending of the feeling of love, which 
is merely subservient, tbe chief sentiment is, no doubt, heroism. 


Pfoceedings of the Ganganatha Jha Research Institute 
Annual Genera! Meeting (April 9, 1949) 

The Annua] General Meeting of the Gangariatlia Jha 
Researeh was held on Saturday April 9, 1949 in 

the Bairampur Hall of the Hindu Boarding House. Dr. 
Amaranatha Jha, M.A., D.Litt., LL.D. ; f"r.S.L., Vice- 
president of the institute, presided. Beside the members y 
the following guests w-ere present, Hon. Mr. Justice Wali- 
ullah, acting Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court, 
Hon. Mr. Justice Wanchoo, Hon. Mr. Justice Bindbasni 
Prasad, Hon. Mr. Justice Raghubar Dayal, Mr, Kripa 
Niarain, executive officer, Municipal Board, Brigadier 
Java!, Mr. Krishna Murari Lai of the Board of Revenue, 
Prof. K. R. R. Sastry, Raja of Sangali, Prof. S. J. Joshi 
and many (dhers. 

Dr. Amaranatha Jha : — 'T owe you an apology for 
occupying the chair. We have lost our president and the 
other vice-president. Dr. Radhakrishnan is not present. 
That is the explanation for my occupying this Chair. Be- 
fore w^’e take up other items cm the agenda, I shall read 
out to you a I'esolutioii expressing our sense of grief and! 
loss at the pas.sing away of our President Dr. Sir TeJ 
Bahadur Sapru. What the institute owed to Dr. Sapru 
it is impossilJe to describe. Right frcm the beginning 
he gave to the idea of the scheme all the support and en- 
coui'agement that he could and at every step "sve received 
inspiration from him. He took the most lively interest 
in tins cvork and we shall long remember and not forget all 
that he did for this ogranisation. 

The wdiole country mourns the passing away of a 
great statesman, a learned Jurist, a great lawyer. But 
wre of this Institute mourn in particular the passing 
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away of one who was genuinely devoted to oriental learn- 
ing. 

I read out this resolution and request you to kindly, 
pass it standing.” 

“ The Institute places on record its sense of profound 
grief and loss at the demise of its President, Dr. TeJ 
Bahadur Sapru. It is impossible to assess the services ren- 
dered by him to the Institute from its very inception, 
With the rest of the country it mourns the passing away 
of an eminent statesman, great lawyer and a learned 
jurist; but in particular we shall miss the safe guidance 
of one who was genuinely devoted to oriental studies. 

The Institute conveys its respectful condolences to 
the Hon. Mr. Justice Sapru and other members of the 
bereaved family.” 

Resolution — 

The resolution was adopted, the audience standing. 

Welcome to H. E. Shri M. S. A ne t/ 

Dr. Amaraiiatha Jha : — “It is now my pleasant duty 
to ofter on behalf of the Institute a respectful welcome to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bihar. We welcome him 
not because or mainly because he is the head of a neigh- 
bouring province, but welcome him particularly as a 
great scholar who has for many years devoted a great deal 
of his time to oriental studies. 

At the last All India Oriental Conference held a few 
months ago. he read a paper which impressed every one by 
his profound learning and wide outlook. A few days ago 
he presided over the annual meeting of the Bihar Research 
Society in Patna and we are extremely beholden to him for 
the trouble he has taken to come to our annual meeting. 
I am sure that many like me are eagerly looking forward 
to his address. 
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But before I request His Excellency to deliver his 
address we have yet to go through a few formal items of 
business which. I assure you, will not take more than a 
few minutes. 

Election of the new President 

Dr. Amaranatha Jha : — I take the opportunity sub- 
ject to the approval of the members of the Institute of 
proposing the name of Dr. Bhagavan Das of Benares for 
President of the Institute in place of Dr, Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru. 

Dr. Umesha Mishra seconded the proposal The re^- 
solution was adopted unanimously. 

Dr. Umesha Mishra, the Honorary Secretary of the 
Institute, presented the annual report for the year 1917 — 
48. 

Pandit K. Chattopadhyaya proposed and Dr. 
Ishwari Prasad seconded the motion that the report be 
adopted. 

It was agreed to unanimously. 

Government grant of Rs. 15,000. 

At this stage Dr. Amaranatha Jha informed the mem- 
bers tJiat the Education Minister of these Provinces told 
him that the Government had been pleased to sanction 
Rs. 15,000 towards the building of this institute. 

Dr. A. Siddiqui, Honorary Treasurer, then presented 
the estimated budget for 1949 — 50 and the audit report for 
1947--- 48. (Printed elsewhere). 

Dr. Ishwari Prasad proposed and Pt. K. Chatto- 
padhyaya seconded that the budget estimates and the audit 
report be adopted and they were adopted unanimously. 

Dr. Amaranatha Jha'. I now request your Excellency 
to deliver your address. 
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Tht'i-oupoo His Kxceiknu-y (Iciiveroil his .‘Khlros-s whiHi 
is printed elsewhere. 

y ote of Thanks \ Proposing a vote of thanks to His 
Excellency Dr. Ishwari Prasad said — Your Excellency and 
gentlemen, I have received a command from the Chairman 
which cannot be disobeyed. It is now my plea.sant duty to 
]>ropose a hearty vote of thanks to Your PxcelleJicy. We 
are deejily grateful to you for the kindness that yon have 
.shown in coming to our meeting to deliver this address in 
spite of yonr busy engagements. Usually it does not fall 
to tire lot of a Governor to be a very leai'iied man, because 
I consider a.s nothing more damaging to the cultural 
scholarship than practical politics. But Your Excellency 
is an extiaoT’dinary man. In spite of the work-a day 
politics, in spite of the numerous engagements of daily 
life you have kept alive the torch of learning and you have 
taken a keen interest in it. 

We had in these provinces, many years ago, a 
Governor who was the first Chancellor of this univeresity, 
a great Sanskrit scholar who possessed great learning. He 
used to write aiticles under the pseudonym of Va.'^.iuieva 
Sastri and these articles were published under the tihn of 
‘Asiatic Studies.’ Usually we do not find, many Gover- 
nors taking intei-est in researches. But it is very hearten- 
ing to think tlnit Yonr Excellency takes so nuKh iuiei'ot 
in learning and the advancement of .sel'olai’sbij). 

We have listened to a comprehensive survey of Indisui 
cuitni'e and leanhng that you have placed before ns. As 
a History man I am delighted to listen to the history of 
Balgtogadhar Sastri and Indian scholarship and Indian 
learning. You have spoken of great men and great schob 
ars, who have shed the splendour of theij‘ genius over this 
country. We are all grateful to them. We are grateful 
to Your Excellency for giving this addre.ss (his afterjioon. 
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This institution has been founded to connneinornte 
the name of a distinguished scholar who devoted every 
minute of his life to learning. Those who have eorne in 
contact with the late Pandit Ganganatha Jha will re- 
member that he was always engaged in studying and 
V, citing. He dedieated bis life to the pursiiit of learn- 
ing This he continued from the day he left his e ilege 
Li) the (hi}' of his death. It wa.s a .great life and J hope 
that the institute which has been founded to comnieiisoride 
his name will send out in the world a stream of scholars 
which will flow uninterrupted like waters of the Ganga 
and the Yamuna and the researches in which they engaged 
themselves will enhance the reputation of not only the 
Institute but of the whole province. 

Your Excellency has referred to one thing which 
touched me deeply and that is the poverty of scholars in 
the past. Those were times quite different from the times 
in which we are living. It is a pity that scholars do not 
find it possitile to live up to those great traditions of our 
ancestors in ancient India.- A Brahmin who accepted 
payment was condemned. 

I hope Your Excellency will influence those vlio 
are entrusted with the government of this country 
to give every encouragement to scholarship and learn- 
ing. In the din and bustle of politics the claims of high- 
er learning are very much neglected and forgotten. I hope 
all those who are engaged in scholarship and learning will 
receive due recognition from our statesmen and legislators. 
The great countries in Europe have become famous not 
because of their armed power but because of their scholars 
profound in their learning and researches. It is necessary 
for the State to give all encouragement to them. Politics 
is not the be-all and. end-all of life. Nations become great 
by enriching the mind of their people. The task 
wiiitli this Institute has set before itself, namely, the ad- 
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vancement of the culture of India, is very great, and 
unless sufficient funds are placed at its disposal it will not 
be able to discharge its duty efficiently. We are deeply 
greatful to Your Excellency for the kindness you have 
shown in coming here and delivering your address which 
I hope will long be remembered. 

One word more and I have done. This is a distin- 
guished audience of High Court judges and lawyers. 
High Court Judges are always learned and members of 
the bar are also learned. There are University 
professors and other learned men who have honoured us 
by their presence. As a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Ganganatha Kesearch institute I offer them 
my heartfelt thanks. Let me once again thank Your Ex- 
cellency for the kindness you have shown in coming here 
to deliver this address. 

There being no other business the meeting was dec- 
lared closed. 



and Expenditure Account of the Ganganatha Jha Research Institute, 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GANGANATH A -IHA 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ALLAHABAD VOH 

1947~-48 

ON behalf of the Executive Committee of the Ginnut- 
uiitJki Jhu Ri^search Institute I place befoi'e the A iim.;-] 
Afeetlng of the General Council of the Institute a Report- 
of its activities for 1947-48. During the year under re- 
view individual efforts continued to lie made to raise funds. 
Due to the serious illness of .the President, the rt. hon. 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, his valuable help and guidance 
could not be secured. The non-recurring grant of 
Rs. 2.990/ - from the P. Government did not hel]' us to 
expand our activities to any appreciable extent. It is 
gratif\ing to note tliat the Bihar Government has ]''een 
pleased to donate a sum of Rs. 5.000/- for which we are 
very thankful. AVe are also very thankful to our A"ice- 
President Dr- Amara.natha Jha who has coutinuetl to give 
us a Research scholarship and has seen red donations 
annumting to Rs. 7 . 500 ;'- during the period under review. 
Due lo eontinnous lahonr trouble in the Ih-ess we could 
not publish earlier Sanskri.t Documents- the fir.st publica- 
tion of the Institntte. Its printing has mnv been com- 
]>le.te and 1 hi)])e the hook will be published very soon. It 
is due to the Press trouble again that the }>ubli(‘ati(m of 
our Research Journal is so much delayed Efforts are, 
however, being made .to bring it tip to date before long. 

The Members are aware of the various schemes wliich 
the Institute has got before it, but at present our first 
necessity is .to have a building of dur own. All our efforts 
are, therefore, directed’ towards the construction of a 
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portion of it as early as possible in order to shift our 
Library and the Office from the Hindu Boarding House 
where the Institute has been located for the last several 
years It is not possible to expand our activities any more 
without a building. We have approached the Central 
and the Provincial Grovernments for a special grant for 
the building, and we hope the response will be quite 
satisfactory. But it is also a fact that we cannot entirely 
depend upon the Government grants. I draw the atten- 
tion of generous donors, scholars and those interested in 
Indology towards the importance of having a full-fledged 
Institute of Indology well-equipped with an up-to-date 
library containing books in print and also in manuscripts 
with highly qualified research scholars working in calm 
and quite atmosphere for the advancement of higher re- 
searches in Indology. Without their sympathy and sub- 
stantial financial help it will not be possible to equip the 
Institute in all its aspects. We know of no such Institu- 
tions which have grown without public help and we ti’ust 
they will do their best to make this Institute worthy of 
its name. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The total number of Ordinary Members of the In- 
stitute on the 1st of January 1949 was 84 as against 96 of 
the previous year. The number of Life-members is 82 as 
against 80 of the last year. The number of Benefactors, 
however, is 19 as against 12 of the previous year. The 
total number of all the members of the Institute at prec 
sent is 208. We have losf one life member during the year. 
The names of some of the Ordinary members have been 
dro])ped from the list .for non-payment of their subscrip- 
tion for more than a year and those of a few others because 
their add ress could not be traced 'in Pakistan. 

P. 8 
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MEETINGS 

There were two meetings of the Executive Committee 
this year. Most of the other business was transacted by 
correspondence. 

PUBLICATIONS 

During the year under review we have published 
parts 3 and 4 of Vol. IV and parts 1 to 3 of Vol V of our 
Quarterly Eesearoh Journal containing about 541 pages. 
We are doing our best to bring it up-to-date, but the con- 
stant Press trouble has always come in our way to achieve 
the end. The publication of the Sanskrit Docu- 
ments is now almost ready and before long we shall be able 
to })lace it in the hands of our scholars. We have selected 
some rare works for publication and if funds permit we 
shall take up soma of them for publication in near future. 

More than fifty books have been received free during 
the year for review in the Journal. All of them have been 
placed in the library after they have been reviewed. 
Besides, we have purchased some books for the use of our 
research scholars. The manuscript section has been 
enriched to a large extent. Over one thousand manus- 
cripts have been classified and arranged under separate 
covers. But many more are still lying in loose pages; 
those are also being gradually arranged. A reseai'ch 
s(diu!ar has been engaged to complete the work of catalogu- 
ing of ju'inted books. 

We liave added some more research Journals to our 
exchange list. Through the courtesy of the editoi's of the 
various Journals we have been able to complete the sets 
of sevei'al of them. 

d'his is in brief the survey of the woi'k done during 
the course of the year imder review. I had placed all our 
needs bcfoii! the ineml)ers in the last )'e])ort. But Just at 
present I want to emphasise the immediate need of having 
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a well equipped and suitable building for the Institute. 
We are spending over Rs, 15,000/- for the construction of 
a portion of it only. But if we get sufficient funds we 
shall be able to construct the rest of the building also. 
Besides, we need very badly funds for research scholar- 
ship. Just at present we have only two. But there is 
a great need for niany more. We should not forget that 
we are far behind in research work done in original 
sources. All this needs eneourageinent and financial help 
from generous donors. The members of the Institute are 
reminded that it is also one of their duties to make per- 
sonal efforts to secure more and more funds for the work 
of the Institute. It is they who can realise the importance 
of the work more than others and if they care to spend 
some time to convince people of our needs, we are sure we 
shall get sufficient help from them. 

Lastly, it is my pleasant duty to express my. sincere 
gratitude to those who have helped the Institute with 
generous donations, contributions of articles and presents 
of books during the year. My thanks are also due to my 
collegues who have helped me with their suggestions and 
kind cooperation from time to time towards the growth 
an.d development of research under the Institute. 

Ganganatha Jha Research Institute, Umesha Mishra 
Allahabad. Secretary. 

Api;il 9, 1949. 
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FimNCIAL ESTIMATE FOR^ 1.949^-50 , 

INCOME 

Rs. 

. 1. Donations . ..... 20^000 

2'. Governments grants, ... 10,(100 

Biliar Government ... 5,000 

U. P. Government ... 5,000 

, . ... ,.03. . Life Meinbersliip . ..., 600 

4. Animal Membership ^ ... 1,000 

5. Noii-reciirring grant for bnildings 

from the ’ll. P. Govt. . ... T5,0"00 

6. Interest on Securities ... 3,500 

- 7. Sales of Journal etc. ... 300 

8. Donations for Research Scholarshi]^ 

from Dr. Amaranatha Jha ... 780 


1,11,180 


Interest on the Reserve fund invested ... 4,000 ' 


Total 1,07,180 

Ex])eiiditiire over and above the income ... 


Total 1,14,580 


EXPENDITURE 

■ Rs. '■ 

1. Pandit 45/- p.m. ... 540 

2. Clerk 30/- p.m. ... 360 

3. Peon 15/- p.m. + 15/- -j),!!!. D.A. ... 3(i0 

4. Cliovvkidar 15/- H- 15/- ]).m. D.A. from 

July 1949 ... 270 

5. Publication of the Journal ... 4,000 

6.. ,'" Scholarships' ' ,, '2,400 

7. Purchase of books ... 1,500 

.. .'8, ' Piirehas'e of Mss. . ^ . ■ ■, * .... ,' I-, 000 

9., / Postage ' ^ A... , , ,100 

10. Ih'nding of books and Journals ... 300 

11. (1o1h for binding Mss. ... 100 

12. Publication of books ... 5,0tl0 

1,3. Fiirfiiture ... 1,000 

14. (Contingencies ... 100 

15. Aiiditorks fees ... 50 

16. Piiilding with its Equipment ... 95,060 

17. Special grant to ])urchase Tibetan Tanjur . , 2,500 


1,14,580 
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Observations oFthe Treasurer on the Budgeted Estimates- 

Sir, 

I beg leave to make the following observations on 
the Budgeted Estimates for the year 1949 — SO;- — 

1 . The Budgeted Estimates submitted for the vear 
1949—50 have been based on the Institute’s coniinitnaents 
which include a new item this year, namely that of the 
proposed building for the Institute, absorbing the sum 
of Es, 95,000/-/’ 

2. The income from Government grants has been 
estimated at approximately Es. 85,000/- which amount) 
includes, besides the annual grants-in-aid from the Gov- 
ernments of the IJuited Provinces and of Bihar, a sum 
of Es. 75,000/-as non-recurring grant for the Institute’s 
building which is already under construction. 

3. The income from membership has been estimated 
a total figure of Es. 1,600/- which is only slightly higher 
than that of the year 1947-48 which was Es. 1,217/8/-. 

4 The total amount under the head “Donations” 
h.as been estimated at Es. 2,780/- as against Es. 4,890/- 
received in the year 1947-48. 

5. The income from securities and reserve fund 
deposit has been estimated at Es. 7,500/- as against 
Es. 6,201/3/- received under that head in the year 1947- 
48. 

6. On the Expenditure side practically every head 
shows an increase over the figures of the previous years. 
Provision had also to be made for certain new items of 
Expenditure necessitated by the growing needs of the 
Institution. 

7. The total income for the year 1949-50 is estimat- 
ed at Es. 1,07, 180/- and the total Estimated expenditure 
is Es. 1,14,580/- So it is feared that the Institute must 
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be prepared to face a deficit of Rs. 7,400y- at the close of 
the current year. Owing to the increasing needs of the 
Institute there seems little possibility of any substantial 
economy in Expenditure without hampering the useful 
activities of the Institute. It will, therefore, have to 
continue, with greater vigour, its efforts at securing more 
and more donations and grants and also at widening the 
circle of its members. 


Allahabad. 

The 8th April 1949. 


A. SIDDIQUI 
Hon. Treasurer. 



REVIEWS OF BOOKS 


Cottage Industries OF India— published by D. Siuidja- 

siva Eao, Silpi Publications, 10, Narsingapuram 

Street, Mount Eoad, Madras. Price Es. 18/-. 

India is passing through a severe economic crisis at 
present. The Partition of the country has created so 
many porblems — jiolitical, economic, social and religious, 
Foi’tunately the peace of the land has not been disturbed 
on the transference of power froiu the British to the 
Indian hands. The States have been integrated and re- 
fugees are being settled gradually. But on the economic 
front the Government cannot claim any success. Not 
that out leaders are not conscious of this fact. In fact, 
they know it to their cost. Pt. Nehru was himself the 
Chairman of the National Planning Committee for some 
time. Since then, a number of plans have appeared and 
disappeared, and the Government has also appointed 
numerous Committees from time to time to consider the 
dilferent aspects of our economic problem, but the situa- 
tion has not improved an iota, rather it is worse than 
before. 

There are different schools of thought regarding the 
future pattern of the country’s economy. Some believe 
that it should be modelled on the British or American line 
where man has been mostly replaced by machinery. While 
others hold that it is a vicious system and will not suit our 
conditions and culture. Mahatma Gandhi was the 
greatest exponent of this view. Hs believed in the utmost 
decentra.lization of power, both political and economic . 
Modern Capitalism leads to concenti’ation of economic 
power in fewer and fewer hands, resulting in comliina.- 
tions and trusts which prove too powei'ful for an\' govern- 
ment. I-Iis soul was agonized when he saw lakhs of ]>eo- 
ple lying homeless on the pavements in Bombay or Calmi- 

2C9 
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ta, or herded together like cattle in chawls and hustees. 
The whole atmosiihere of a factory is simply choking 
while in case of cottage industries the artisan lives in his 
home with his family in spacious surroundings. He be- 
lieved that the modern machine system is based on violence 
and exploitation. It leads to economic wars and world 
conflagration. It may appear to cost less by machine but 
when we include the social cost, I mean, the misery and 
monotony of the industrial worker, and loss of lives and 
property in economic wars, we come to the conclusion that 
the modern system, based too much on specialization and 
exchange, is not to the best interests of humanity. It 
makes the man an automaton and soulless. He is not 
allowed to develop his personality. For these reasons the 
Mahatma gave the artisan, particularly the weaver, a 
new status in society. He advocated not the mass pi'u- 
duction but production by masses. 

Apart from ideological considerations even practical 
wisdom demands that we should develop our cottage in- 
dustries. What is needed is a balanced economy. We 
have vast and varied resources. The nature has not been 
niggardly to us. What we lack is the human factor, the 
will to do. Japan became a formidable competitor to the 
western nations by her organization and discipline. Cot- 
tage industries occupied a very high place in that country 
as well as in Germany. India has always l)een famous 
for the art and skill of her craftsmen. It was the im])act 
of the British economy that destroyed our old organiza- 
tion. Since 1920 efforts have been made to revitalize the 
country’s cottage industries, but nothing substantial has 
been achieved so far except in the matter of liandloom ])ro- 
duction. 

The book under review is a compilation rather than 
a dissertation. It is a compendium and a bools of i-cfer- 
ence on cottage industries. Barring a few disjointed 
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articles tile whole work is the collection of Government 
reports. The book has a respectable size. It is very well 
illustrated and got up, but the price is rather high. 

K. L. Govil. 


Srimat Thakurbani Charitra Chintaratna Samgraha— 
edited from Mss. by Sarada Charan Dhar, Sahitya- 
bharati, Sakti Press, Sylhet; pp. 94; -As. -/lO/-. 

With the advent of the Muslim Rule in Bengal, 
Islamic nations gradually and imperceptibly influenced 
the modes of religious thought there, leading to the more 
or less monotheistic systems of faith in our country. 
Thakur Baninath was one such ‘ Saint ’ who though born 
a Brahmin, soon believed that to counteract the spread of 
Islam, as it were, it was necessary to make the conception 
of God more democratic by saying that there was no differ- 
ence between Ram and Rahim, between the Sinni of the 
Pirs and the Prasad from the temple. Even the untouch- 
ables were accorded a more respectable place in his ‘ reli- 
gion ’ where the idea of a formless God, to be effective 
amongst the masses, was transformed into a loving and 
more direct God. 

It is difficult to say if this new creed was not merely 
a modified offshoot of the Bhakti movement which inculcat- 
ed that Karma is dliarma. Ramananda, Kabir, Nanak and 
Chaitanya among others had already emphasised the 
unity of God due to Muslim influences and Thakiu- Bani- 
nath’s faith in many ways comes near theirs. The sin- 
cerity of his faith however, as the editor of this brochure 
leads us to believe, cannot be denied and the stoiw of his 
life would therefore be interesting for those engaged in 
researches on the obscure religious cults of Bengal. 

Amar Mukerji. 
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THE NISPAmAYOGAVALI OF MAHaPANDITA 
ABHAYAKAEIAGUPTA 

% B. Bhattacharyya 

The Gaehamd's O/ientM Series of Baroda published very 
recently the Nispannayogdvalt ot Mahapandita Abhaya- 
karagupta, a hitherto unpublished work on Buddhist 
Psychic literature. The work is of immense importance 
in the history of Buddhism. Buddhist rituals, and Bud- 
dhist yoga. Nispanna means “ accomplished ” or “ com- 
pleted,” and “ Yoga ” means “ meditation.” Thus the 
Nis'pamuiyogdcall is a collection of accomplished or com- 
pleted meditations. In these meditations, unlike the 
other forms of Sadhanas, a duster of deities, well arrang- 
ed in Mandalas, is visualized, and the details of these 
Mandalas are recorded here for the guidance of neophytes 
and laymen. 

There are altogether twenty-six such Mandalas des- 
cribed in the NisfaimayogmaM. Each MandaJa, be- 
sides describing the central deity, accurately gives minute 
descriptions of a large number of Buddhist deities sur- 
rounding the principal figure. Sometimes the number of 
these companion deities exceeds one hundred in number. 

The tWenty-six mandalas are dedicated to the follow- 
ing twenty-six principal deities. Their names are: — (1) 
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Mafijuvajra, (2) Aksobhya according to Pindikrama, (3) 
Vajrasattva according to Samputatantra, (4) JfliinadakinT, 
(5) Hevajra with seventeen deities, (6) Nairatma, (7) 
Vajramrta, (8) Heruka of four forms, (9) Mahamaya, 
(10) Buddhakapala with nine others, (11) Vajrahuhkara, 
(12) Sambara, (13) Buddhakapala with 25 others, (14) 
Yogambara, (15) Yamari, (16) Vajratara, (17) Marici, 
(18) Pancaraksa, (19) Vajradhatu, (20) Mafijuvajra with 
forty-three deities, (21) Dharmadhituvagisvara, (22) Dur- 
gatiparisodhana, (23) Bhutadamara, (24) Paficadaka, (25) 
Six Cakravartis, and (26) Kalacakra. 

For the study of Buddhist Pantheon and of the icono- 
graphy of Buddhist deities this 'Nispannayog avail is a 
veritable mine of new, reliable and accurate information. 
The volume of information on the names and forms of Bud- 
dhist deities is considerable and altogether new. With 
the help of these descriptions it will be possible to identify 
images of Buddhist deities hitherto unidentified. In view 
of the importance of the book I give below relevant in- 
formation about the Nispannayogrlmll and its author. 

The last colophon statement in the Ni.^pannayogaraJi 
makes Mahapandita Abhayakaragupta the author of the 
book. It is also recorded in Tibetan Tangyur that Abba - 
yakara is the author of Nispannayogamll, and the Tibetan 
translation of this work is extant in the Tangyui- collec- 
tion. Mahapandita Abhayakaragupta was a prolific 
writer and many of his works were translated into Tibe- 
tan. He was himself a great Tibetan scholar and. transla- 
ted books into Tibetan by himself. The Tangyur Cata- 
logue of P. Cordier assigns twenty-four works to him in- 
cluding the Nispannayogamll. 

Very little is known about our author Mahapandita 
Abhayakaragupta from ancient historical sources. From 
information available we know that Abhayakaragupta was 
affiliated to the Vikramasiila monastery, obviously as a pro- 
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fessor. He was respected in Tibet as a scholar and as a 
Tantric author. He was contemporary of the Pala King 
Ramapala of Bengal who flourished in A.D. 1084-1130. 
Many fanciful and miraculous feats are attributed to him 
in Tibet showing that our author was an adept in Tantra 
and was able to perform miracles whenever required to 
protect Dharma. 

Since the author Mahapandita Abhayakaragupta was 
attached to the Vikramasila monastery, it is necessary to 
give here a brief account of this monastery . Those who are 
interested in a detailed account of this monastery of in- 
ternational importance in pre-Mohammadan times may 
refer to the admirable account of it in Professor Dr. A. .S. 
Altekar’s Education in Ancient India, pp. 125 ff. 

The monastery of Vihramasila was founded by the 
Pala King Dharmapala {C . 775-800 A.D.) as a teaching 
institution, and it grew in course of time to be a centre of 
international learning where Tibetan scholars used to 
flock in large number to drink deep at the fountain of 
Buddhist knowledge. The most famous among the pro- 
fessors at Vikramasila is undoubtedly Dipahkara Sri 
Jfiana who was invited by the King of Tibet in the 11th 
century to visit the country and to reform the condition of 
Buddhism there. Mahapandita Abhayakara was a 
scholar of no less fame and his Tibetan translations show 
that he also may have visited Tibet. Some authorities 
think that Vikramasila was the second name of Dharma- 
pala, and as he was the founder of the monastery, it re- 
ceived the name of VikramSila in consequence. 

The Vikramasila monastery, like other sister monas- 
teries of Nalanda and Odantapuri, was destroyed by the 
invading hordes of Mussalmans in the 13th century. 
Their destructive work was so perfect that it has become 
dij0&cult to identify these places to-day. From Tibetan 
sources it is known that the monastery was situated in 
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Biliar on a Mil on the right bank of the Ganga near Bha- 
galpur. This ancient place is now identified with the 
Patharghata hill where extensive ruins, antiquities, and 
images have been found. After destroying the monastery 
and slaying the shaven monks the gallant Muslim conquer- 
or must have discovered, as he did at Odantapuri, that it 
was a college with huge libraries. These libraries the 
conquerors systematically burnt to the great relief of the 
antiquarians of modern days. 

Abhayakaragupta of the Vikrama^ila monastery is 
the author of the present work NispannayogamU. He 
wrote another work “ Munimatalankara ” in the thirtieth 
year of the reign of the Pala King Eiamapala, which is 
equivalent to circa 1114 A.D. Thus our author belongs 
to the fourth quarter of the 11th and the first quarter of 
the 12th century. 

The Muhammadans destroyed Buddhism in Bengal in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century. Our author 
flourished nearly 100 years before this destruction. 
Buddhism at that time was in its height of glory. Bud- 
dhism of that time was not the Buddhism of .Lord Buddha 
or of the Sunyavadins and Vijflanavadins, but it was en- 
tirely of a different type. It was the Buddhism of the 
Vajrayanists of the Mahasukha School in which all forms, 
yoga, tantra, mantra, magic, gods, goddesses, mudras, 
Mandalas, etc. were intermixed. It was a hybrid form of 
Buddhism in which all that was good and bad in Buddhist 
history was incorporated. As a result, Buddhism became 
extremely attractive and popular in Eastern India. The 
monasteries were like forts with formidable walls and 
gates containing innumerable temples, lecture halls, libra- 
ries, myriads of images of gods and goddesses in precious 
stones, gold and silver, and were overburdened with the 
accumulated wealth of the ages. The lure of loot attract- 
ed the invaders, and the monasteries were destroyed. 
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Hundred years before that destruction these monas- 
teries were humming with academic life. Great scholars 
were busy writing new books, and new Sastras, lecturing 
to pupils and adepts, and attracting pupils from distant 
lands like Tibet and China. There were mystic profes- 
sors passing years in quiet meditation, and in the practice 
of Yoga and Tantras, and revealing their rich experiences 
in books on Tantras, Sadhanas, and Mandalas. These 
great mystics were making their new experiences known 
to the masses through mystic songs, books and communi- 
ons. They were as it were serving as intermediaries bet- 
ween the terrestrial and celestial worlds, and were trying 
to beautify, ennoble and elevate the earthly life with light 
obtained from the spiritual world. 

Our author Mahapandita Abhayakaragupta was one 
of those great mystics whose name will remain indelibly 
written in the pages of the history of mysticism in India. 
He wrote many books on Sadhanas and Mandalas, prac- 
tised meditation, visualised deities and transmitted his 
knowledge to posterity through excellently written mono- 
graphs. Unfortunately, however, much is not known 
about him' until now, and it is doubtful whether any of his 
other books is ever published and known. Thus the 
Nis'pcm'tmyog avail presented now in the Gaekwad’s Orien- 
ental Series proves to be the first of his numerous works to be 
published. Even if Abhayakaragupta is not well-known 
in the land of his birth, he is no less a celebrity in Tibet 
where all his works are preserved in Tibetan translations ; 
he is worshipped as a saint in Tibet, the land of mystery 
and snow. This valuable work Nispannayogdvali is 
given an edition because this would serve to rescue the 
name and work 'of this great scholar from oblivion. 

As has already been said the Nispannayog avail is a 
work on Mandalas and is remarkable for its richness of 
information and brevity. It contains in all 26 Mandalas 
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in twenty-six chapters some short and some long. All 
these Mandalas describe innumerable deities of the Tantra 
cult. A large number of these descriptions is absolutely 
original, highly interesting and informative. Many of 
their names and forms are altogether lost, but are pub- 
lished for the first time. Many of the deities described 
accurately in the work are not to be found anywhere in 
printed literature. Nispannayogavalt thus presents 
unique, original, useful and most valuable information 
which constitutes our most authentic material for the 
study of the images and deities belonging to the Buddhist 
Pantheon. The published earlier in the 

same series indeed presents valuable material for the in- 
terpretation and correct identification of numerous Bud- 
dhist deities and images, but the NispannayogamM out- 
beats Sadhammald, since the material presented here is 
more varied, more extensive and more prolific. 

What service this Nispannayog avail can render to 
Buddhism may be illustrated by a reference to the several 
hundreds of images of Buddhist deities discovered in the 
Forbidden City of Peiping in China. It will incidentally 
show that influence which Sanskrit exercised on China and 
on her Buddhism, and will illustrate forcibly the cultural 
penetration of Sanskrit into the deepest regions of China. 
This is a further monument to show how Sanskrit con- 
quered the hearts of the Chinese people even so late as the 
16th and 17th centuries. 

In July 1926 the Russian Archaeologist Stael Holstein 
received permission from Mr. Chuang, President of the 
Palace Committee, to visit a number of Lama temples 
situated in the Forbidden City — temples which for many 
years seem to have been entirely neglected* In the upper 
storey of one of these temples, the Pao-hsiang Lou, he 
found a collection of bronze statuettes constituting a Lama- 
istjc Pantheon which had consisted originally of 787 
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figures. These figures along with a series of photographs 
from three manuscripts written in Chinese were studied 
by the famous American scholar. Professor Walter Eugene 
Clark, Wales Professor of Sanskrit in Harvard Univer- 
sity, and he published the material in two sumptuous 
volumes, entitled, Two Lamaistic Pantheons in the 
Harvard Yenching Institute Monogra'ph Series in 19;5'7. 
The first volume contains an introduction, bibliography 
and indices of gods and goddesses in Sanskrit, Tibetan 
and Chinese. The second volume contains the illustra- 
tions of the deities. 

These illustrations are of the utmost importance for 
the study of the Buddhist Pantheon not only of China, 
but also of India, Nepal and Tibet. The original images 
bear inscriptions in Chinese and sometimes in Tibetan and 
other languages, and the learned author took great pains 
in reconstructing their Sanskrit names. In many places 
it was not even possible to assign the foreign names to their 
Sanskrit equivalents. All the Sanskrit names which could 
be made out are valuable additions to our knowledge. A. 
list of deities with Sanskrit names found in China i.< 
appended to the printed volume published in the Gaekirad's 
Oriental Series. 

A large number of these names derived from Chinese 
sources is to be found in this 'Misfannayoguvall presented 
in the G. 0. Series to scholars for the first time. It may 
be remarked here that the deities discovered in China have 
no descriptive parallels in literature, whereas the Nispan- 
nayogdvall not only gives their names but also full descrip- 
tions of at least 60 per cent of all the deities found in 
China either in the form of statuettes or miniatures in 
manuscripts. It it thus very probable that Chinese 
artists derived their inspiration from Sanskrit originals 
before they carved out or moulded the statuettes of Bud- 
dhist gods and goddesses in China, for it is quite iiK;on- 
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cei vable that any artist can prepare images of such won - 
derf ui complexity from their own imagination entirely 
without the help of Dhyanas or descriptive texts. An- 
other remarkable thing that can be noticed in this connec- 
tion is that although the paintings in miniatures have a 
distinct Chinese flavour, no such thing is noticeable in the 
statuettes. The statuettes present characteristics such as 
are to be found in the images coming from Nepal or 
Tibet, and it is quite conceivable that these statuettes were 
made by Nepalese or Tibetan artists and then exported to 
China. It is also possible that the Chinese King of the 
Forbidden City of Peiping imported Nepalese and Tibetan 
artists to China and made them execute these statuettes 
under express command. 

Whatever may be the circumstances under which the 
statuettes were made, it still remains to be seen where- 
from the artists derived their knowledge of the correctness 
of the form of the numerous deities for the purpose of re- 
presentation . 

Since our book Nispunnayogamill gives full iconogra- 
phic descriptions of most of the deities found in Peiping, 
it is not unreasonable to suppose that the NlfpannayoyS- 
•mll formed at least one of the originals fi'om which the 
artists obtained the correct idea of the form of the deities. 
Otherwise it is difficult to conceive how form can be given 
to such obscure deities as the Sixteen Bodhisattvas. the 
Twelve Paramitas, the Twelve Vasitas, the Twelve Bhu- 
mis, the Four Pratisamvits, etc. which are described accur- 
ately in the Maftjuvajra Mandala in the NifpanmyogavaB. 
It is not possible to prepare images of these deities with- 
out the help of the descriptions given by Abhayakaragupta. 
The conclusion is thus irresistable that the images found 
in China correctly represent the forms described in the 
Nispannayogdvall, and the artists received their inspira- 
tion directly from this work of Abhaylkaragupta. This 
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is one conclusive proof of how Sanskrit influenced the 
culture o^ China, and how China was deeply influenced by 
this cultural penetration. 

According to Professor Clark who studied these sta- 
tues, they were presented by emperor Chien-lung to his 
mother on the occasion of his mother’s eightieth birthday 
in the year 1771. It is, therefore, conclusive that even 
in the 18th century China continued to be deeply influenced 
by Sanskrit Buddhism which she received through Tibet. 

The importance of the Nispannayogavalt in unravelling 
the iconographic problems of the Chinese statuettes can 
hardly be overrated in the present state of our knowledge. 
The obscure deities described in the Nispannayog avail can 
hardly be found in India to-day, but it is strange that their 
images could be made in Tibet and installed in China even 
in the 18th century. 

The Nispannayogavali thus is a great addition to our 
stock of knowledge about Buddhism and its rituals, deities 
and pantheons. The so-called Nepalese banners contain- 
ing representations of entire Mandalas now can be confi- 
dently identified with the help of the Nispannayogamit, 
which no Museum curator can afford to neglect. 






taksasila^ 

Z?y S. B. Chaudhuri 

The name perhaps refers to the rock of the race of the 
Takkas^. Panini mentions the city in his Sutra TV. 3.93 
and in the accounts connected with the life and teaching 
of Buddha Takkasila occupies a great place especially as 
a famous seat of learning in Ancient India“. In the ac- 
counts of Alexander’s invasion the people of Taxila appear 
as Taxillas whose famous city^ “ according to Strabo was 
very great and wealthy and the most populous city that 
lay between the Indus and the Hydaspes.” The king of 
Taxila called Taxiles by the Greeks, which was evidently 
his territorial title; brought rich presents to Alexander.^ 
In Anoka’s time Taksasila, as we learn from the Emper- 
or’s Minor Rock Edict II, was the headquarter of a Pro- 
vincial Government possibly of Uttarapatha'h In the 
century that followed the fall of the Murya Empire Taxila 

^ Th.e abbreviations uesd here are the following: 

KTST^^Pargiter AncAent Indkm Histofical Tradition: ER — 
Buddhist Record by Beal; GJj ^C armichael .Lectures; CJ = CowelPs 
Jdtaka; CACTI = Cllnlliug}laIn^s Ancient Geography of India ; MI — 
Invasion of India by Alea^mider the Great by Me Crindle; MM — J 
dent India described hy Megasthenes and' Arrian by Mr Orinrlle : 
MT India as described hy Ptolemy; 'PII^ Political 

History of Ancient India by H. C. Roy Cbaxidiiiiri ; ^l^Seder.f 
Inscriptions hy D. C. Sircar, volfl; YC — On Tuan Chi rang hy T. 
Watters. 

^ MIy p. 67, fu. 1. It is stated that it was knowii also us a 
cave city or Sbib-Sbib-ch’eiig (YC, I, pp. 2‘00 and 241), In a 
local inscription tbe form is given as Taclihaili (la)e (El. XJY, 
295). For TaksbaMla and Chhadasila of tlxe kalawan viz, of Stlio 
year 134, Seen S. Konow, in El.* XXI. 253, 

® Law, Geography of Parly Buddhism^ p. 53, 
p. 154. * ■ 
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passed under the rule of the Graeko-Bactrians. In the 
first part of the first century A.D. Taxila was visited 
Apollonius of Tyana who says that the city was about the 
size of Nenevah and walled like a Greek city.'^ From his 
account we learn that the people “wore cotton the produce 
of the country, and sandals made of the fibre or bark of 
papyrus, and a leather cap when it rained.” Taxila was 
also visited by the Chinese pilgrims Fa-hien and Hiuen 
Tsang and the latter agrees in placing Ta-ch’a-shi-lo at 
three days’ Journey to the east of the Indus®. The site of 
the ancient city has been identified with the ruins of Shah- 
dheri, which is a mile to the. north-east of Sarai in the 
north-west corner of the Rawalpindi District.*’ In Katha- 
sarif-sagam Taksasila appears as a city situated on the 
banks of the Vitasta (Jhelum), the reflection of whose long 
line of palaces gleamed in the waters of the river. 

Both Fa-hien and Hiuen Tsang treat Taksasfila as a 
district separate from Gandhira and the latter says that 
formerly it was in subjection to Kapida, and laterly it be- 
came a tributary to Kasmir. To Hiuen Tsang it was the 
name of both the city and the district, the district being 
about 2000 li in circuit. So the ancient kingdom of Taxi- 
la must have covered a wide area of several miles t;entei'ing 
round Shah-Dheri, bounded on the west by the Indus, by 
the District of Urasa” on the north, by the river Jhelum 

' ' Tlic Indian tmveh of A^follonm.^ of Tirana, h}i O, Od. fieuii- 
voir Priatilx, fioncloii: Qiiaritoli, Pioemlilly, MDf'CCliXXI I f , 
pp. 13-J5. The book has recently been edited by Jarl Clu\rpeii« 
tier (.Leipzig, 1934) who is convinced that the Iraveller ha,d been 
aciually in India. 

^ FC, I, p. 240. Fa-hien makes it seven days’ Jotmiey from 
Gandhara. 

« CAGl, p. 120. , 

KSBjR, I, p. 235. 

Umm or tJraS is mentioned in the ganas of Fmini IT. ii. 
82. The name was given io the cotintry between the Tipper rec- 
ches of the Indus and the. Vitaatl which is now known as the Ilaz- 
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OH the east and by Sinhapura on the south'" wMch is thus 
roughly equivalent to the modern Rawalpindi District. 

But in Indian tradition Taksasila is always represent 
ed as a city of Gandhara. The combined testimony of the 
Kumhhakara and the Vayu Puruna^^ proves that 

it was a city of the Gandhara-Visaya. According to the 
Ramayana the Gandhara-vi.saya. contained two flourishing 
cities, viz. Taksasila and Puskalavati: 

Tada samrddhe dve purottame taksam Taksasila- 
yantu. 

Puskalam Puskalavate Gandharvadese rucire Gan- 
dharavisaye ca sah.'" 

The other city Puskalavati, the ancient capital of 
Gandhara was equally famous. Thus Arrian says that 
Peukelaitis was of great .size and was not far from the 
Indus. The Greek name was obtained from Pukkalaoti 
which is the Pali form of the Sanskrit Pu.skalavati. Two 
large towns namely Charsadda, which is situated on !he 
left or the eastern bank of the Landai river, 17 miles 
north-east of Peshawai’ city and the town of Prang con- 
tiguous to it (which formed part of the well-known Hasht- 
nagar, or ‘ eight cities ’) have been identified by Cunning 
ham, with the ancient Puskalavati, capital of the land of 
Peukelaotis at the time of Alexander’s invasion^". Pus- 
kalavati was a great emporium of commerce and both Pto- 
lemy'^ (150 A.D.) and the author of the Periplua (1st cen- 

ara District. Iliuen Tsaug nit’utioii.s the couutry {TC, I, p. 2of>) 
under the name of Wu-la-shili ami iu his days it was a tributary 
to Kashmir. To the Greeks the people were known as Arsakes 
(PH, p. 200). €f. Mafsya Fu™, 121. 46-47. 

^”CAGJ, p. 128 and p. 138; Marshall, A //uide tn Ttvvihi, 
pp. 1-4. 

'3 Ko. 408. a.7, ni, p. m. 

'•1 88. 189-00. 

VIL 114. 10-11. 

MAL ]). 184, and fn. 

MT. p. 117. 
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tmy x4.D.) refer to it as Proklais which they correctly 
place on the eastern bank of the river Swat. In the 
seventh century A.D. Hiuen Tsang visited the city of 
Pu-se-ka-lo-fa-ti which he reached by travelling 50 li in 
the north-east from the Kaniska-Vihara^y But during 
his time the city was no longer the capital of Gandhara. 
It appears from his account that it was then abandoned 
as a political capital in favour of Purushapura, Parasha- 
wara, or modern Peshawar known to him as Pu-lu-sha- 
pu-la-^®. The great city was first noticed by Fa-hien under 
the name Fo-lu-sha which was the capital of Gandhara in 
his time and next noticed by Sung Yiiii in 502 A.D.^” So 
Puskalavati was perhaps abandoned at some period bet- 
ween the time Ptolemy (C.150 A.D.) and that of Fa-hien. 

The Gandhara country thus lay extended on both sides 
of the Indus : Sindhorubhayatah parsve desah paramaso- 
bhanah'b The ancient application of the name seems to 
have comprehended some regions to the east of the Indus. 
According to Zimmer the tribe settled in Vedic times on 
the south bank of the Kubha, and for some distance down 
the east side of the Indus®®. Inclusion of Kasmir is indi- 
cated by the evidence of a Jataka story®®. The 
Matsya Purana further records that the Arvatta 
country famous for its horses was included in the 
realm of Gandhara®* and Dr. Boy Chaudhury says that 
the little kingdom of Gandaris that lay between the (Tiiiiah 

rc, T p. 214. 

59 lUd. CAGL p. 5,5. 

90 on, l'. p. XXXVIII; BEI. p. XXXII. 

25 Ram., vii. 113. 10-11. 

22 Vei. Ind., I. 219. 

22 No. 406, Cj, III, p. 222. Dr. Boy phaudhmy is of opinion 
that Kaspapyros mentioned as a Gandaric city is the same as Ka.'^- 
mir (PH, p. 124), Dr. Stein ha.s rejectted the' idea that Kaspapyros 
was ever taken to designate Kashmir. Modern view seeks to place 
it to the west of Indns (M^f, p- 157. fn.). 

2* 48. 6-7. 
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and the Eavi was the Eastern Gr-andhara.*® But excepting 
the inclusion of Taxila there is no strong evidence to 
prove the extension of (Jandhara’s former geographical 
limits further east. In the Persepolis inscription of Dar- 
ius (521-484 B.C.) Hidush (Sindhu, i.e., district on the 
Indus)®® is distinguished from Gadara. This indicates 
that in the sixth and fifth centuries B.C. Gandhara was 
commonly used to denote the Western Indus basin, cover- 
ing in modern geography, the district of Peshawar in the 
Ni. W. Frontier Province. Rapson says that Gandhara 
of the old Persian inscriptions included also the district 
of Kabul in Afghanistan.®'^ 

So the Gandharas of the third century B.C. mentioned 
in the R. E. V. of A^oka as living on the western borders 
of his empire, presumably lived in the Gandhara country 
of the trans-Indus region, the river Indus being the eastern 
boundry of Gandhara. Taksasila does not appear to 
have been the capital of Gandhara in the time of As'oka.®® 
The Gandarai (Gandhara) country in the time of Ptolemy 
lay to the west of the Indus with its city Proklais, i.e., 
Puskaravati.®® Hien-Tsang similarly records that Kan- 
t’o-lo, i.e., Gandhara was about 1000 li from east to west 
and bordered on the east on the river Sin (Sindh).®® Cun- 
ningham says that it was bounded on the west by Jalala- 

■ bad and Lamgham, on the north by the hills of Swat and 

Bunir, and on the south by the hills of Kalabagh®^. But 

f, 

25 PE, p. 202. 

;! 26 ,§/. 7 ^ Ij. 17-18. In another Persian inscription a man from 

Sludhn of the Indus valley is called .a Hinduviya (fn. 1). 

27 Rapson, Ancient, India, p. 81. See also E-hys Davids, 
Buddhist India, p. 28. 

28 CL, p. 54, fn. 

; 28 mT, p. IIT. 

' 80 F6M, p. 198-200. 

81 GAQl, p. 56. 
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tie boundaries of the country must have changed at differ- 
ent periods in its history. In the VaijayantT Gnjiflbara 
is equated with Bihancla;”" The picture label of an illus- 
trated manuscript dated 1015 A.D. refers to Kuta-parvata 
of Gandharamandala.®* 

The Ghndharas were a people of high antiquity, be- 
ing indirectly referred to in the Rgveda®^ and in the 
Atharvmeda.^^ . Panini in the Sutra IV. i. 169 refers to 
Gandhara as the name of a country in which a Ksatriya 
tribe called Gandhari was living. The Purana’s record 
that the country name Gandhara®® -was obtained from Gan- 
dhara a Druhya prince.®" “It is probable that the Druh- 
yus were a north-western people ” of the Vedic age®® and 
so the connection between the Gandharas and the Druhyua 
appears to be highly probable. In the Mahahhdmta the 
Gandharas appear as a people of the Uttarapatha®® and 
are represented as an impure people*®. From the Buddhist 
Books we learn that the Gandharan traders carried on 
business in horses and blankets **. Hiuen Tsang says 
that the disposition of the people of Kan-t’o-lo was timid 
and soft and that they loved literature ■‘®. 


32 yaijayanU of Yadava Praka^a ed. by Oppert, p. 3T, v. 24. 
32 PoTicher, Etude Sur Ulconographie, I, p. 198. ^ 

2* 1. 126. 7the reference is to the wool of the sheep^f the Ckin- 
dharis. 

® V. 22. 14. The form is Gandhari. In the CJmndot/i/fi 
IJpanisad (vi. 14. 1. 2.), we have a reference to the Gandharas, 

38 Tn a Prakrit inscription the form is Gaindhara (El. XX. 
22). In the Bahistan inscription of Darius it is Godara (81. 4, L. 
16). 

37 ALHT, p. 167. 

38 Ved. Ind, I, 385. 

3» xii. 207 . 43. 

*8 viii. 45 . 40 ; 40. 29. 

, Trikes of Ancient India, by B. C. Law, p. 17. of. Han- 
vamsa, 1.32. 

: *^BB, I, p. 98. 



THE BUDHAVAKTEAMANDANA OE EIKA 

ByK . Madhava Krishna Sarma 

The a nup Sanskrit Library has a Ms. of a rare work 
named Budhavaktramaridana, which has not so far re- • 
ceived a notice anywhere. It contains thirty-six interest- 
ing Samasyas excluding the last i.e., the thirty-seventh on 
the author. The Ms. consists of a single folio, old, worn 
and damaged. I came across the leaf where recently I was 
examining a bundle of stray leaves. It is at least three 
centuries old in appearance. Krishnamachariar in his 
History of Classical Sanskrit Literature (Note 1034) men- 
tions one Kikaraja as the author of Sanigitasaroddharu 
and says that he was also known as garadananda. It is, 
however, not known if he is the same as the author of this 
work, who is also called Kika. According to the last verse, 
Kika was the son of Mallamantrisvara, son of Krura of 
Latakula. As for his date we have some evidence in the 
work itself. In verses 23 and 34 there are references to 
Bhoja of Dhara. In view of this and the age of the Ms. 
we may tentatively place him between the twelfth and the 
sixteenth century. The Ms. is written in a very minute 
hand. It contains some gaps and is inaccurate in many 
places. To illustrate the first Samasya : 

^ fw f% fJrMH — -uw; 

?r: f% 

I give here the entire text as it is found in the Ms. 

Hrf =Er 

fr: f% ^ ii ? ii 
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g'^fr 

1%jr3r^7 1%!|JTTfir fERi 
jfrfJTpr^r % ?rtw f% ^ 

'45T>3r^ri^f^:PT^H53rW^ tl ^ II 

EfTGTtST^^rH •^: ’t=^: ^■ 

5^ ^ro5T: % f^T: I 

¥% 5pF¥ t% W%fr 

C«, . O O' 

^ ?p? HT ^ #¥rHilV|| 

f% f% |6rF¥: 555rTf^'T I 

^tssr^ft sp: i?7^'fH¥Tfrf|¥: 11 H H 

^ %¥ TT|% f%W fe5F¥T?5 f% 

TrrafiR^f?^ ^JTW: 1% ^Ffa' f% ^¥T¥^ t 
To: ^^gRTHf frf fsWH# f% ¥fel WZj ?Mf 
ffTH ^ ?rH cJpjr ift ^¥rfri¥!T: ii ii 

H¥% ^rm ^PHTTifcR: I 

%¥% f% ^ fMr ¥¥Twr 11 ^ 11 

f% 5f¥T?5®¥fgrt ffcwrf¥ ^ wt: I 
¥¥ fefe?: 11 ^ II 


¥ig: ¥¥ Wfrt%^fen1^¥ 

■¥¥% 

hV ^ ^T ^'^^knrrq'f ii ^ ii 

f% ¥FT^r^ fWFT¥¥ jrlf % fwfe' i 

%¥>5q% ¥T^¥gT ¥ ^ H=T>ff WFW^Xll ?o !! 

¥ f^sRt ¥¥% f¥ %¥t %¥ I 

¥51^ ^?«r!T fH^^q-pT ^ w<¥; ii \ ?ii 

¥¥?¥ H¥f% ¥i¥ ^ ?ff?r i 

sp'r fsrfe fewftr? g; 3 PTf¥Hf%¥ TI¥T w. 1 1 ? ^ 1 1 

w ^rw: wjfNr sif?:^ ^rwr fef^srr?#: 

?#iTRlW?f Wl% WW WTR M¥I 
fT% %qt ^ xft 

5 pt^»¥T g'«rfe 1 ^%?|fT|¥i:snOT: ii?^it 



budhavaktramaitoAna of kika 

^ #^v f% 3riT> ^ffcT 5Tr ^Cfr: 

Tr% ^5rsf3T^:|l?V|l 

fS3:T w: ^r i 

qrnp% 

^r ^rfi^Tt fiawrPr 
5 ^ ?5t> 'TT^r^yFr =^ 'ifiw^r ii ? ^ii 
'i^fi' % f^??|qifi'JT5Rf »p?Rj 
ff ..cT^rf^r «r^’ =? fe'ft' i 

Jftt: 5 ^PRRr pTER^lt 
«T<>Tr#g': ?prf^: 1 1 ? \3| | 

^FTrqt qn’ qrn'q'r F<|^TfqqT ^rq^r 
sRT^t ^sfwf^Tq;i 

n ^r ^?^5qTWT ^r ?rfl[fqRrr 

R^5Tf qrr Rr^pf^crr ii?<iii 

»T^ f%fqr3@f% ^FT ? TrPrqt % 

^ fOT ^«r Piif% ^ ^ f#T: I 
f?5'req'5F^ ^*r# RdV qj 

q?i^^ fiTEfRq^j 

qrf: q’^rpr ^fqwr ^ 

5iT% 5#T fqrfirs^ 

^fg’R^ypfTfwigi’; qq q^dflr fmit 

^nrrf ?r qrqr fw|qT ot^iroii 

wr^ ^r 5nr% ^qr ^»i; i 
»pf ■ fi|# ftfiRTq' Rq I 

arRft ^’t: qr qft^q’Fcfcq^ : 
qfl'fq; ^rtfk^: fg’RrriR? n 

^ g?r siir qrr^irw RfRu ^:i 

qft ^T^cfsq: q7r^Tf=5^ q?tfwi;iRi?it 

snr^TT I 

’I'nqRfq'qcq’ qflr 5 ^)' q?r 
^iTT% qrtsjjcTtpft ’pqyN’rrar: 1 
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sfTT HW’Fq' SFrfft 

str:iR^II 

sn^r«R: i 

q'rTTcr % 5?^ ?f|7jF5 

^sif: feqiTrHIW sfN\ 

HHFT: ! sir^H ff : I 

STTf: f% JT^H^Th 

^55f ^'t f^> H^?r ?rn wnpr##f%HCTnT i 
t sfTHfrr^ ^Hf5T ftSTW 

fHts??r f?r ^?r ?r^ i^ir^ ii 

ST^nCTfsRr: I 

• • -^T f?r HfetTHf 5T?in?r 5^1- 1 

f% w^- WTTP^ ^Wh ^U^ili{?) 

1^: Jwrf^T 1% ^T^: pr I 

#rr ^3T ifliHTW^ I f? Ha^^T II * 

fWSTFr f^HT I 

1%^ f% =sft^ f4?fTSq% qtt t%qiTR<ia 


rrsp^ HtrF?rtj;i 

stFqr Hp^ qinft ^ ^?r: 

qr: i 

qft^5t 5r?q% qlw ^ 

^ wfH 5rTf?r ft' f^: a R\\\ 

I I^qr^T sqfl HTpFfrH I 

fHWTiF^ Hm JT'lfPT ^r 'TT5# f% ■?:%- 

TTfR pniq; ^rq-n qp ^scqvcqr ?rhfpi 

^r qa^r %qrT%r; 

sr^^ffi fesif??f fe H’mrHi 
TRqiH 'f^r 

p f^*<<»^«'itiqt RTiqfe I 

fw pq|% f??mipw 

asnrft- ?TO^ HffV ^m^^: fH^H ^oU 
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I rS5zf??f I 

§# fT ITPft? 

I 

q- P' 

^>sf%cr> n^t ii 

H#T: I fesjf^Fcf t^iTFOT I 

^r rr ^rt 

■»T^ q^cfTI 

HSERrrfi' 

ff^ftcf fJHfsRfigHr ^PTii II 
^T#!:^l !^T SJHCT 


ftRSTTfHKfT (? ) JRf 
5TTg ’Isn'fFRf'T I 

H w. ^'’TRqr^ifsr 

3?^RTfe #?’]; HtSRg»R:ll II 


sFci^pT^r I ff3if?:g%^ 


^ spTfgRWT sTfn: .... .^j^snft 
5^ %5T w^rr STM ir%5TS¥r^i 

^ g^r: %?tt 

5f^ f:#r ^fi^RTifrTii ^vii 

iRfT^ jqr: m wrIh ^ wir^rff? ^rpRRT — 

TS3f f irfg; ^ ^r sr^jJHfsRarRi^’raT i 

qKtwt f^T^ W3r% ^ gTFT 

%fef'?TqT f%r3r»i1% h^wrthir ii n 

% W# ^ i% ftRFRR I II II 



I s^%sfr^ 

sft^ir get: RHt %r^: «iHW35JFfl'53R: I 
?RgH; ^rrr — ^5RRrT?r — 

^ iI^sr«l'^^Wf|fR5i g<?^saiHi‘ 'Tp>3t: il II 

«ft^fN5f%Ti%f w^u 




TATTVA— HITA—PUEUSaRTHA IN 
RAMANWA’S PHILOSOPHY 

By K.. Seshadbi 

Tattva represents the nature of ultimate reality, and 
tells us of the Brahman the supreme ; purusartha is the 
' sumnmm bommi, the highest object of human aspiration, 
while ‘ hita ’ reveals the means for the attainment of the 
highest. These are fundamental concepts in any system 
of philosophy. I propose to give in this paper an outline 
of Ramanuja’s exposition of these ideas with particular 
reference to the section luiown as Anandavalli in the 
Taittirlya IJ'panisad. 

Ramanuja’s view is that the Supreme as revealed by 
the scriptures is Visista-Brahman, not quality-less or 
attributeless Being. Moksa, which is the highest target 
of all human endeavour and which on its negative side 
consists in liberation from the vortex of saitisara, is visua- 
lised as a positive state of incomparable bliss or Ananda- 
nubhava attained by the liberated Jfva, who remaining 
distinct from the Paramatman acquires the privilege of 
equality with Him in most respects (Paramam Samyam). 
Bhakti oi‘ devotion implying the practice of dhyana oi' 
meditation is the hita. Devotion born of enlightenment 
and. knowledge shaped and sustained by unwavering de- 
votion are the means prescribed for the aspirant. It is 
claimed that the Srutis reveal these as Tattva, hita and 
puru.sartha. In the Anandavalli of the Taitlvnya 
Thpanimf] the opening words are “ Brahmavid-apnoti 
pararn.” which may be taken as presenting in a nutshell 
the Tatt^a. liita. and purusartha revealed in the Sintis as 
a whole. “ He wlio knows the Paramatman attains the 
Iiighest ” is what the words say in literal ti'anslation. 
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But does Bralima-vit merely mean one who has knowledge 
of the Brahman or does it imply one, whose enlightenment 
has taken the shape of active devotion? Riamanuja 
interprets it to mean Bhakti to the Lord, which is not 
divergent from Jnana but constitutes its very quintessence. 
In his Laghu Siddhanta he points out that “ Veda ” in “ ya 
evam veda ” has the same connotation as “ wpaslta ” 
which occurs elsewhere in “ Mano Brahmetyupasita.” 
In explaining again the nature of Bhakti he cites the 
Brhadaranyaka-Upanisad-vakyam, Atma va are drasta- 
vyah srotavyo mantavyo nididhyasitayyah,"’ which means 
that it is the Atman, who deserves to be seen, heard, 
thought about and meditated upon. The real emphasis 
here is upon the importance of meditation or dhyana, 
without which what is seen or heard from the acarya or 
thought about under his guidance would be altogether 
useless. Elsewhere the Upanisads clearly lay down that 
hearing (slravana), thinking (manana) and meditating 
(dhyana) would prove to be utterly inadequate if unaccom- 
panied by intense love (adhikapriti) for the l;Ord, who 
on His part is unequalled in His responsiveness to true 
love. (Niayamatma pravacanena labhyah etc.). The 
Jilana that is held up as superior to any other type of 
knowledge is pritirupapanna Jilana. Healing of the 
Paramatman and His Kalyaua gunas results in sabdajaii- 
yajfiana, which marks but an initial stage in the ilevelop- 
ment of bhakti. This leads to meditating on the Para- 
matman and His excellences through a continuous jirocess 
of recollection in which the memory-stream taking its 
source in the ^abda-janya-jflana flows through conscious- 
ness in unbroken continuity. This srarti or recollection 
gradually acquires a vividness of detail and clarity of con- 
ception through the practice of unswerving, one-pointed 
meditation, and increasingly reveals the stamp of authen- 
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true pratyaksanubbava. Bhakti includes all these stages, 
for it is rightly described as “ pratyaksa-samanakara- 
priti-rupapanna-smrti-santati.” It is such a bhakti that 
can effect Moksa, not a mere intellectual awareness or un- 
derstanding. The Sutra, “Avrttirasakrdupadesat ” 
(4 — 1 — 1) is cited in this connection to show that Vyasa 
himself has conclusively expressed that bhakti is the type 
of knowledge referred to here. 

What really is the nature of the Brahman that is com- 
mended here as the object of devotion ? What is the fruit 
attained, the aspiration realised? It is in elucidation of 
these points that the Upanisadic section proceeds to state 
“ Satyam-Jfianam-anantam Brahma, yo veda nihitam 
guliayam parame vyoman, so^nute sarvan katiian saha 
Bhahmana vipascita.” The first vakyam says that the 
Parabrahman, unlike the sentient and non-sen tient things 
of the world of creation, never undergoes any real change 
in its nature or form, that it always shines with the un- 
dimmed brilliance of highest Jflana, and that beitig pre- 
sent in all places and at all times it has the entire world 
of sentient and non-sentient things as its sarira, in a man- 
ner which admits of no comparison. The otheT- vak}-as 
speak of meditation on the Parabrahman as described 
above as the means leading to the highest purusartha, and 
affirms that he who enters on the path of bhakti reaches the 
Parama-pada through divine grace and 'enjoys the innu- 
merable excellences of the Infinite. 

The first word “ Satyam ” in Satyam-.lftanam-anan- 
tam expresses that the Brahman is different from })oth 
Prakrti (matter) and Jiva (the finite individual), in that 
it undergoes no vikara, no change or modification as a re- 
sult of karma, to which both Prakrti and the diva are 
subject. Vikara may be of two kinds — Svarupa and 
Svabhava-vikara. Prakrti is subject to botli these kinds of 
vikara. The Jiva has svabhava-vjkara alone, as its Jiigna 
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is subject to the vicissitudes of saftkoca and vika^a, of dim 
obscurity and full radiance. It is this last point of differ- 
ence, which is emphasised in the next word ‘ Jnanam ’ as 
describing another aspect of the nature of the Brahman. 
The Paramatman is Jnana always in full brilliance. Never 
was a time when its radiance was eclipsed or dimmed. In 
this respect the Brahman is different even from a Mukta 
or liberated individual, whose career necessarily implies a 
prior state of bondage and its concomitant ignorance. The 
third expression ‘ anantam ’ indicates the unique charac- 
ter of the Brahman, its infiniteness which implies its 
transcendence of the limitations of time and space and the 
absence of any other object comparable to itself (desa-kala- 
vastu-pariccheda-rahityam). This expression, ‘anantam’ 
is exclusive in its applicability to the Brahman, the Sup- 
reme, both in its derivative sense and by usage (yogartha 
and rudhyartha). The vakyam as a whole thus brings out 
the truth so significant to Vi^istadvaita that the Paramat- 
man is different from (1) the acit-tattva, (2) the baddha 
Jiva and (3) the Mukta as well as the Nitya. The difference 
is re-emphasised in a number of other vakyas within the 
same upanisadic section. The very next group of val\- 
yas to the opening lines describing the tattva, hita and 
purusartlia proceeds to state that all the elements Akasa, 
V{iya, etc., have originated from and been caused by the 
Brahman, who is thus pointed out as their material cause 
and indeed as the material cause of everything. The 
Bi'ahman is the sarvopadana Kgrana or universal material 
cause. This sarvopadfina Karanatvam of the Brahman 
clearly establishes the vastu-pariccheda-rahityam already 
mentioned. The Brahman must be iihderst(w)d as unique, 
with nothing else like itself: in all the worlds (sakaletara.- ■ 
vilaksana). In order to facilitate a more comprehensive 
understanding of the nature of the Brahman the mkyas 
fj i Aments describ- 
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ing the Brahman variously as Annam, Pranam, Manas 
and Vijftanam and finally speaks of it as Anandamayah, 
in accordance with the procedure known as Sthula-x4rmi- 
dhati-Nyaya. The first four are mentioned solely in the 
interests of clarity and precision, and the reference should 
not be taken to express absolute identity between any of 
them and the Brahman. The Annamaya-s'arira, Prana- 
maya-sarira, Manomaya-^arlra and even the Vijnana-maya, 
which stands for Jivatman may all be pictured as so mmy 
sheaths, each outer one enveloping the next within it; in- 
nermost of all being the Parabrahman, who is described 
as Anandamayah, who is the Soul of Souls, and who does 
not stand in any subordinate relation of sarira to sariri, 
there being nothing transcendental to His. It is of ut- 
most importance here to note that the Brahman has no 
karmic sarira, in the sense in which a baddha-Jiva or 
bound individual has. He cannot be grasped by the phy- 
sical senses, in the sense in which an acit-vastu may be. 
He cannot be classified as belonging to any species, as a 
mukta may be, for there is nothing else like 
Him to form a class with. He is different even from 
a Nitya, who needs an Adhara to sustain him, the I,ord 
being the adhara of all, the one ultimate Antaryamin of 
all who sustains, animates and rules all. It is on the 
Paramatman of such unique excellences that the aspirant 
for Moksa must keep constantly meditating. 

That Jiva, who knows the Lord enthroned in the 
cavity of his heart, who in total surrender to the Lord offers 
His unremitting dhyana, gets freed from fear of all 
kinds, and attains the highest knowledge and the loftiest 
peaks of bliss. He reaches the Paramapada, where the 
Lord and His innumerable, infinite excellences constitute 
the object of his matchless experience of Anandanubhava. 

The IJpam§adic vakyam, “ E§a hyevananda yati ” 
tells us that the Paramatman is the cause of the Jivatman’s 
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ABandam. This obviously iuaplies difference between the 
Jivatman, of whose Ananda the Paramatman is said to be 
the cause, and the Paramatman who is Himself the cause of 
it. Moreover, the reference to the Paramatman in the 
Upanisad as a Easasvarupa, who is of the very essence of 
bliss (Eiaso vai sah-Rasam hyevayam labdhvanandl bhava- 
ti) and the statement that, when the Jiva attains Him, 
experiences transcendental bliss, gives yet another support 
to the recognition of difference between the two. Indeed, 
the Jiva with his finite nature can by no means cause, or 
even form an adequate estimate of the Ananda of the In- 
finite. The Anandam of the Brahman, who is spoken of 
as the Anandamayah ” is verily immeasurable, but a 
faint conception of something approximating to it may be 
formed by the human mind, which starting with its own 
notions of ‘ perfect ’ human happiness, could ascend step 
by step by a process of progressive multiplication hundred- 
fold at each stage, and arrive at an idea of the Anandam 
of the four-faced Brahman, the creator of the fourteen 
vforlds, which represents after all a fraction of the high- 
est Brahmanandam exceeding all human computation and 
defying all verbal description yato vaco nivartante apra- 
pyamanasa saha, anandam Brahmano vidvan na bibheti 
kadacana). 

The Mukta-state has been characterised as essentially 
equal to that of the Lord Himself. Ramanuja would em- 
phasise that it is equal, but not absolutely identical, for 
the Mukta does not acquire all the divine faculties and 
powers including those of creation, destruction and pre- 
servation. He does not become the Ruler of the worlds. 
These are the asadharana dharmas of the Lord, and “Para- 
main samyam ” does not mean absolute or perfect equality, 
but only essential equality, which excludes the possession 
of those unique attributes, which the grutis themselves as- 
^^^ 4 . tllSlTI '.f.liA T, 01*^1 fTaP'RlivVi,- 
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para- var jam Bhogamafra samyalingat. Samyam refers 
to parity in the measure of the Anandam experienced by all 
the Muktas, and the Parama Purusa Himself. 

The words ‘ ‘ so’snute sarvan kaman saha Brahmana 
vipafeita ” reveal that the direct blissful experience of the 
divine excellences (gunanubhava) is the be-all and end-all 
of the Mukta. Ramanuja would point out that this must 
not be taken to imply a passive state of bare contemplation, 
but to mean activity in service (kainkarya) at the feet of 
the Lord. This is necessary in view of the Sarira-sariri 
relation between the Jivatman and the Parabrahman. 
The relationship is permanent, unalterable and irrevoca- 
ble. The Jiva cannot and will not relinquish his right to 
serve his Lord at any stage. If the Mukta-Jiva should 
take his proper, rightful place as part of the Sarira of the 
Paramapurusa and function accordingly he must serve 
the Hariri. Indeed the high honour of such service is des- 
cribed as “ Kainkarya Sri ” and valued as the most pre- 
cious privilege, that one can ever enjoy. 




SHORT NOTES 
I 

A VERSE FROM SKANDAOUPTA’S 
JIJNAGARH INSGRIPTION 

Dasharath Sharma 

The latter half of the second verse of Skandagupta's 
Jiiiiagarh inscfiftion Txms && iollossrs : — 

N arafati-hhujacjanam mamidarffotflmnmam 
fratihrti-GarucldjndiTh^m^^^ edvakarttd 

According to Fleet it means, 

“ and who plucked (and utilised) the authority of (his 
local) representatives who were so many Garudas, and 
(used it as) an antidote against the (hostile) kings who 
were so many serpents, lifting up their heads in pride 
and arrogance.” 

To me Fleet’s rendering does not seem very happy. 
The large number of words put within bi'ackets shows that 
he himself could not have been very sure of the correctness 
of his interpretation. How could a Vaisvaea like Cakj'a- 
palita' represent his Vaisnava master, Skandagupta,” as 
plucking the authority of so many Garudas, his represen- 
tatives'? This deity, half-man half-bird, the vehicle of 
Vi.snu, must have been too sacred to both Caki-apalita and 
Skandagupta to be treated with such impertinence. And 
even if we concede the correctness of Fleet’s tra,nslation, 
how are we to believe that the plucked authority of a 
Garuda could be used as an antidote against serpents, 

^ The inscription vp'ss put by Cakrapalita in a temple dedi- 
cated to V^isnn and begins with Vifnu's praise- 

® See Skandagnpta's Bhitari inscription and the legends on 
his coins. 
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specially against such as had “ lifted up their heads in 
pride and arrogance ” ? 

Re-interpretation of the lines or their emendation is 
obviously very necessary. Ganiddjna does not, I think, 
mean“ authority of Garudas,” but a command carried 
tbi’ough the ‘‘Gdrudamadahha-msanas” about which we 
read in the Allahabad Pillar inscription of Samudragupta. 
Secondarily it signifies also a Gmuda-mantm beleived to 
be so efiicacious in dealing with serpents. The word. 
fratikrti, in the compound “ pratikrti-Gwuddjnd ” 
would, if this new interpretation be accepted, signify 
“ retaliatory or punitive measures,” though the sense of a 
“ picture,” too is not unlikely,'* and “ pratikrti-Garudd- 
jnd ” may have to be analysed as f ratikni-yutaya Garud.d- 
jnaya, or pratikrti-rufayu, Ganidiijnayd. Secondly, if 
Fleet’s reading is allowed to stand, we have to give the 
prefix ava in amkarttd, the added sense of “ nUcaya or 
surety. 

Keeping these considerations in view, we might give 
the following two alternative syntactical orders to the 
lines, provided we keep to Fleet’s reading: — 

(a) (//«s) eha pmfdkrti-Garuddjndm manadarp- 

potpharndnam narapaUhhujagdndm nirv- 
oisim-avakart td . 

(1)) {yiiS) ca pratikfti-Gttrmldjndn 

ma-karttd mdnadarppotpJmfjdndm, narapati- 
bhujagdndm amkarttd. 

In the first of these, amkcirttd would have merely 
the sense of “ one who surely does a thing,” and the ren- 
dering would be, “ and who surely made retaliatory mea- 
sures, accompanied by orders bearing the figure of Garu- 


® See D. 0- Sircar, Select Inscriptions, I p. 300. “ Pratikrti- 
Garu^ajnS ” may mean “ command conveyed through Garuda 
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da, an antidote against the kings who were so 

many serpents raising their heads in pride and arrogance.” 
In the second, amkartta hme the additional sense 

of “ one who destroys, cuts or renders innocuous.” Skan- 
dagupta was the makartta of poisonous serpent-like kings 
ready to strike ; and the antidote (Ptrsfiflr) that he used with 
sure and certain effect against them was f ratikfti-Oa/ru- 



In view of the fact, however, that Fleet’s reading 
makes us give avakartta a sense which it does not general- 
ly bear in classical Sanskrit, even though we separate it 
into its two components, aua and kartia, we propose to 
read the second half of the verse as follows : — 

Narapati-hhujagmam mdnadaffpot'phaiianam 
fratikrti-Garuddindm nirvmslm vdva karttd 

The only change introduced is that of reading “ rdra 
karttd ” instead of “ cavakartta ” ; and this, we might 
note, is no radical change, for va and ca are so similar in 
the Gupta script that it is easy to read the one instead of 
the other, especially when the surface of a record be as 
damaged as that of the Junagarh stone inscription. Vdva, 
in the sense “ certainly, surely indeed ” is to be found not 
merely in Vedic but also Pauranika literature.* Skanda- 
gupta made 'pratikrti-Garuddgnd a sure {;odva) antidote 
against the kings who were like so many serpents with 
their heads raised in pride and arrogance; and 'pratikrti- 
GaruddjM, as already pointed out, while primaj'ily hav- 
ing the sense of Garudamadanka-Sdsamm accompanied by 
retaliatory or punitive measures, can also have the sense 
of the Gdruda-mantra, which is believed to be the best 
fratikcira for poisonous serpents. 

■* See Monier-Williams- Dhtiontry. 

F. 5 . . ■ . 
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By G . S . Gai 

In Ms paper on ihe Mafikani Grant of Taralasvamin, yx^- 
lished in a previous issue of tMs Journal^ Principal V. Y. 
Mirashi observes : “ the earliest record from North India 
which contains a date in decimal figures is the Shergaclh 
Buddhist inscription of Samanta Devadatta dated V. 847 
or A.D. 791-2. In South India also the numerical sym- 
bols held the field for a long time. The earliest record 
from that part of the country which uses the decimal nota- 
tion is the Dhulia grant of the Eashtrakuta prince Karka- 
raja, dated S. 701 (A.D. 789 — -90). It would seem, there- 
fore, that the decimal notation began to supersede the 
numerical symbols both in the North and South India 
about the same time «ia., in the last quarter of the eighth 
century A.D.” In the course of my studies I have come 
across the use of this decimal notation in some inscriptions 
whose dates are earlier than those of the Sheragadh and 
Dhulia records mentioned above. In North India, the 
date of the Sakrai Stone Inscription, “ which has been read 
as V.S. 699 by Dr. B. Ch. Chhabra, is expressed in deci- 
mal figures and the corresponding English date of this 
record would be 642-43 A.C. In the Dhiniki (Kathiavad) 
granP of King Jaikadgva dated V. S. 794 or 737 A .C., the 
date is also in decimal figures. As regards South India, 
Dr. Hultzsch has showM that in the Purle,'"' Chicacole” 

1 Vol. r, pp. 392-93. 

4 Ep. Ind., YoL XXVIT, pp. 29-32. 

* Jfid Ant,, Vol. XII, p. 155 aud plate. 

^ Ep. Ind., Vol. XVIIT, pp. 307-8, 

' IMd., Yol. XIY, p. 362. 
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and Tekkair plates of Indravarman and l.he ('hi. aro!. ‘ 
plates of Devendravarman tko years are recorded a-- M”* 
S7, 100 38, 100 54 and respectively, so il.al fh< 

decimal notation is partly used in those dates, la t i* 

last mentioned record lAicaeole plate.s of It vi'iidr.i 
varman the day 20 is also mentioned hy the deiinial fium.' 
‘ 2 ’ followed by a cipher ‘o’ And the entire date <ij lif 
Siddhantam plates of Devendravarman -rh., year lit? i 

expressed by decimal notation. To thc'^e insjaipi ii ii • 

pointed out by Dr. Hultzsch, we may mid tlie lekkah 
plates^® of Devendravarman where the yt’ar is re<'ni-d,‘.j 
100 92 (for 192). The year 2{H in the Suda'.a copp.T 
plate Grant^’- of Anantavarman is exjfi'es.^t'd in lim imal 
figures. The dates of these Gatiga graitls varv fr<.n! isd’i ?•< 
702 A. C. And lastly, the regional year 57 ami the dav 30 ■.! 
the Lodhia plates of Mahasavagupta Bairiijinia aio laKOMi 
to have been recorded in decimal figiire.s’-'. Thi.'^ leiuid 
may be referred to about the middle of f he 7th ceiti'irii. .\ l 
Thus we see that the use of the decimal nntation is found 
in the inscriptions of North and South India as jsii lv as 
the second quarter of the seventh I'cnturv A ,('. 


’ Ep, Ind.^ Vol. XVIir, p, 31U tuul p|„t^. 

VoL Xllbp. 12S. 

» Ep. Ind; Vol. Xin, p. 215. 

Ind. Hist. Quart , Vol. XI, pp. 3 ,u ..3 plate. 

^^Ep. Ind., Vol. XXVI, P. 67 pl«t.. 

All India Or. Conf. Proceedings, p. r>*>a. 


Ill 

USE OF B FOR V AND VICE VERSA IN EARLY 
INSCRIPTIONS 

B^ O. S. Gai 

One of the important considerations which has led 
Dr. D. C. Sircar to show that the Nalanda plate of Samu- 
dragupta to be spurious is the use of & for v and vice verm 
found in that record.^^ Mr. A. Ghosh, who has edited 
this inscription, considers it “ a feature remarkable for 
the Gupta period.”^* and Dr. Sircar observes that there is 
not a single instance of such use in any of the genuine re- 
cords of the Gupta kings and that its earliest use is to be 
found in the Koh grant of Hastin dated in the Gupta year 
156.^® But attention may be drawn to some examples 
showing this alphabetic characteristic in the inscriptions 
of the period under reference which seem to have escaped 
the notice of these scholars. In the Damodarpur plates’*^ 
of Kumaragupta dated in the Gupta year 124, we have the 
use of h for v in the word paradattamba for iMradatt^m', 
vd, where the h form can be clearly seen in the facsimile. 
In another Copper-plate Grant” from the same place and 
of the same king and dated in the Gupta year 128, we get 
samvaddha for sambaddha and mhuhhi — for hahuhhi — , 


Vol. XXVI, pp. 135-6. For a detailed diacus- 
.sion on other points raised in this paper regarding the forged 
nature of the grant, see Dr. R. C. Maj«mdar’.s article in Indian 
Culture, Vol, X, pp- 225-30- 

“ Ep. Ind‘ Vol. XXV. pp. 49-52. 

• Vol. XXVI. p. 136. 

Ibid., Vol. XV, p. 131, text 1.12 and plate. 

” Ibid, Vol. XV. p. 134, text l.ll and 12. 
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showing tile clear use of ® for 6. In the Mankuwar 
image inscriptions of the same king with the date Gupta 
year 129, the year has been read as sambat fox . 

The Bobbin plates^® of the Kalinga King Chandavarman, 
which are paleographically referred to the first half of the 
5th century A.C., use the word samhatsarikam for sdm- 
vatsarikam. And lastly an important example is furnish- 
ed by Mundesvari stone inscription of the time of Udaya- 
sena,^® the characters of which have been shown to bear 
close resemblance to the Allahabad pillar inscription of 
Samudragupta and the date (year 30) of which is assigned 
to the Gupta era. In this inscription we have the word 
mmJ)atsara for samvatsara used twice in lines 1 and 2. 
Thus the above discussion would show that this alphabetic 
feature was in vogue in the Gupta period and therefore it 
is admissible in the Nalanda plate of Samudragupta. 


Select Imeriptions, Vol. I, No. 20, p. 288, text 1.2. 
^ « Ep Ind; Vol. XX Vn. p. 35. 

Jwd. XLIX, p. 27. 

* » (7. 1. 1, Vol. Ill, pp. 6-10. 
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Buddhist Texts as eecommended by Asoka with an Eng- 
lish translation by Mahamahopadhyaya Vidhushe- 
khara Bhattacbarya, University of Calcutta, pp. 
xv.-|-40. 1948. 

The Book under review contains the texts of the 
Second Bairat Rock Edict. Among the minor rock edicts 
of Asoka the one with which we are concerned here is also 
known as Bahru Edict. This Bairat is in the Jaipur 
State in Rajputana. As the place of the Edict is 12 miles 
from a camping station named Babru, the Ins- 
cription is also called by that name. The Edict 
is in Brahmi script. The text of the Edict 
is the same as published by Dr. Woolner in the 
Punjab University Oriental Publication comparing it 
with that published by the University of Calcutta. The 
Editor has given a Sanskrit Clicvya of the texts and he has 
identify all these texts from the various sources. He has 
also given in full all the eight oriental PaJi texts along 
with their English rendering. 

The book is very useful as it gives in one place all 
that is needed to be learnt about these texts. 


Sangitaratnakara oe ^arngadeva Vol. I — Chapter I 
translated into English with detailed notes by Dr. C. 
Kunhan Raja, University of Madras. The Adyar 
Library series No. 51 pp. xiv-f-175. Price Ris. 4-8-0 
1945. 

Sa^gitaratnahara T& one of the most important books 
on classical music. It has been published with an elabor- 
ate Sanskrit commentary in the Anandashrama Sanskrit 

311 
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Series long before and is widely read. The iAdyar Libra- 
ry itself has published a portion of it with the commenta- 
ries of Kallinatha and Simhabhupala. An English tran- 
slation with copious notes to explain its technicalities was 
a great desideratum. It is a matter of great satisfaction 
that Dr. Raja has put before the scholax’s a portion of it 
and has promised to complete it gradually. The transla- 
tor has tried to make the work much more intelligible by 
adding copious notes to it. An English translation of 
such works without notes is of very little use. The Adyar 
Library deserves our congratulations for this attempt. 
The students on music will be very much benifitted by this 
work. 


Ka^yapajnanakanda ^KIa^yApasamhita) . edited by Pandit 
R. Parthasarathi Bhattacharya. Published in the 
Venkateshwara Oriental Series, No. 12. pp. 32 
-f m. Price Es. 5/- 1948. 

The work under review is one of the important works 
of Vaikhanasa literature. There is Vaikhanas Kaipa,sutra 
attadied to the Krsna-Yaurveda and there are Samhitas by 
Marici, Atri, Ka^^yapa and Bhrgu. The authorities of 
the Venkateshwara Oriental Institute have already pub- 
lished some books on this litesrature and this is an addition 
to those. The present book deals with various aspects of 
Karmalxanda and Jftanakanda in a very lucid way. Its 
treatment of the various problems are quite good and ap- 
pealing. The Venkateshwara Institute has done a great 
service by undertaking its publication and has really pre- 
served an important aspect of our literature. The book 
is very useful. It has a fairly long Introduction in Sans- 
krit which adds to the utility of the book. 
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Rgvedavvakhya BY Madhava. Part II — 'Astaka 1, 
Adhyayas V to VIII. Besant Century Volume, 
Published by the Adyar Library. Edited by Dr. C. 
Kunhan Raja. pp. viii+473-817. 1947. Price Rs. 15/- 

The first volume of this book was published by the 
Ad 3 '^ar Library in 1939 and this is the second volume. 
With this the available portion of this very rare commen- 
tary on the Rg'oeda by Madhava comes to an end. This 
Madhava is different from Madhava, the son of Venkatar- 
ya who also has written a commentary on the Rgveda which 
has been edited b}^ the late Dr. Lakshman Swarup. The book 
under review contains both the commentaries and it gives 
us an opportunity to study them together. It is very 
difficult to say anything either for or against definitely 
about the identity of the authors and the two commentaries. 
In matter there is no difference but there is a good deal of 
difference in language though sometimes the latter is also 
very much similar. Anyhow the two commentaries pub- 
lished will very much help us to scrutinise the points of 
similarity and dissimilarity which may help us to know 
more about the authors. 


New Gatalogus Catalogorum. Edited by Dr. V. 
Raghuvan and Published by the University of Mad- 
ras. pp. xxxvi-f-380. Price Rs. 25/- 1949. 

The volume under review has filled in a great desidera- 
tum. The work of Dr. Aufrecht was published long ago 
and since then a good deal of new material has been 
brought to light. It was very necessary to make a fresh 
attempt to collect all the material since available. The 
University of Madras has done a great service by publish- 
, ing this volume. The work of editing has been on the 
same lines as we find in Aufrecht’s work. Among the 
new additions we may mention the inclusion of Buddhistic, 

Ij' a 
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Jain and Prakrit works and authors. Almost all the 
Oriental Institutes and also individual scholars having 
manuscripts have helped in the preparation of this import- 
ant work. It is needless to remind our country men that 
the treasures of Indian scholarship are found in the manus- 
cripts scattered all over the country and it is our most im- 
portant duty to preserve them and also to bring into light 
their contents. No doubt some efforts are being made in 
different quarters towards this but it is not at all 
sufficient. Manuscripts are lost every day and they can- 
not remain safe unless immediate care is taken to collect 
them and place them in safe custody. We should give 
more attention to this aspect of our studies. I may be 
permitted to add that the Ganganatlia Jha Research 
Institute has done a good deal towards this and it has dur- 
ing this short period collected a large number of rare and 
important manuscripts. We are eagerly awaiting the 
publication of its other volumes. The Editorial Board 
should continue to get information about recent collections 
in order to incorporate them in volumes still under prepara- 
tion. 


The Problem of Sanskrit Teaching ( fr: ) 

Published by the Bharat Book-stall, Kolhapur City. 

PP. 700. 1949. Price Rs. 12/8/-. 

The Problem of Sanskrit Teaching ( ) 
by Professor &. S. Huparikar, Sanskrit Department, 
Rajaram College, Kolhapur, is a most comprehensive and 
unique work on the subject of teaching Sanskrit to all the 
different categories of students according to both the 
ft-nri critlna.l TTifithods. The exposition of the 
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SIS 

subject in Sanskrit as well as in English bespeaks the 
author’s full and equal command over both the languages 
and bears direct testimony to his thorough mastery of the 
numerous branches of Sanskrit learning, covering as it 
does almost the entire field of Sanskrit studies, besides 
Methodology of Education. 

While going through the First (Sanskrit) Part of the 
book one gets the real pleasure of enjoying a standard 
classical work written in very attractive and impressive 
style. The second and Third (English) Parts respestively 
on Theory and Practice happen to be a sort of lucid com- 
mentary on the First one. Sri Huparikar’s presentation 
of the subject, argument and conclusion are at once clear, 
convincing and legitimate. There will hardly be a vital 
point or an important detail concerning the problem which 
has not been aptly noticed in a suitable place and given the 
adequate thought it deserves. 

The book is so far the only one of its kind and really 
one of the very best products of the present century. Sans- 
krit forms the sole unifying cultural link of our multifari- 
ous nation and thus deserves to be the basic and common 
matter of knowledge for every citizen, i.e., a sine qua non 
of the civic life, of all the United States and Provinces of 
our new Republic of Bharatavarsa. Prof. Huparikar’s 
book has appeared at the right time when the study of this 
most important and sacred of all the languages of our 
Republic has received a vehement set-back under the 
weight of the foreign domination on our civilization for a 
considerably long period. The survival of our civilization 
is due to the healthy influence Sanskrit has wielded on our 
dwindling national existence. Since the Vedic age down 
to the present day Sanskrit has been permeating the life 
of our masses and with its tight grip over them it has 
always stood as a peculiarly strong factor and served as a 
sustaining force in our nation’s time-to-time struggle 
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against all odds. How much, therefore, have we needed 
the spread and method of the teaching of Sanskrit to be 
placed on a sure and scientific basis. The present book 
has squarely met with our this long-felt need. 

The world of the teachers and learners of Sanskrit 
shall for long remain indebted to the author of the work 
under review, which has been written on modern and most 
up-to-date lines of education and which at the same time 
sheds a flood of genuine light on every nook and corner of 
the ancient store house of Sanskrit learning in its various 
branches, bringing in high relief all that is valuable and 
worth retaining in the traditional method of its teaching. 
As the real torch-bearer in the present rugged and dark 
path of Sanskrit teaching, Professor Huparikar has ren- 
dered yeoman’s service and earned our gratitude. 

We cordially welcome this most useful book and 
heartily congratulate its author for the unusual success 
achieved by him in his endeavour yielding the proper and 
opportune solution of what has generally appeared to be a 
rather knotty and to some extent baffling problem. 

— ^R. M. Shastri. 


Vyutpattivada-Lakararthavicara of Gadadhara Bhat- 
tacharya with Vimmna by Pandita Raja V. Subrah- 
manya Sastri, Lecturer in Sanskrit, Annamalai Uni- 
versity and with a foreword by His Highness Rama- 
varma Pareekshit, the Maharaja of Cochin and a pre- 
face by Dr. P. S. Subrahmanya Sastry, M.A., Ph.D., 
Annamalai University Sanskrit Series No. 10. pages 
xxiv-j-pp. 249. Annamalainagar, 1018. 

The book under review is a commentary by the senior 
Nyaya lecturer in the Annamalai University, on the 
Vyutfatwada of Gadadhara, Gautama, the sutrakara 
of the Nvava Darsana exnbuhded methodically the basic 
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principles of the dialectics and ratiocinative machinery of 
Nyaya system. This machinery was amplified, perfected 
and refined by G'angesa Upadhyaya of Mithila in the 13th 
century, by Baghunatha Siromani of the 16th century and 
later in the I7th century by Jagadisa and Gadhadhara. 
The dialectic literature of the later (Navya) Nyaya has 
been justly compared to a vast banyan tree which had its 
roots struck deep and its huge trunk fully developed in 
Mithila in the Tattva-Cintamani, had its immense foliage 
stretched out and ramified in the Dldhiti in Nuddea and 
fruit in the rich fruitage of JagadUl and Gadadhari 
which formed the colossal monuments of Indian dialectics 
in the 17th century. Perched on such broad -based and 
ever growing dialectic eminence the Nyaya dialecticians 
of recent centuries have been carrying on their gastric dis- 
cussions and making all their contributions to gastraic 
thoughts in Sanskrit, as is clear from Jaya which Mm. 
Jayadeva Mishra has written on the Vyut'patti-Vdda. 
Pandit Subramania Sastry has added a good explanatory 
commentary to an important section of the Vyut'patti- 
Vdda. 

The importance of continuing the study of Sanskrit 
on the traditional lines cannot be over-rated in spite of 
some criticisms to the contrary. The Nyaya dialectics 
possess an educative value of the same kind as that of 
Panini or as that of Euclid and not much inferior to them 
in value; and at the hands of Gangesa Upadhyaya and his 
successors has been perfected into a science of Debate 
which has won its way into all forms of intellectual activi- 
ty in the country including Purva Mlmariisa, Vedanta and 
not excepting Vyakarana. With the recovery of India’s 
independence we stand the risk of losing the rich culture 
so assiduously preserved all these centuries and it, there- 
fore, behoves every one of us to encourage the study of 
Nyaya dialectics. 
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The portion covered in the work deals with one of the 
most important topics in the Nyaya gastra on the meaning 
of tenses, and the same subject is dealt with by the Vaiya- 
karanas and the Mimamsakas. Hence, the view point of 
each of the schools is attacked by others with great alert- 
ness and dialectical skill. Without deciding the claims 
of final victory for any side among the three disputants 
Girammar, Logic and Philosophy it would be sufficient for 
the student to note the pros and cons of the question so 
lucidly set forth in the commentary and this itself would 
give him the greatest intellectual find. 

— A. S. Nataraja Ayyar. 


Tirukkural of Tiruvalluvar — Tamil text with English 
Translation by V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, M.A., 
Professor of Indian History and Archaeology, Univer- 
sity of Madras, with a foreword by Sir A. Ramas- 
wami Mudaliar, Dewan of Mysore, pp. xvii and 271. 
The Adyar Library Series No. 68. Price Rs. 3/-. 
Adyar 1949. 

2. Do, Tamil text in Roman Transliteration. 

A distinguished professor of Tamil has stated that 
the best works in the Tamil language are the Tirukhural 
of Tiruvalluvar and Ramayana of Kambar. The first 
belongs to the 2nd century A.D. (according to some to the 
1st century B.C.) and the second to the heyday of Chola 
supremecy. R. Rost writing in the Encyelo'paedia Brit- 
tanica states ; “ The Tiruhkural is the finest poetical pro- 
duction in the whole range of Tamil composition. It con- 
sists of 1330 stanzas on Virtue, Wealth and Pleasure — 
(Dharma, Artha and Kama). It has often been edited, 
translated and commented upon. See the introduction to 
the excellent edition of Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope.” 

1 -t — M to why tho 
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Tirukkural is now translated into English with the text 
in Tamil and Roman scripts for the benefit of the non- 
Tamil knowing public in India and abroad. The Tiruk- 
kmal may really be styled as the universal text book of 
religion and politics. The whole book contains 133 
Adhyayas and each Adhyaya contains 10 stanzas. The 
first four Adhyayas are introductory, on God, on Rain, 
on the greatness of ascetics and on the importance of 
Dharma. They form in brief the directive principles of 
state policy of any good state : to impart religion and 
make the subjects godly, to preserve the rain water in 
proper ways for cultivation, to train selfless workers and 
to cultivate Dharma as its ideal at home and abroad. 
The first part is entitled Dharma and deals with the 
house-holder and his duties in 21 Adhyayas and with the 
ascetic and his rules in 13 Adhyayas. Then follows part 
2 on Artha — Government dealing with the King, the 
Minister, the ambassador, fort, army, etc., in 70 Adhya- 
yas. The 8rd part deals with Love in the form of lyrical 
addresses between a husband and his wife in 25 Adhyayas. 
TirukkuraZ has received universal praise at the hands of 
scholars eastern and western. The translation is well 
done by the Professor of Indian History who is a scholar 
in history and Tamil. 

It is our duty to remind the sponsors of the under- 
taking as to how the book should be made really useful to 
the Indian public. Firstly a transliteration of the Tamil 
vei’ses in Hindi Devanagri script is urgently called for 
Secondly a, further supplemental volume should be 
brought out which should emphasise the comparison of 
the contents of the Tamil work with (1) The Dharma Sas- 
tras like the Manu Samhita in the treatment of the Dharma 
of the householder and ascetic, (2) The A rtha Snstra of 
Kautilya in the second book and (3) with the Kama gastra 
and works like A maru §ataka in the third book. This was 
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done in a way in the edition of the second book with tran- 
slation and notes in English brought out by C. Riajagopa- 
lachariar, Governor-General of India and a further edi- 
tion with the first book also brought out in 1949. Elabor- 
ate Sanskrit parallels were given in the edition of Dr. P. 
S. Subramania Sastry of the Annamalai University. An 
improved edition on these lines would bring out the great- 
ness of the Kural and also indicate that the culture of 
India had been one uniform and continuous and will con- 
tinue to be the same in spite of the languages of South 
India belonging to a difierent philological group. To 
give an instance verse 55 of the Kural “ Waking up she 
worships no other god than her husband. Verily at her 
very bidding it rains ” may be aptly compared with the 
following: 

VMmlM Mamayana l^ 

Such a work alone would further at least impede if 
not desti’oy the differentiating tendencies discernible in 
modern India composed of provincial language groups. 
With these two improvements the Tirukkural would com- 
mand the attention of the whole of India. In fact the 
the second book of Tirukkural would be a good text Iwok 
for the Diplomacy classes of our universities along with 
works on English and American diplomacy. With the 
Dewan of Mysore and the Adyai' press as its patron and 
printer, we expect the second volume to be published soon 
.to realise the ideal mentioned in the. foreword of “ spread- 
ing these great divine truths of the Tirukkural to as wide 
a populace as possible thereby extending that knowledge 
to races and peoples whose mother tongue is not Tamil.” 

' , — K. S. Nataraja Ayyar. 
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